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PRELIMINARY. 


To  be  prudent,  or  rather  to  be  in  fashion,  I  presume  I  should 
begin  with  an  apology  or  excuse,  for  a  seeming  violation  of  modesty 
in  addressing  the  public. 

The  usual  motive  of  a  preface,  as  I  understand  from  those  1  have 
read,  is  to  enlist  the  sympathy,  or  at  least,  the  mild  criticisu)  of  the 
reader.      Neither  of  these  reasons,  however,  induces  this  prologue. 

Yet,  1  hope  1  shall  not  be  accused  of  conceit ;  for  in  thus  compiling 
that  which  has  been  in  substance  written  by  another,  or  others,  1 
hereby  disclaim  all  personal  credit  for  whatever  merit  the  book  may 
possess.  Nor,  indeed,  seek  I  any  further  emolument  than  your 
patronage,  kind  reader. 

The  incidents  herein  related  are  authentically  hi.storical  ;  wliicli* 
from  their  startling,  I  should  say  tragic  nature,  will,  I  am  led  to 
believe,  very  much  entertain. 

I  sincerely  hope  that  my  efforts,  in  thus  collecting  and  connecting 
these  records  of  the  past,  and  presenting  them  to  the  present  public* 
will  be  approved. 

Allow  a  word  by  way  of  palliation.  The  paragraphs  from  which 
the  greater  i)ortion  of  this  publication  was  obtained,  were  hastily 
written  by  newspaper  editors,  with  a  view  merely  to  give  the  facts  to 
the  people  as  they  occurred  ;  they  have  been  equally  as  hastily  com- 
piled  by  myself. 

But  I  think  the  story  is  complete,  in  respect  to  what  1  claim  for 
it  ;  and  it  certainly  comes  from  excellent  evidence. 

I  will  now  proceed  with  tlie  real  object  of  this  introductory,  to 
give  to  the  reader  an  idea  of  what  the  book  contains. 

ft  is  (!s.sentially  a  history  of  the  ])roceedings  of  that  body  known 
as  the  Vigilance  Committee. 

In  Part  First  I  have  briefly  alluded  to  some  of  the  primitive  features 
of  San  Francisco,  whi»'h  we  tind  in  18U>  to  In;  a  small  tra<liiig  village, 
for  the  accommodation  of  a  few  individuals.  Several  years  later, 
when  discoveries  whirled  to  the  four-<juart<*r8  of  the  globe  the  magic 
cry  of  (/old,  thousanils  deserted  their  homos,  to  seek  the  precious 
metal  of  California. 


[  4  ] 

As  a  star  which  shines  resplendent  after  the  clouds  have  been  lifted; 
so,  San  Francisco  at  once  became  attractive.  It  immediately  became 
a  place  of  note ;  and  very  soon,  a  city  of  importance.  Rushing 
schemes,  and  dazzling  scenes,  and  a  population  which  comprised  the 
good  and  bad  (no  indifferent)  from  every  class  and  species  of 
humanity. 

Some  of  the  evils  which  resulted  were  of  such  a  hideous  nature,  that 
it  was  necessary  for  them  to  be  subdued.  After  appealing  and  wait- 
ing in  vain  for  a  suppression  by  the  authorities,  the  people  finally 
arose  in  self  defence. 

This  was  first  done  in  1849,  and  continued  throughout  '51.  I 
have  not  attempted  to  give  a  minute  account  of  the  Vigilantes  of  these 
years;  but  have  related  their  important  acts.  I  have  also  given  a 
brief  sketch  of  the  miscreants,  the  organization  known  as  the  "Hounds," 
aofaiiist  whom  the  Via^ilantes  first  directed  their  action. 

In  Part  Second  I  have  endeavored  to  give  a  full  and  detailed  account 
of  the  important  events  that  were  associated  with  the  Vigilance 
Committee  during  the  year  1856  ;  which,  by  the  way,  was  the  most 
notable  year  of  its  existence. 

I  have  given  almost  in  full  the  legal  court  })roceedings  during  the 
trial  of  Charles  Cora,  for  the  murder  of  General  Richardson;  embracing 
the  entire  arguments,  on  record,  of  prosecution  and  defense  in  the 
case. 

I  have,  also,  given  the  after  action  of  the  Vigilantes  in  connection 
with  the  same  matter. 

In  short,  the  publication  comprises  the  origin,  the  action,  and  the 
result,  the  cause  and  the  effect  of  the  action  of  the  Vigilantes  of  San 
Francisco. 


San  Francisco  Vigilance  Committee  of  56. 

CHAPTER     I. 

The  original  name  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco  was  Yerba  Buena, 
(good  herb.)  This  title  it  derived  from  the  abundance  of  an  herb, 
or  vine,  which  grew  along  the  shores  of  some  portions  of  the  bay, 
especially  about  the  cove  where  the  first  settlement  was  made,  and  on 
an  island  opposite  the  village.  The  qualities  of  the  herb  were  said 
to  be  medicinally  beneficial — hence  the  name  Buena,  good. 

The  history  of  the  village  previous  to  1846,  would  be  simply  a 
record  of  the  private  business  transactions  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Co. 
whose  agents  and  employees  constituted  almost  the  entire  population. 
In  the  early  part  of  this  year,  the  Hudson  Bay  Co.  disposed  of  their 
property,  and  removed  from  the  })lace,  and  very  .soon  thereafter  the 
village  began  gradually  to  improve.  By  the  middle  of  the  year  the 
population  of  the  place  amounted  to  about  two  hundred,  and  in  June, 
1847,  it  numbered  459  persons;  of  which  there  were  375  whites,  34 
Indians,  40  Sandwich  Islanders,  and  10  negroes.  The  Indians, 
negroes,  and  Sandwich  Islanders  were  mostly  emplo^^ed  as  servants 
and  porters.  Many  of  the  Sandwich  Islanders  were  engaged  in 
navigating  the  bay,  and  were  most  expert  boatmen. 

On  the  30th  January  of  this  year,  1847,  the  following  ordinance 
appeared  in  the  ''California  Star:" 

"  Whereas,  the  local  name  of  Yerba  Buena.  as  a})plied  to  the  settle- 
ment or  town  of  San  Francisco,  is  unknown  be3'ond  the  district,  and 
has  been  a})i)lied  from  the  local  name  of  the  cove  on  which  the  oown 
was  built;  therefore,  to  prevent  confusion  and  mistakes  in  public 
documents,  and  that  the  town  may  have  the  advantage  of  the  name 
given  on  the  public  map,  it  is  hereby  ordained,  that  the  name  of  San 
Francisco  shall  hereafter  be  used  in  all  official  communications  and 
puV)lic  documents  or  records  appertaining  to  the  town. 

(Signed)  W'ash'n  A.    Baktlkti, 

Chief  Magistrate." 

Mr.  Bartlett  was  the  first  Alcalde  of  San  Franc^sco,  under  the 
American  flag. 

POWKK    OK    THE    ALCALDE. 

Under  the  laws  of  Mexico,  an  Alcalde  had  entire  control  of  muni- 
cipal affairs,  and  administered  justice  pretty  much  as  he  pleased; 
witliout  being  tied  down  to  precedents  and  formal  principles  of  law. 
\iv  was  aV)solute  monarch  of  the  corporation. 

By  the  middle  of  March,  1848,  San  Francisco  had  grown  to  the 
number  of  81 2  inhabitants,  and  bid  fair  to  })ecome  a  town  of  consider- 
able mcrchantile  niiportance,  on  account  of  its  (excellent  harV)or  and 
prolific  agricultural  interior.  But  the  calm  pursuit  of  even  business 
was  soon  to  be  distracted.  Karly  in  tlie  spring  of  this  year,  gold  was 
discovered  in  large  (juantiti(;s  among  tlie  foothills  of  the  Sierra 
Nevadas.      Some  of   the  parcels  had  been  forwarded  to  San  Francisco, 
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while  visitors  from  the  mines,  and  a  few  diggers  arrived,  and  told  of 
the  riches  of  the  gold  regions. 

Shortly  after  these  reports  were  made,  the  inhabitants  of  the  country 
began  singly,  and  in  bands,  to  emigrate  to  the  region  where  it  was 
said  lay  untold  wealth.  Labor  rose  rapidly  i.i  value,  and  soon  all 
business,  excej)t  the  most  urgent,  was  suspended.  Seamen  deserted 
their  ships,  soldiers  their  barracks,  and  all  over  the  country  from  San 
Francisco  to  Los  Angeles,  and  from  the  sea  shore  to  the  base  of  the 
Sierras  resounded  the  sordid  cry  of  Gold. 

While  the  field  was  left  unplanted,  the  house  half  built,  and  every- 
thing neglected  except  the  manufacture  of  shovels  and  pick-axes,  and 
the  necessaries  fur  the  transportation  to  the  regions  where  one  man 
obtained  one  hundred  and  twenty  eight  dollars  worth  of  gold  in  a 
day's  washing,  and  the  average  for  all  was  twenty  dollars  per  day 

The  items  of  San  Francisco  during  this  time  were  scarce;  the  place 
was  continually  being  deserted ;  the  council  had  not  met  for  two 
months,  its  members  all  "gone  to  the  gold  diggings," 

The  story,  however,  has  a  shady  as  well  as  a  bright  side,  for  although 
the  gold  which  the  mines  yielded  was  almost  fabulous,  yet,  from  the 
great  number  who  sought  it,  not  all  could  not  be  successful;  and,  from 
the  distant  separation  from  the  necesaries  of  life,  things  eatable  or 
drinkable  were  only  to  be  had  at  prices,  which  if  I  should  mention 
would  ai)pear  as  incredulous,  such  as  eighty  dollars  for  a  pint  of 
brandy,  or  forty  dollars  for  a  dose  of  purge,  with  corresponding 
prices  for  all  other  articles,  drew  heavily  even  on  the  successful 
miner.      So  those  who  did  not  "  strike  it  big  "  grew  rich  very  slowly. 

In  the  mines  the  comfoi'ts  of  life  were  not  to  be  thought  of,  and, 
as  a  malignant  fever  attacked  many  during  the  fall  of  '48,  there  was 
much  suffering.  But  still  the  miners  flocked  to  the  gold  regions,  and 
their  immense  numbers  had  to  be  supplied.  Cargoes  of  provisions 
were  brought  by  vessels  to  San  Francisco,  stores  erected  ;  and,  as  the 
miners  were  willing  to  pay  large  returns  for  their  supplies,  the  merchant- 
men could  afford  to  ])ay  high  wages  to  employees,  none  of  whom 
would  work  for  less  than  ten  dollars  i)er  day.  So,  suddenly  San 
Francisco  became  an  active  business  emporium  Large  buildings  were 
erected,  labor  in  high  demand,  which,  from  the  immense  foreign 
immigration,  was  easily  sup])lied.  (ilambling  saloons  glittered  like 
fairy  palaces,  in  which  all  classes  participated.  San  Francisco  was 
really  the  recipient  of  most  of  the  wealth  of  the  mines  ;  hence  its 
prosperity.  Commerce  began  with  many  of  the  foreign  countries, 
and  everything  was  on  the  boom. 

In  February,  1849,  it  was  estimated  that  the  j)opulation  was  two 
thousand  ;  two  months  later  it  was  three  thousand ;  and  in  July  it 
was  over  five  thousand.  The  social  condition  of  the  town  at  this 
time  was  horribly  demoralized.  Gaming,  'drunkenness,  fights  and 
brawls  seemed  to  be  the  license  of  every  corner ;  to  which  there  was 
paid  but  little  attention.     The  first  intelligence  of  the    discovery  of 


[7  ] 

gold  in  California  naturally  attracted  the  most  daring  and  clever 
adventurers ;  those  of  blemished  reputation,  who  saw  in  this  modern 
Dorado  an  opportunity  for  the  repetition  of  those  crimes  which 
rendered  their  present  abodes  unsafe.  Many  were  convicts  who  had 
served  their  terms. 

Society  in  California,  at  tViis  time,  might  be  classified  under  three 
distinct  heads  or  bodies,  whose  avocations  were  entirely  different. 

We  may  first  metion  the  mercantile  men,  respectable  managers 
of  stores,  taverns,  etc.;  then  the  honest  working  man,  including 
miners,  etc.;  all  of  whom  were  lucratively  rewardedT  Then  came 
a  class  of  offscourings  of  other  countries,  and  the  curses  to 
California  —  too  lazy  to  work,  except  at  debauchery  —  thieves, 
burglars  and  ex-convicts.  From  among  the  latter  class,  there 
organized,  in  the  early  spring  of  1849,  a  society  known  as  the 
^'Hounds  "  And  they  were  the  veriest  rogues  and  ruflfians  that  ever 
haunted  a  community.  They  were  ostensibly  organized  for  the  pur- 
pose of  self-protection;  but  were  really  a  band  of  self-licensed  robbers. 
They  organized  themselves  so  far  that  they  had  a  place  of  meeting, 
or  head-quarters,  which  they  called  Tammany  Hall.  Leaders  were 
a])pointed  to  conduct  operations,  and  afterwards  apportion  the  si)oils. 
They  shortly  after  adopted  the  name  of  "Regulators,"  and  were  so 
bold,  with  their  strength,  as  to  attempt  a  military  display ;  armed 
with  revolver  and  bludgeon,  they  paraded  the  streets  on  Sunday, 
with  fife  and  drum  and  flying  colors.  Their  outrages  they  usually 
perpetrated  at  dead  midnight.  They  invaded  the  stores,  taverns,  and 
houses  of  Americans  themselves,  and  demanded  whatever  they 
desired;  but  particalarly  upon  foreigners  was  their  conduct  atrocious. 
They  entered  their  tents  or  dwellings,  robbed  and  pillaged  them,  and 
abused  them  in  the  most  barbarous  manner — often  ending  with 
murder.  At  this  time  there  was  scarcely  any  order  in  the  town  ;  no 
police  force;  and  in  the  hot  pursuit  for  gain  it  was  'every  man  take 
care  of  himself;"  so  that  the  "hounds"  liad  everything  their  own 
way,  and  were  the  dread  of  the  community.  Finally,  however,  a 
series  of  the  most  barbarous,  destructive  and  daring  attacks  were 
))erpetrated  by  these  desperadoes  on  Sunday,  July  loth,  which  at  last 
aroused  the  decent  citizens  to  a  determined  counteraction. 

Upon  this  occasion,  the  "hounds,"  in  broad  daylight,  attacked, 
pillaged,  beat  and  abused  the  inoffen.sive  foreigners,  and  wound  up 
by  making  night  hideous  with  their  prowling  yells,  throughout  the 
streets  of  the  city.  The  following  Monday  the  whole  decent  po])U- 
lation  ro.se,  with  indignation  and  determination,  to  ))ut  those  vaga- 
bonds down  and  out.  At  this  time  San  Francisco  had  no  })roper 
municipal  organization.  The  [)eople,  therefore,  had  to  do  everything 
for  themselves.  They  accordingly  held  a  mass  meeting;  prominent 
men  were  appointed  judges  and  coun.sel  for  prosecution  and  defense, 
and  at  once  proceeded  with  the  trial  of  the  rioters.  A  jury  found  tlieni 
guilty  of  riot,  rob])ery,  and  assault  with  intent   to   kill.    Two  of  the 


leaders,  and  moBt  active  and  daring  of  the  desperadoes,  Roberts  and 
Saunders,  w<'re  sentenced  to  ten  years  imprisonment,  with  hard  labor; 
others  were  sentenced  to  twelve  months  imprisonment,  in  whatever 
manner  and  place  the  government  might  direct.  Thus  ended  this 
affair  of  the  ''hounds,"  and  the  city  was  for  a  while  at  peace.  For 
.some  reason,  these  terms  of  imprisonment  were  never  fully  executed: 
we  shall  have  occasion  to  speak  of  the  "hounds"  hereafter. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  year  1849,  and  during  the  years  '50 
and  T)!,  San  Francisco  was  visited  by  a  series  of  tires  which,  on  sev- 
eral occasions,  almost  entirely  demolished  the  most  substantial  business 
portions  of  the  city.  In  1849  a  volunteer  fire  company  was  organized, 
and  at  the  alarm  of  the  fire  bell,  not  only  the  corner  loafer  and  idle 
stroller  ran  to  the  fire,  but  the  millionaire  junijied  from  his  desk,  the 
judge  from  his  bench,  the  lawyer,  the  doctor,  from  his  office,  all  to 
join  hands  and  quell  the  foe. 

Six  terrible  fires  devastated  the  city  from  '49  to  '51.  The  fire  of 
May  4th,  '51,  said  to  have  destroyed  18  entire  blocks,  from  the 
most  valuable  portion  of  the  city.  The  fire  department  at  this  time 
seems  to  have  been  completely  organized,  but  the  buildings  were  of 
very  inflammable  structure.  Measures  were  adopted  however,  for  more 
permanent  buildings,  and  houses  of  brick,  stone  and  iron  work  were 
erected,  which,  together  with  the  efficient  tire  companies,  enabled 
them  to  suppress  extensive  ravages  of  subsequent  fires  The  tires 
were  supposed  to  have  originated  from  incendiaries,  but  it  was  assured 
that  these  villians  fanned  the  flames,  by  applying  the  torch  to  different 
])ortions  of  the  city.  The  people  uttered  imjn-ecations  on  the  heads 
of  these  vagabonds,  which  will  shortly  be  spoken  of  in  the  annals  of 
the  Vigilantes. 

In  1850  California  was  admitted  into  the  U,  S.,  and  has 
been  therefrom  under  the  protection  of  our  government.  Through- 
out that  entire  year  merchantmen  poured  like  a  hurricane  into  the 
city.  The  markets  were  flooded  with  supplies,  many  of  which, 
from  their  liability  to  damage,  were  sold  at  under  prices  Quite  a 
contrast  from  the  year  '49,  when  one  dollar  was  often  paid  for  a  )»ill 
which  this  year  could  be  had  at  fifty  cents  per  box.  By  the  latter 
part  of  the  year  the  ])0]3ulation  had  increased  to  about  eighteen 
thousand  people.  We  are,  however,  endeavoring  to  write  of  the 
Vigilantes,  and  not  a  general  history  of  the  city,  so  we  will  not  recall 
those  scenes  necessarily  incident  to  the  most  active,  wild,  and  excited 
city  in  the  universe 

There  are  })robably  no  events  in  the  history  of  San  Francisco,  that 
hav(i  attracted  more  interest,  excited  more  attention  and  varied 
feelings  than  the  exploits  of  this  organization. 

Scorn  and  applause,  exoneration  and  abuse,  indignation  and 
sym})athy,  have  been  the  expressions  of  the  civilized  world  in  speak- 
ing of  the  Vigilance  Committee  of  San  Francisco.  To  law  loving, 
peaceable,  and  worthy  people,  it  did  seem  strange  that  such  an  organ- 
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ization,  which  usurped,  as  it  were,  the  laws  of  the  land,  and  inflicted 
the  severest  penalties,  should  exist  without  molestation  at  this  time. 

And  while  the  finger  of  scorn  has  often  been  pointed  at  these  pro- 
ceedings, and  they  have  been  mentioned  as  a  matter  of  reproach 
in  other  lands,  yet  from  this  power  California  recognized  her  only 
j>rotector  for  life  and  [)ro[)erty,  her  only  security  for  peace  and 
virtue. 

^uch  was  the  object  of  t)ie  society  of  Vigilantes.  The  renn^dy  was 
violent,  but  the  result  was  good. 

We  have  already  briefly  mentioned  the  affair  of  the  "hounds"  of 
1H49.  The  measures  taken  at  that  time  had  the  effect  of  holding 
somewhat  in  check  the  other  vicious  characters  of  the  city. 

But  the  great  immigration  of  the  fall  of  '49  and  '50,  swelling  the 
city  to  about  twenty-five  thousand  during  the  latter  year  ;  this, 
together  with  the  stir  and  bustle  of  the  city,  caused  the  affair  of  '49 
to  be  forgotten,  cxc<^j)t  to  the  actual  offen«lers  of  that  time. 

'I  he  inducements  offered  for  the  practice  of  thievery  and  debauchery, 
together  with  the  weak  measures  of  Justice,  had  attracted  large 
numbers  of  some  of  the  worst  characters  from  all  portions  of  the 
j;lolje 

America,  no  doubt,  supplies  a  number  of  these  j)lunderers  ;  but 
the  Mjost  daring,  and  probably  the  most  numerous  class,  had  come 
from  Van  iJieman's  Land  and  New  South  Wales,  where  they  had 
been  sent  by  England  as  convicted  felons  The  voyage  from  Sydney 
to  San  Francisco  being  neither  tedious  nor  expensive,  gi'eat  numbers 
of  '*  ticket  of  leave"  men,  and  ex-convicts,  early  contrived  to  sail  for 
(California.  Such  men  as  these,  together  with  .some  of  the  worst  tliat 
America  afforded  ;  criminals  from  all  poi-tions  of  the  world  were 
scattered  thiougliout  tb<i  city  of  San  Francisco,  and  throughout  all 
California.  If  routed  from  one  place,  they  could  ea.sily  find  comrades 
in  another;  if  brought  before  a  judicial,  tliey  could  easily  find  friends 
to  assist  tliciii  out  of  tlu^  difficulty.  They  feanMl  no  jienalty  except 
«'x»'cution,  and  that  tliey  had  no  reason  to  fear  in  California. 

In  the  city  their  abodes  were  dance  houses  of  the  most  disreputable 
class;  and  low  drinking  places,  such  as  th(?  "seven  dials"  and  the 
"  fiv<;  points,"  when;  it  was  dangerous  in  the  highest  degree  for  a 
single  per.son  to  enter,  and  dangerous  for  any  dec(;nt  person  to  be  in 
the  vicinity  after  dark. 

The  majesty  of  the  law,  so  awful  in  otiier  count rirs,  was  to  this 
band  (»f  rol)l)ers  a  mat(«*r  of  ridicule,  INjlice  did  not  dare  <*ven  to 
enter  their  dens,  wherein  tlie  plunge  and  rip  of  the  knife,  and  the 
deadly  shot  of  the  pistol,  told  of  the  desperate  nature  of  the  occu- 
pants, Som«'  of  the  police,  it  is  said,  (and  we  grieve  to  hear  it)  were 
in  league  with  tlie  criminals  tln'mselveH,  and  a-ssist^nl  th<  ni  to  evade 
justice  Otiier  members  of  the  force  were  active  in  their  endeavors 
to  perform  duty,  and  preserve  peace  in  the  city;  but  th«Mr  efl'brts  were 
u  navailing. 
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Bail  was  readily  aocepted  in  the  most  serious  cases,  when  the 
security  was  absolutely  worthless ;  and  frequently,  both  principal 
and  guarantor  disappeared  before  the  time  of  trial. 

It  was  an  awful  fact,  known  to  all,  that  within  a  few  months  over 
100  murders  had  been  perpetrated  in  this  city,  yet  not  one  criminal 
had  been  executed  I  During  this  awful  period  the  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee was  organized.  They  knew  that  they  had  no  ordinary  foe 
to  contend  with.  They  foresaw  labor,  ex))ense,  and  danger  to  them- 
selves— (these  were  trifles)  but  also  grievous  responsibility,  and  per- 
haps misconception  and  personal  obliquy  thrown  upon  their  motives 
and  conduct.  But  they  undertook  it;  (for  what  will  not  men  undertake 
for  their  own  protection?)  They  undertook  it  in  a  manly  way.  They 
placed  their  names  before  the  world  in  open  countenance,  nor  en- 
deavored to  hide  the  details  of  tlieir  actions. 

The  law  of  nature  must  eventualh'  control  all  civil  law.  It  may 
be  for  a  while  distorted,  as  tlin  features  of  a  face  in  pain,  but 
when  relieved  will  again  resume  its  peaceful  countenance.  We 
recognize  as  one  of  these  laws  the  right  of  self-preservation.  Then, 
when  an  individual  or  community  has  been  attacked,  has  it  not  a 
right  to  resist  the  injuries  being  inflicted,  even  though  by  so  doing  it 
should  be  necessary  to  inflict  violence  on  the  invaders?  The  people 
of  San  Francisco  feel  that  they  have  been  attacked  by  a  horde  of 
miscreants,  who  have  demoralized  the  condition  and  reputution  of 
the  city  ;  and  the  people  are  determined,  at  all  hazards^  to  crush  out 
this  element  of  vice  and  corruption,  and  endeavor  to  have  some  peace, 
virtue,  and  safety  in  their  homes.  It  was  durinsr  this  dreadful  state 
of  uncertaintv  that  the  famous  Vigilance  Committee  of  1851  was 
organized. 

On  the  1 9th  of  February  of  this  year,  about  8  o'clock  in  the  evening, 
two  men  entered  the  store  of  C.  J.  Jansen  k  Co.,  and  asked  to  see 
some  blankets,  stating  that  they  wished  to  purchase.  Mr  Jansen 
proceeded  to  show  the  blankets  to  the  parties,  when  he  was  violently 
struck  with  a  slung-shot,  which  knocked  him  down.  He  was  then 
most  brutally  beaten  by  the  robbers,  and  left  insensible,  they  suppos- 
ing him  to  be  dead.  Tlie  robbers  then  proceeded  to  sack  the  store  of 
two  thousand  dollars,  and  fled.  The  next  day  two  parties  were  arrested 
who  wrre  supposed  to  be  the  robbers.  Mr.  Jansen  identified  one  of 
them,  but  was  in  doubt  in  regard  to  th<^  other.  The  prisoners  how- 
ever, were  held  in  confinement  in  the  City  Hall,  which  was  surrounded 
by  about  five  thousand  people — not  a  mob,  but  respectable  men,  of 
good  character  and  })Osition,  who  could  no  longer  restrain  their  indig- 
nation at  such  dastardy.  A  few  days  later,  at  a  mass  meeting  at  the 
Plaza,  officers  were  selected  and  a. committee  formed,  but  no  complete 
organization  was  made  public  till  some  months  later.  It  was  during 
the  month  of  June  of  1851,  that  the  permanent  committee  was  formed; 
subject  to  the  follow^ing  constitution  : 

"Whereas,  It  has  become  apparent  to  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco,  that 
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there  is  no  security  for  life  and  property,  either  under  the  regulations  of 
society  as  it  at  present  exists,  or  under  the  law  as  administered ; 

Therefore,  The  citizens,  whose  names  are  hereunto  attached,  do  unite  them- 
selves into  an  association  f(»r  the  maintenance  of  the  peace  and  good  order  of 
society,  and  the  preservation  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  of  San 
Francisco;  and  do  bind  ourselves,  each  unto  the  other,  to  do  and  perform  every 
lawful  act  for  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  and  to  sustain  the  laws,  when 
faithfully  and  properly  administered  ;  but  we  are  determined  that  no  thief, 
burglar,  incendiarj',  or  assassin  shall  escape  punishment ;  either  by  quibbles  of 
the  law,  tlie  insecurity  of  prisons,  the  carelessness  or  corruption  of  police,  or  a 
laxity  of  those  who  pretend  to  administer  justice.  And  to  secure  the  objects 
of  this  association  we  do  dereby  agree : — 

1st.  That  the  name  and  style  of  the  association  shall  be  the  Commitiek  of 
Vigilance,  for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  property  of  the  citizens  and 
residents  of  the  citr  of  San  Francisco  " 

Other  rules  and  regulations  relative  to  the  fiiodus  operandi,  in  pro" 
ceeding  to  signal  the  members  together,  and  the  order  to  be  observed 
during  meeting  were  fran)e(].  They  are  too  lengthy  to  here  detain 
the  reader,  especially  as  they  are  almost  the  same  in  the  detailed 
account  of  the  Vigilantes,  which  we  publish  in  full  in  Part  Second, 
for  '56. 

An  opportunity  soon  presented  to  test  the  character  of  this  extra- 
ordinary association.  A  person  named  John  Jenkins,  comnntted  some 
vile  depredation  on  the  evening  of  June  10th.  His  previous  char- 
acter liad  been  irreparal)ly  bad.  He  was  arrested  and  tried  by  the 
committee,  and  condemned  to  be  hanged.  He  was  allowed  to  speak 
to  the  people  however,  and  he  asked  them  if  they  approved  the  action 
of  the  committee]  Aye  !  Aye  !  burst  from  the  tremendous  crowd. 
He  was  then  hanged  until  he  was  dead,  and  the  community  was  one 
element  purer. 

The  following  day  a  coroner's  inquest  was  held,  and  a  verdict 
brought  in,  that  one  Jenkins  liad  \  een  hanged  by  a  society  claiming 
to  be  a  Vigilance  Committ(?e.  The  inquest,  also  mentioned  the  names 
of  about  a  dozen  parties  connected  with  the  committee  and  the  hang- 
ing, tliereby  directing  responsibility,  as  it  were,  on  the  hands  of  those 
few.  Tiie  following  day  about  two  liundred  names  ap])eared  to  the 
public,  as  meinbers  of  the  committee;  stating  that  they  belonged  to 
the  as.sociation,  and  that  they  stood  responsible  for  the  hanging  of 
Jenkins.  I  Ik'V  were  among  the  most  respectable  and  influential  of 
San  Francisco's  citizens.  'J'his,  at  once  stamped  the  committee  with 
res{)ect,  and  enlisted  the  confidence  of  the  community.  They  also 
caused  to  be  published  the  following  resolution  : 

"Wmkijkas,  The  citizens  of  San  F''rancisco.  c(Uivinced  that  there  exists 
within  its  limits  a  band  of  robbers  and  incendiaries,  who  have,  several  times, 
burned  and  attem[)tt'd  to  burn  their  city,  who  nightly  attack  their  persons,  and 
break  into  their  buildings  ;  ilestroy  their  (piiet,  jeopardize  their  lives  and 
property,  and  generally  disturb  the  natural  order  of  society;  and  whereas, 
many  of  those  taken  by  the  police  have  succeede<l  in  escaping  from  their 
prisons,  by  carelessness,  by  connivance,  or  from  want  of  i>roi)er  means  of  force 
to  secure  theii-  coidinement  ;   theri'fore,  be  it 

lietiolvcd,   That  the  citizens  of  this   place  be  made  aware  that  the  Committee 
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of  Vigilance  will  be  ever  ready  to  receive  information  as  to  the  whereabouts  of 
any  disorderly  or  suspicious  person  or  persons,  as  well  as  the  persons  them- 
selves when  suspected  of  crime.  That,  as  it  is  the  conviction  of  a  large  portion 
of  our  citizens,  that  there  exists  in  this  city  a  nucleus  of  convicts  and  disorderly 
persons,  around  which  cluster  those  who  have  seriously  disturbed  the  peace, 
and  affected  the  best  interests  of  our  city;  such  as  are  known  to  the  police  of 
the  city,  or  to  the  Committee  of  Vigilance,  as  felons  by  conduct  or  association, 
be  notified  to  leave  this  port  within  five  days  from  this  date,  and  at  the  expira- 
tion of  which  time  they  shall  be  compelled  to  depart,  if  they  have  not  already 
<lone  so  ; 

Resolved,  That  a  Safety  Committee  of  thirty  persons  be  appointed,  whose 
sacred  duty  it  shall  be  to  visit  every  vessel  arriving  w'ith  notorious  or  suspicious 
characters  on  board,  and  unloss  they  can  present  to  the  committee  evidences  of 
good  character  and  honesty,  they  shall  be  reshipped  to  the  places  from  whence 
they  came,  and  not  be  permitted  to  pollute  our  soil. 

Resolvedy  That  all  good  citizens  be  invited  to  join  and  assist  the  Committee 
of  Vigilance  in  carrying  out  the  above  measures,  so  necessary  for  the  perfect 
restoration  of  the  peace,  safety  and  good  order  of  the  community." 

These  resolutions  did  not  long  lie  dormant,  but  were  quickly  and 
extensively  acted  upon.  The  tragic  fate  of  Jenkins,  and  the  determin- 
ation manifested  to  deal  severely  with  the  villains,  bad  the  effect  of 
frightening  many  away.  The  steamers  to  Stockton  and  Sacramento 
were  crowded  with  the  Hying  rascals ;  but  the  exodus  was  not 
sufficient.  The  more  desperate  characters  remained,  and  unless  the 
city  were  more  thoroughly  purged,  matters  would  soon  become  as. 
frightful  as  ever. 

There  was  an  old  Mexican  law  of  the  State,  forbidding  the  immi- 
gration of  bad  characters  into  the  country;  this  law,  which  bad  been 
disregarded  of  late  was  nosv  put  strictly  into  execution  by  the  Com- 
mittee;  and,  also,  notices  were  served  on  ])ersons  knowai  to  be  of 
vicious  character — ''Sydney  Coves"  and  the  like  kind — that  they 
instantly  leave  the  city,  on  fear  of  being  forcibly  ex[)elled  to  tlie  places 
whence  they  came. 

This  was  rigidly  enforced  and  had  a  very  wholesome  effect  Some 
individuals  having  thrown  obstacles  in  the  way  of  the  committee,  the 
following  public  notice  was  issued  by  that  body: 

"vigilance  committee  room. 

It  having  become  necessary  to  the  peace  and  qiiiet  of  this  community,  that 
all  criminals  and  abettors  in  crime,  should  be  driven  from  among  us  ;  no  good 
citizen,  having  the  welfare  of  San  Francisco  at  heart,  will  deny  the  Committee 
of  Vigilance  such  information  as  will  enable  them  to  carry  out  the  above 
object.  Nor  will  they  interfere  with  said  committee  when  they  may  deem  it 
best  to  search  any  premises  for  suspicious  characters  or  stolen  property ; 
therefore 

Resolved,  That  we,  the  Vigilance  Committee,  claim  to  ourselves  the  right  to 
enter  any  person  or  person's  premises,  when  we  have  good  reason  to  believe 
that  we  shall  find  evidence  to  substantiate  and  carry  out  the  object  of  this 
body.  And  further,  deeming  ourselves  engaged  in  good  and  just  cause,  ive 
intend  to  maintain  it. 

Signed,  by  order  of 

Vigilance  Committee,  No.  67,  Secretary." 

This  publication  had  a  decidedly  successful  effect.  As  persons  who 
themselves  were  not  above  reproach,  still   wished  to  avoid  their  own 
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•crimination,  and  therefore  would  not  slieltei-  the  fugitive  miscreants; 
their  hiding  places  being  scarce — they  were  forced  to  fly. 

The  next  act  of  execution  by  the  hands  of  the  committee,  was  on 
the  11th  of  the  following  July.  One  James  Stuart,  who  after  having 
been  regularly  tried  by  the  committee,  was  found  guilty,  and  con- 
•demned  to  death.  He  subsequently  made  a  full  confession  of  his 
■crimes.  It  seems,  at  sixteen  years  of  age,  he  had  been  transported 
from  Enirland  to  Australia,  for  forgery.  His  whole  life  subsequent 
to  that  time  has  been  a  succession  of  vice  and  villainy.  He  had  only 
been  in  California  a  short  time,  but  during  that  ))erio(l,  he  had 
assisted  in  perpetrating  more  mui-dei's  and  liuiglaries  th.ui  any 
-criminal  whose  history  had  yet  been  recorded  in  California.  His 
confession  revealed  an  alarming  state  of  social  inipuiity  in  San 
Franci.sco.  About  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  of  July,  the 
customary  ta])8  on  the  bell  of  the  Monumental  Kngine  House,  told 
that  a  matter  of  life  and  death  was  under  consideration,  which 
summoned  the  entire  Vigilance  Committee.  A  large  inass  of  people 
assembled  a)>out  the  rooms  where  the  prisoner  was  contined.  Col. 
Steplienson  addressed  the  i)eople.  He  stated  the  facts  of  the  ca.se  in 
question,  giving  an  a(;count  of  the  life  of  the  prisoner  etc. ,  and  telling 
the  sentence  as  pronounced  l)y  the  Vigilantes,  he  in(juired  whether 
the  people  approved  the  sentence  and  its  immcMliate  execution  ]  A 
large  shout  in  the  affirmative  assured  his  inquiry.  Tiie  })ri.soner  was 
then  allowed  two  hour's  grace,  during  which  time  the  II ev  Dr.  Mills 
was  closeted  with  him  in  communion.  The  committee,  four  hundred 
in  numbei-,  during  tliis  interval,  sat  grindy  on  their  seats.  They  felt 
the  n^sponsibility  and  unpleasantness  of  the  task  before  them,  but 
they  did  not  hesitate.  After  the  expiration  of  the  two  hours,  the 
condemned  was  led  forth  under  a  strong  guard,  the  rest  of  the  com- 
mittee following  in  orderly  line  behind  the  prisoner.  A  great  crowd 
of  citizens  folio wchI.  He  was  taken  down  Battery  street  to  the  end 
of  the  Market  street  wharf,  where  everything  had  been  previously 
arranged  foi-  the  execution.  Very  .soon  after  the  procession  reached 
the  spot,  th(i  fatal  i-opf!  was  adjusted,  and  the  condemned  hoisted  up 
with  a  (U^rrick. 

He  did  not  struggh;  much.  After  hanging  a  few  seconds,  his  hat 
fell  oft",  and  a  slight  iireeze  stirred  and  gently  waved  his  hair.  This 
was  a  sorry  spectacle — a  human  being  dying  like  a  dog;  while  thous- 
ands of  erring  mortals,  whose  wickedness  only  had  not  yet  been 
found  out  looked  on  and  applaudecl.  liut  n<'cessity,  which  dared  not 
trust  itself  to  feelings  of  compa.ssion,  commanded  the  deed,  and 
unprofitable  sentiment  sunk  abashed.  lleason  loudly  declared  x*> 
periah  every  villa  In  who  ivunld  hurt  his  ni'/ufhbor .'  and  all  the  people 
8aid  ^''Ayneii!'' 

The  grand  jury,  empanelled  for  the  special  July  term  l)y  the  court 
of  sessions,  toward  the  close   of  a    long   report    on    the   condition    of 
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crime  in  San  Francisco,  and  in  which  they  made  allusion  to  this 
Vigilance  Committee,  took  occasion  to  say: 

"When  we  recall  the  delays,  inefficient,  and  we  believe  that  with 
truth  it  may  be  said,  the  corrupt  administration  of  the  law,  the 
incapacity  and  indifference  of  those  who  are  its  sworn  guardians  and 
ministers,  the  frequent  disregard  of  duty,  and  im})atience  while 
attending  to  perform  manifested  by  some  of  our  judges  ;  the 
many  notorious  villains  who  have  gone  unpunished,  lead  us  to  the 
belief  that  the  association  of  Vigilantes  have  been  governed  by  a 
feeling  of  opposition  to  the  manner  in  which  the  law  has  been  per- 
formed, rather  than  a  disregard  to  the  law  itself." 

The  grand  jurors  whilst  they  deplore  their  acts,  believe  that  the 
Vigilance  Committee,  at  great  personal  sacrifice  to  themselv^es,  have 
been  influenced  by  no  malice,  i)ersonal  or  private  ;  that  their  only 
incentive  was  the  welfare  of  the  community.  They  closed  the  lengthy 
comment  of  this  subject  with  the  following  statement:  "To  the 
members  of  the  Vigilance  Committee  we  are  indebted  for  much 
valuable  information  and  many  imj)ortant  witnesses."  This  testimony 
shows  the  estimation  in  which  the  Vigilantes  were  held  by  some  of 
the  most  enlightened  members  of  the  community,  who,  themselves, 
had  a  duty  to  perform  respecting  crime  in  the  district. 

The  next  occasion  of  execution  performed  by  the  Vigilantes  was  on 
the  24th  of  the  following  August,  two  persons,  Samuel  Whittaker 
dnd  Robert  McKenzie,  had  been  arrested  and  duly  and  fairly  tried 
by  the  committee,  they  confessed  their  guilt,  and  were  condemned  to 
be  hanged.  These  men  were  notoriously  bad,  their  names  being 
familiar  and  repulsive  to  all  decent  citizens.  They  were  hanged  side 
by  side,  in  ])ublic  view,  on  August  24th,  1851  ;  the  sight  striking 
terror  to  the  hearts  of  other  evil  doers,  who  were  impressed  by  these 
examples  that  they  could  no  longer  be  safe  in  San  Francisco;  such  as 
had  been  suspected,  and  notified  by  the  committee,  quickly  left  the 
city  ;  they,  however,  found  no  shelter  in  the  interior.  Shortly  after 
the  formation  of  the  Vigilantes  in  San  Francisco,  the  citizens  of 
Sacramento,  Stockton,  San  Jose,  and  all  the  rest  of  the  towns  of 
importance,  organized  a  Vigilance  Society,  for  their  protection  and 
safety. 

Thus,  by  almost  an  universal  effort  was  Califoania  cleansed  of  the 
sweepings  of  prisons,  and  the  alley-thieves  of  other  lands,  and  once 
more  rendered  pure,  sweet  and  safe.  On  the  16th  day  of  the  follow- 
ing September,  the  Vigilance  Committee  agreed  to  suspend  indefin- 
itely further  operation  in  the  city.  They,  however,  retained  rooms 
and  an  organization  which  could  be  called  into  action  on  very  short 
notice.  Indeed,  several  times  afterward,  they  were  of  material  service 
to  the  authorities,  in  performing  their  functions  of  office. 

The  committee  })laced  its  services  at  the  disposal  of  the  legal  admin- 
istrators of  justice,  and  they  proved  themselves  to  be  the  true  guar- 
dians of  the  citizens   of   San  Francisco.      When   the  city  authorities 


15 

offered  a  reward  of  $2500  for  the  apprehension  of  an  incendiary,  the 
committee  offered  dou>)le  the  amount  for  the  same.  Thus  they  aided 
in  many  ways  the  efficiency  of  the  officers  of  law.  People  who  have 
condemned  the  Vigilance  Committee  as  a  lawless  mob,  do  great  injustice 
to  those  respectable  members.  Those  who  thus  descry  probably 
know  little  or  nothing  about  the  then  existing  condition  of  society  in 
California.  For  such  persons  there  may  be  some  excuse,  but  for  those 
who  may  be  cognizant  of  these  facts,  and  who  still  villify  the  action, 
they  must  either  be  grossly  in  favor  of  vice,  or  else  sadly  deficient  in 
the  plainest  principles  of  common  sense.  I  am  informed  by  an  ex- 
Vigilante,  that  the  roll-call  of  the  committee  of  this  year,  at  the  time 
of  its  disbandment,  amounted  to  700  members,  that  of  '56  was  much 
more  extensive. 


PART    SECOND, 


The  reader  must  be  content  to  lose  sight  of  the  happenings  from 
the  year  '51  to  '56,  as  this  book  is  really  a  history  of  the  Vigilantes 
of  the  lattf-r  year.  During  the  year  1853,  the  business  of  San 
Francisco  underwent  great  depression.  At  the  close  of  that  year, 
however,  the  population  was  estimated  to  l)e  about  fifty  thousand. 
Early  in  1854  new  gold  develoi)ments  gave  life  to  all  business 
throughout  the  State.  It  was  during  this  year  in  fact,  that  the 
most  noted  discoveries  mere  made.  So  business  was  all  that  could  be 
desired  in  San  Francisco  up  to  the  close  of  '55;  the  population  of  the 
city  having  increased  to  about  seventy-five  thousand,  'i'o  be  con- 
sistent, it  is  necessary  to  give  cause  for  the  violent  measures  which 
characterized  the  action  of  the  Vigilance  Committee  during  the  year 
1856.  So  I  will  begin  by  illustrating  the  crime  for  which  the  offender 
was  afterwards  held  to  answer  by  the  Vigilantes.  The  reports  1  gather 
from  the  jjapers  of  those  dates,  as  they  were  m  truth  given. 


CHAPTER  I. 

From  the  San  Francisco  Alta^  Nov.  18,  1855  : — Gen.  William  H. 
Richardson  was  assassinated  in  the  streets  of  this  city  last  evening, 
under  circumstances  particularly  atrocious.  Murders  have  been 
committed  for  robbery  or  from  motives  of  revenge,  but  for  this  one 
thei-e  appears  to  have  been  no  inciting  cause,  but  an  unnatural  thirst 
for    blood.      We  shall  endeavor  to  detail   the  facts  as  clearlv  jvs  thev 

uld  be  gathered  upon  a  long  and  diligent  investigation. 


1() 

Gen.  Richardson  and  a  man  named  Charles  Cora  (an  Italian  by 
birth,  but  for  some  time  a  resident  of  California)  had  a  quarrel  in 
front  of  the  Cosmoimlitan  Saloon,  which  is  between  Clay  and  Com- 
mercial streets,  on  Friday  evening.  The  quarrel  was,  in  itself,  a  very 
trifling  affair,  and  was  supposed  to  have  been  arranged  to  the  mutual 
satisfaction  of  the  parties.  Yesterday  evening  they  met  again  at  the 
Blue  Wing,  where  further  explanations  were  made  ;  from  which, 
those  who  were  near  enough  to  notice  what  was  going  on,  under- 
stood that  all  unkind  feelings  on  the  part  of  either  were  drO]>ped. 
They  stepped  oat  of  the  house  onto  the  sidewalk  and  talked  together 
for  a  few  minutes,  after  which  they  turned  into  Clay  street  and 
walked  off  together  arm  in  arm.  What  followed  is  best  described 
by  witnesses.  A  Mr.  Robinson,  passing  out  of  Leidesdorff  street 
into  Clay,  and  going  towards  Montgomery,  saw  two  men  standing  in 
the  doorway  of  Messrs.  Godeft'roy  ct  Sillems'  brick  building.  One  of 
the  men  had  a  pistol  in  his  right  hand,  the  muzzle  pointed  at  the 
breast  of  the  other,  while  with  his  left  hand  he  had  grasped  the 
collar  of  his  coat.  He  heard  the  man  who  was  thus  held  by  the 
collar  say,  "You  would  not  shoot  me,  would  you?  I  am  not  armed  I" 
Supposing  matters  were  serious,  and  seeing  a  man  on  the  opposite 
side  of  the  street  whom  he  supposed  to  be  a  policeman,  Mr.  Robinson 
rush  e  J  across  the  street  and  said:  "separate  these  men  or 
there  will  be  trouble."  Instantly  he  found  he  was  mistaken, 
that  the  person  he  addressed  was  not  a  policeman  ;  he  then  ran  uj) 
to  the  corner  of  Clay  and  Montgomery  streets,  and  seeing  no  officer 
there  he  turned  back,  determined  to  separate  the  parties  himself. 
As  he  was  going  towards .  them  a  pistol  was  discharged,  and  Gen. 
Richardson  fell  dead.  This  was  at  7  o'clock  p.  m.  From  the  time 
that  Mr.  Robinson  first  saw  the  men,  until  the  shooting,  must  have 
been  nearly  three  minutes.'  The  person  mistaken  by  Robinson  for 
an  officer,  having  the  attention  called  to  the  persons  in  Godeffrey  and 
Sillems'  doorway,  also  observed  that  one  svas  holding  the  other  by 
the  collar,  and  had  a  pistol  at  his  breast.  The  man  who  was  thus 
held  made  no  manner  of  resistance;  on  the  contrary,  his  hands  were 
hanging  down  at  his  side.  After  firing  the  pistol  the  assassin  re- 
leased his  hold  upon  the  collar  of  his  victim  and  walked  u))  Clay 
street.  He  was,  however,  followed  by  pertsons  who  saw  the  occur- 
rence, and  was  very  shortly  after  arrested  and  placed  in  the  custody 
of  the  City  Marshal. 

The  person  who  was  shot  died  almost  instantly.  A  shock,  such  as 
this  community  has  seldom  felt,  was  communicated  from  one  end  of 
this  city  to  the  other,  as  soon  as  the  bxidy  of  the  murdered  man  was 
recognized  to  be  that  of  Gen.  Richardson,  Montgomery  street,  in  the 
vicinity  of  thf»  s[)ot  where  the  murder  was  committed,  was  soon  filled 
with  a  highly  excited  crowd.  There  was  talk  of  lynching,  and 
regrets  that  the  Vigilance  Committee  had  disbanded  ;  but  no  resort 
was  had  to  violence.      Later  in  the  evening,  the  startling  tap  of  the 
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Monumental  bell  was  heard,  and  many  of  the  old  members  of  the 
Vigilance  Committee,  together  with  a  crowd  of  persons  who  were  not 
inember.s,  assembled  at  tlie  Oriental.  Mr.  Samuel  Brannan  delivered 
an  exciting  speech  and  resolutions  were  declared  to  have  the  law 
efficiently  executed  in  this  trial.  Gen.  Richardson's  body  was  con- 
veyed to  the  U.  8.  Marshal's  office,  in  the  Merchants'  Exchange 
building,  where  it  was  exposed  to  view  during  a  considerable  portion 
of  the  night;  and  was  visited  by  large  numbers  of  his  friends  and 
acquaintances.  Doctors  A.  F.  Sawyer  and  Kowell  made  a  post 
mortem  examination  of  the  bodv,  with  the  following;  result:  The 
ball  entered  the  body  al^out  two  and  one  half  inches  above  the  left 
nipple ;  it  perforated  the  fourth  rib,  near  its  junction  with  the 
cai-tilage  of  the  rib,  and  passed  tlirough  tlie  thin  margin  of  the  left 
lung,  the  left  cuticle  of  the  heart,  the  iiiiddle  lobe  of  tiie  right  lung; 
and  was  found  under  the  integument  over- the  eiglith  rib,  toward  the 
interior  ]»art  of  the  body. 

(jen.  Richardson  has  been  prominent  in  California  ever  since  the 
organization  of  the  State  Government.  In  IJ^T)!  he  was  elected  i>y 
the  Legislature,  Quarter-Ma.ster  (general  of  the  California  Militia. 
In  18r)2  he  was  a  delegate  to  tlie  Democratic  National  Convention, 
which  nominated  (jien.  Pierce  for  the  Presidency.  In  March,  1S')."J, 
Gen.  Richardson  was  appointed  V  S.  .Marshal  for  tlie  Nortliern 
District  of  California  ;  and  tliis  office  he  has  held  up  to  the  present 
time,  (ieneral  Richardson  was  brave  and  chivalric  to  a  proverb  ; 
and  withal,  so  gentle  and  (juiet  'v\  his  demeanor  towards  all,  tliat  none 
could  know  him  and  not  love  liim  He  was  about  .i.S  vears  of  ajje, 
and  a  native  of  Washington,  D.  C.  He  leaves  a  young  wife  over- 
wlielmed  in  grief,  and  whose  situation  i.s  such  as  to  call  fortli  the 
Stronsrest  sympathy  of  every  individual.  Charles  Cora,  wiio  com- 
mitted the  deed,  is  stated  to  be  a  native  of  Italy,  and  is  said  to  be  a 
member  of  the  "  sj)orting  fraternity."  He  is  now  confined  in  the 
County  -Jail.  If  th<'i-e  are  any  palliating  circumstances  connected 
witli  the  murder,  thev  have  not  vet  come  to  litflit. 

Octol>er  19,  (^oroner's  verdict  —  A  coroner's  inquest  was  held  bv 
Coroner  h  ent,  on  the  body  of  (ien.  William  H.  Richardson,  at  the 
U.  S.  Circuit  Court  room,  Sunday  morning,  at  10  o'clock.  The  room 
was  thronged  with  sj)ectators.  The  body  was  lying  in  an  adjoining 
room,  and  during  the  whole  forenoon  was  visited  by  a  large  numl)er 
of  persons.  The  following  jury  was  sworn  upon  the  inquest:  Judge 
Chambers,  Frederick  Hoyle,  I'.  I ).  Kildutl",  (Jeorge  Amerige,  Charles 
Dexter,  (i.  (/.  Jones,  Alvin  Flandeis,  J.  M.  Fannell.  Three  derringer 
pistols  were  exhibited  uj)un  the  table  ;  two  of  which  had  been  taken 
from  Cora-  one  di.scharged  and  tlie  other  loaded — and  one  had  l>een 
found  iM*ar  the  body  of  ittiu.  Richanl.son,  cocked  but  not  dis(har;j^«»d. 
After  a  long  examination,  whicli  occupies  an  entire  column  of  the 
Altd,  and  which  included  a  dozen  witnesses,  the  following  verdict  wa.s 
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returned:  That  the  said  William  H.  Richardson  came  to  his  death 
by  a  pistol  shot  fired  from  the  hands  of  one  Charles  Cora,  on  the  night 
of  Saturday,  Kov.  17th,  between  the  hours  of  6  and  7  o'clock;  and 
that  the  said  Richardson  went  in  company  with  the  said  Charles 
Cora  to  a  place  near  the  corner  of  Clay  and  Leidesdorff  streets,  in 
the  city  of  San  Francisco,  in  front  of  a  store  occupied  by  Fox  & 
O'Connor,  and  that  the  said  Jichardson  was  then  deprived  of  his 
life  in  the  manner  aforesaid  by  the  said  Cora;  and  from  the  facts  pro- 
duced, the  jury  believe  that  the  said  act  was  premeditated,  and  that 
there  was  nothing  to  mitigate  the  same.      Signed  by  the  jurors. 

From  the  Alta,  the  following  day,  we  co})y  :  "The  case  of  Cora, 
who  killed  General  Richardson,  will  in  due  time  come  up  for  trial  in 
the  Fourth  District  Court,  before  Judge  Hager.  There  has  not  been 
a  murder  trial  in  this  Court  since  Judge  Hager  presided  The  next 
news  we  have  of  Cora  is  under  date  Dec.  2d,  S.  F.  Alta:  During 
the  session  of  the  4th  District  Court,  yesterpay,  Chas.  Cora  was 
arraigned  to  plead  to  his  indictment  for  the  murder  of  Gen. 
Richardson.  It  had  been  kept  profoundly  secret  that  this  judicial 
ceremony  was  about  to  take  place,  in  order  to  avoid  the  collecting  of 
a  crowd,  and  the  exitement  consequent  thereupon. 

The  prisoner  was  brought  down  by  Sheriif  Scannell,  and  his  eflBcient 
Deputy  Mr.  Harrison.  He  was  conveyed  in  a  closed  carriage,  and 
the  whole  ceremony  of  arraignment  in  the  Court-room  was  a  matter 
of  extreme  privacy.  When  the  prisoner  had  been  confined  in  the 
Judge's  chambers,  our  reporter  went  to  see  him.  He  was  looking 
remarkably  easy  and  self-possessed,  Avithout,  however,  anything  like 
braggadocia  in  his  manner  He  was  seated  upon  a  sofa  conversing 
with  Judge  Tilford,  one  of  his  counsel,  smiling,  and  apparently  at 
ease.  He  was  dressed  in  a  somewhat  fancy  style ;  wearing  a  richly 
figured  velvet  vest,  and  light  sporting-kids  ;  which,  together  with  an 
overcoat  thrown  lightly  over  his  shoulders,  a  neatly  trimmed 
moustache,  and  his  nonchalant  air,  made  up  quite  a  characteristic 
tout  ensemble.  On  being  ushed  into  the  Court  room,  the  prisoner 
occupied  one  of  the  chairs  in  the  jury  box.  Mr.  Carpenter,  acting 
District  Attorney,  said  :  I  now  move  the  Court  that  Charles  Cora  be 
arrained  on  his  indictment  for  murder,  for  the  ])urpose  of  pleading 
thereto.  Col.  W^ood,  the  clerk,  then  took  the  bill  of  indictment  and 
cried  out,  in  a  loud  voice,  ''stand  up  Mr.  Cora."  The  prisoner  stood 
u|),  and  heard  the  indictment  read  without  betraying  any  emotion 
whatever.  The  District  Attorney  then  put  the  usual  question. 
"Is  your  name  Charles  Cora?"  The  prisoner  responded,  "Yes  Sir." 

Gen.  McDougal,  of  counsel  for  the  prisoner,  said  :  "It  is  not  the 
proper  time  for  him  to  plead  now,  your  Honor  ;  it  is  not  expected 
that  he  shall  put  in  his  plea  now,  and  we  ask  an  extension  of  time 
until  Wednesday  for  pleading." 

Judo'e  Hager — "I  shall  only  give  3'ou  until  Monday  to  plead." 

Gen.  McDougal — "I  desire  to  state  to  the  Court  that  the  prisoner's 
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counsel  are  anxious  to  have  the  time  for  pleading  extended  until 
Wednesday.  There  would  not  be  sufficient  time  before  Monday  for 
a  consultation  among  the  prisoner's  counsel."  Coi.  Baker,  also  of 
prisoner's  counsel,  suggested  that  he  was  then  occu})ied  in  a  criminal 
trial,  which  would  probably  extend  until  Monday.  The  histrict 
Attorney  having,  also,  said  that  he  had  no  objection  to  the  brief 
postponement,  the  Court  eventually  allowed  an  extension  of  tinie  to 
plead  until  the  following  Wednesday. 

Judge  Hager — "I  desire  to  know  of  the  District  Attorney,  if 
this  will  be  the  first  ca.se  brought  u})  for  trial  ? " 

Mr.  Carpenter — "No,  sir."  There  are  other  cases  on  the  criminal 
calendar,  awaiting  disposition  ;  but  the  case  of  Cora  shall  be  taken 
up  just  as  soon  as  j)ossible."  the  prisoner  was  then  removed  by 
HherifF  Scannell.  Quite  an  arary  of  counsel  ap|)eared  in  V>ehalf  of 
prisoner^ — Namely  :  Gen.  McDougal,  Col.  Baker,  Judge  Tilford,  and 
Col.  James. 

Wednesday  the  Court  was  occupied  by  another  important  murder 
trial ;  so,  Cora's  case  was  not  heard  until  Thursday,  and  the  time 
was  consumed  by  arguments  relative  to  the  irregularity  of  the  in- 
dictment, the  counsel  for  prisoner,  j)leading  an  extention  of  time. 
On  Saturdav  the  case  was  arfain  heard.  After  much  technical  argru- 
ment,  in  which  the  District  Attorney  was  unable  to  overrule  the 
objections  of  Col.  James,  the  Court  resubmitted  the  case  to  the  grand 
jury,  and  the  prisoner  remanded  to  custody.  Col.  James  then 
rose  and  said ;  ''I  now  move  that  the  prisoner  be  discharged  en- 
tirely from  custody.  The  indictment  has  been  annulled  by  the 
Court's  decision,  and  there  is  nothing  now  to  hold  the  prisoner.  I 
want  two  or  threes  minute's  to  prepare  a  V)ill  of  exceptions  to  have  the 
motion  nr^^'ued." 

Judge  Hager  at  once  replied  :  "The  Court  cannot  listen  to  any 
argument  on  such  a  motion  ;  the  case  is  referred  to  anotlier  gi-and 
jury."  iSo  Cora  was  conducted  back  to  jail.  The  Court  had  given 
its  decision  simply  on  the  ground  that  the  District  Attorney  had 
asked  that  the  demurrer  be  sustained  ;  alleging  that  he  did  not  wish 
to  jK^ril  the  case  by  irregular  proceedings.  The  case  cannot  now 
})0.ssibly  be  tried  this  term   of  Court.  —  *S'.  F.  Alta. 

D<c.  1;{ — ^ Acting  District  Att'y  Carpenter  filed  an  affidavit  to  the 
ll(jnoral>l<'  T.  W.  Kreclon,  Presiding  Ju<lge  of  the  Court  of  Sessions, 
of  the  (Jounty  of  8an  Francisco,  asking  tiiat  a  grand  jury  forthwith 
be  ordered  to  be  summoned  before  the  Court,  to  investigate  the  Cora 
case  ;  and  to  transact  such  business  as  n>ay  lawfully  come  before  the 
Court      K.  \i.  Caiii'kvtkh. 

On  the  foundation  of  the  petition,  an  order  was  entered  for  the 
summoning  of  a  grand  jury;  and  re(juiring  to  make  return  at  twelve 
o'clock  today,  Friday.  An  order  was  also  entered  for  the  re- 
submission of  Cora's  wise  to  the  grand  jury. 

Dec.  15,  Court  of  Sessions — T.  W.  Freelon,  Judge  and  Associates: 


l^fr-c? 
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The  Sheriff  returned  the  names  of  the  following  gentlemen  to  serve 
on  the  grand  jury  for  the  regular  term:  — 

R.  McKee  (appointed  foreman)  Henry  E.  Perne,  Frank  Baker, 
Charles  Hasmer,  B.  Peyton,  Jr.,  H.  Garrison,  J.  Mora  Moss,  Jr.,  T. 
H.  Selby,  A.  G.  Ramsdell,  W.  P.  Jones,  Geo.  W.  Green,  F.  B.  Fol- 
ger,  Mr.  Randolph,  G.  H.  Wheeler,  Edw.  Beale,  P.  W.  Van  Winkle, 
Patrick  Hunt,  C.  B.  Polhemus,  T.  J.  L.  Smiley,  Chas  W.  Rand,  Fer- 
dinand Yassault,  Chas.  H.  Morgan,  Samuel  Loring,  and  T.  Hoynes. 
At  the  suggestion  of  District  Attorney  CsPi-penter,  Charles  Cora  was 
brought  into  Court  at  the  appointed  hour  for  the  organization  of  the 
grand  jury.  The  ))risoner  was  called  upon  by  the  Court  personally. 
Court — "Charles  Cora,  stand  up.  Do  you  appear  by  counsel?"  Prison- 
er— "No,  sir."  Court — "Do  you  desire  to  appear  by  counsel?  Pris- 
oner— "No,  sir."  The  Court — "this  Court  is  now  about  proceeding 
to  empannel  a  grand  jury,  which  will  investigate  the  charges  against 
yuu  of  murder,  committed  on  the  person  of  William  H.  Richardson, 
and  the  Court  desires  to  know  if  you  desire  to  appear  by  counsel  in 
regard  to  the  proceedings?"  Gen.  McDougal  suggested  the  prisoner's 
reply,  who  said:  "I  don't  wish  to  appear  at  all."  Gen.  McDougal — 
"I  suggest  that  this  reply  shall  appear  literally  on  the  record  "  The 
Court  then  proceeded  to  empannel  the  grand  jury,  and  his  Honor, 
Judge  Freelon,  addressed  them  as  follows:  "The  object  and  end  of 
the  grand  jury  is  two-fold.  First,  to  sustain  the  majesty  of  the  law; 
and  secondly,  to  protect  the  rights  of  the  citizen.  The  maxim  of  the 
common  law  was,  that  no  man  should  suffer  the  severe  penalties  of 
the  law  without  the  judgments  of  twenty-four  of  his  peers — twelve 
grand  jurors  to  find  the  bill,  and  twelve  petty  jurors  to  bring  in  the 
verdict.  This  right  was  wrung  from  an  arbitray  monarch,  and  from 
unwilling  judges,  at  a  time  when  law  was  oppression  and  power  was 
tyranny;  it  was  a  concession  to  human  rights,  demanded  and  insisted 
upon  by  the  free  spirit  of  the  whole  Anglo-Saxon  race. "  At  the  con- 
clusion of  his  address  he  said.  "Vou  are  supposed  to  consist  of  the 
wisest  and  most  virtuous  citizen;  to  have  the  largest  stake  in  the  in- 
terest of  the  government,  and  to  be  ready,  by  cool  deliberation  and 
earnest  action,  to  meet  any  exigencies  that  may  arise.  The  Court 
has  confidence  in  you.  You  will  not  do  more  than  your  duty  through 
intimidation  of  popular  feeling;  you  will  not  do  less  through  mis- 
taken mercy  or  misguided  sympathy." 

At  1  o'clock,  Wednesday,  Dec.  19,  Cora  was  again  brought  into 
Court.  Cora's  counsel  presented  a  demurrer  to  the  indictment,  which 
Judge  Hager  overruled.  The  indictment  was  then  read  to  Cora,  who 
plead  not  guilty.     The  trial  was  then  set  for  January  3d. 


CHAPTER  II. 

January  3d,  1856 — The  day  had  been  specially  ajipointed  for  the 
trial  of  Cora.  The  Court-room  was  crowded  by  an  eager  and 
excited  audience.  It  was  found  necessary  to  station  two  officers — 
one  at  the  door,  the  other  at  the  bar — to  fjuard  the  entrance  of  the 
Court,  and  keep  back  the  crowd,  who  were  pressing  forward  in  their 
anxiety  to  witness  the  proceedings.  Tlie  jurors  who  had  been  sum- 
moned on  the  venire  for  the  regular  December  term  were  required  to 
attend.  Thii-ty-four  answered  to  their  names  at  tho  op»*ning  of  the 
Court  in  the  morning. 

The  prisoner — Chas.  Cora — was  seated  in  a  corner  ot  tiie  Court- 
room, attended  closely  by  an  officer.  His  a})pearance  was  much 
ciianged  since  his  first  introduction  at  the  bar.  He  look<-d  anxious 
and  troublfMl,  and  seemed  to  take  deep  interest  in  the  proceedings  ; 
so  much  so,  tliat  he  appeared  scarcely  conscious  of  the  curiosity  of 
which  he  was  the  object.  A  change  of  venire  was  re<juested  by 
prisoner's  counsel,  but  was  overruled  by  the  Coui»t.  Then  five  minor 
exceptions  were  presfMited,  all  overruled  by  th<*  Court.  'I  he  last 
objection  was  the  challenge  of  the  petty  jury;  claiming  that  the  legal 
number  of  fifty  (50)  had  not  appeared  in  Court,  and  that  the  prisoner 
could  not  avail  himself  of  the  right  of  inspection. 

To  the  last  teclinicality  the  District  Attorney  replied  by  moving 
the  Court  for  an  additional  venire  for  as  many  jurors  as  were  neces- 
sary to  complete  the  full  requisite  of  fifty. 

Tlie  Court  allowecl  the  District  Attorney  to  take  an  order  accord- 
ingly. After  the  panel  had  becMi  so  completed,  the  counsel  proceeded 
to  examine  the  gentlemen  summoned  as  jurors.  The  examination  of 
the  jurors  (K-cupied  the  entire  attention  of  tlui  Court  for  five  days, 
and  not  till  the  ninth  could  a  full  tw(*lve  be  decided  upon.  The  fol- 
lowing are  the  names  of  those  selected  :  A.  F.  Forbes,  Edward  P. 
Flint,  T.  I).  C.  Olmstead,  Mathew  Joice,  William  H.  Stowell,  W.  A. 
riper,  .1.  M  Easterly,  .J.  W.  I'aton,  J.  .1.  Haley.  Jacob  Mayer,  C. 
11.    \'ail,    Aaron   Holmes. 

On  the  morning  of  Jan.  Sth,  an  affidavit  was  made  by  Jacob 
Mayer,  charging  L.  Sokolasky  with  havnig  attem})te(l  to  bribe  him 
in  favor  of  the  defendant  Cora,  either  to  procure  a  verdict  of  acquital 
or  prevent  the  jury  from  agreeing  An  attachment  was  issued  to 
bring  the  accused  into  (yOurt.  After  the  jury  had  been  duly  fornu'd 
th<i  Court  instiucted  tlie  Sheriff  upon  no  circumstances  to  all(»w  the 
jury  to  se|>arate  at  any  tim(!  during  the  trial,  not  even  to  visit  their 
families.  Evidence  was  tlien  taken  of  witnesses  who  saw  the  affair, 
which  it  is  unnecessiirv  to  repeat.  The  j>hysicians,  also,  give  evi- 
dence to  the  effect  that  the  wound  was  necessarily  mortal.  An 
officer  ti'Stitied  that  Cora  liad  said  to  him  sliortlv  after  his  arrest,  "  I 
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have  no  pistol."  The  defense  desired  the  opening  of  the  case  to  be 
deferred  till  morning.  This  was  granted.  Previous  to  the  examin- 
ation of  witnesses  and  physicians,  Judge  Alexander  Campbell,  of 
counsel  for  the  state,  opened  the  case  up  for  the  prosecution 

He  mentioned  briefly,  and  in  simple  words,  the  main  facts  and 
circumstances  of  the  crime,  which  he  left  to  be  established  by  the 
witnesses  He  charged  the  jury  with  the  responsibility  of  this  action, 
and  delined  to  them  murder,  in  the  language  of  the  statute.  He 
concluded  his  remarks  by  referring  to  past  crimes  and  trials,  wherein 
there  was  no  shadow  of  doubt,  but  the  offender  had  gone  unpunished. 
He  referred  to  these  facts,  merely  to  illustrate  the  necessity  of  punish- 
ing crime  when  it  was  clearly  proved,  and  did  not  intend  that  his 
remarks  should  a])ply  particularly  to  the  prisoner's  case;  and  he  would 
even  caution  the  jury  not  to  allow  their  minds  to  be  swayed,  by  such 
considerations,  in  passing  upon  the  prisoner's  case. 

The  next  day  Gen.  McDougal  opened  up  the  case  to  the  jury  in 
behalf  of  the  defense.  He  said  that  the  prisoner  asked  for  no  mercy, 
but  onlv  for  such  rights  as  were  guaranteed  to  him  as  a  citizen.  He 
said  that  Gen.  Kichardson  and  Cora  were  peifect  strangers  till  the 
Friday  night  preceding  the  following  Saturday,  when  the  killing 
occurred.  He  challenged  any  statements  to  the  contrary.  He  de- 
sired to  explain  that  Richardson  was  a  man  of  powerful  strength, 
although  small  in  stature  ;  that  in  physical  comparison  the  prisoner 
was  much  the  slighter  man.  That  the  deceased  was  quick  in  quarrel — 
easily  provoked,  and  prompt  in  taking  action.  The  prisoner,  on  the 
contrary,  although  born  under  an  Italian  sun,  was  a  man  of  peaceful 
habits ;  and  no  matter  how  disreputable  his  profession  (gambler),  he 
was  a  man  that  had  no  taste  for  blood. 

Gen.  McDougal  proceeded  to  say  :  That  on  fhe  friday  night  referred 
to,  Gen.  Richardson  in  com})any  with  some  friends,  entered  the  Cos- 
mopolitan saloon,  a  little  past  midnight ;  and  that  Cora  at  the  time 
was  in  the  back  part  of  the  saloon,  playing  back-gammon  with  doctor 
Mills.  Richardson  and  his  friends  were,  already,  somewhat  affected  by 
drink,  and  were  about  taking  a  glass  of  cham})agne,  when  Dr.  Mills 
came  forward  and  introduced  Cora,  who  w^as  then  invited  by  Gen 
Richardson  to  take  a  drink,  Richardson  was  excited  by  liquor,  and 
shortly  after  walked  out  onto  the  sidewalk,  accompanied  by  Cora. 
Some  trifling  reference  on  the  part  of  Cora  was  disj^leasing  to  Rich- 
ardson, who  said  :  "what  is  that  you  say? "  "  I  will  slap  your  face  for 
it."  They  returned  into  the  Saloon,  but  friends  prevented  any  diffi- 
culty that  night.  The  next  day  about  4  o'clock  Gen.  Richardson 
visited  the  Cosmopolitan,  and  inquired  for  the  young  man  whom 
he  had  the  difficulty  with  the  previous  night.  He  then  started  off 
in  search  of  Cora,  and  finally  found  him  on  Clay  street,  in  company 
with  Mr.  Ragsdale.  As  he  passed,  Cora  remarked,  "there  goes  Gen. 
Richardson  with  whom  I  had  a  difficulty  last  night,  and  he  gave  me 
a  black  look  as  he  passed."     Mr.  Ragsdale  remarked  that  he  knew 
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Gen.  Richardson  very  well,  and  that  he  would  make  up  the  quarrel. 
They  then  walked  down  the  street  and  found  Richardson,  and  after 
some  controversy,  it  api>eared  that  the  matter  was  amicably  settled. 
They  then  proceeded  to  Mr.  Hayes  saloon  and  drank  together,  and 
afterward  went  together  to  the  Cosmopolitan,  and  drank  again.  Gen. 
Richardson  did  not  appear  satisfied.  Shortly  after,  he  taj)ped  Cora 
on  the  shoulder  and  urged  him  to  go  with  him  to  the  corner  of  Clay 
street.  Cora  was  anxious  to  separate,  and  said  that  lie  wanted  to  go 
to  dinner.  Gen.  Richardi?on  re})lied,  "  I  have  lost  my  dinner  by  this 
damned  thing."  Cora  became  alarmed  and  asked  Gen.  Richardson 
whether  it  was  all  settled  i  Gen.  Richardson  had  Cora  by  die  left 
arm,  walking  along  the  south  side  of  Clay  street.  Gen.  Richanlson 
had  on  his  peason  a  heavy  knife,  and  a  derringer  pistol.  And  as  they 
})assed  along,  the  sound  of  something  metallic  (which  was,  in  fact,  the 
sheath  of  the  knife)  was  heard  falling  on  the  street.  The  next  thing 
that  was  observed  was  Gen.  Richardson  holding  the  knife  in  his  up- 
lifted hand — -a  strugi,de  ensuexl  for  the  knife — Cora  having  seized 
Gen.  Richardson  by  the  arm:  On  finding  that  his  arm  was  pinned, 
Gen.  Richardson  drew  his  j)istol  with  his  other  hand,  and  a  scuttte 
ensued  for  tiiat,  which  Cora  succeeded  in  getting  from  Richardson. 
(Considering  that  Richardson  was  so  much  the  jjhysical  superior,  as 
claimed  by  the  h-^noraljle  attorney,  it  is  rather  to  be  wondered  at 
that  Cora  succeeded  in  overcoming  the  General  in  both  encounters.) 
Cora  then  drew  jiis  ])istol  and  shot  Richardson, 

Gen.  Mci)ougal  said  in  conclusion,  that  Gen,  liichardson  had  UnMi 
hunting  Cora  all  day;  that  in  his  conversation  with  Cora  he  had  con- 
stantly kept  hand  on  his  pistol  ;  that  a  knife  and  pistol  belonging  to 
Itichardson  had  been  picked  up  near  where  he  fell,  identified  by 
evidence,  H(*  would,  therefore,  on  such  evidence,  demand  a  verdict 
of  acquittal.      Thus  closed  the  address  of  Gen    McDougal. 

A  host  of  witnesses  were  examined  and  occu))iod  the  entire  time 
of  the  (Jourt  from  the  time  of  this  addres«,  on  the  9th  of  January 
till  the  14th.  The  evidence  tak<m  in  the  case  daily  filled  a  column 
anrl  a  lialf  of  the  Alia;  but  the  bulk  of  it  was  very  similai'ly  in  favor 
of  Cora  ;  and,  I  think,  not  suf!ici(!ntly  interesting  to  entertain  the 
reader.  1  will  only  add  that  most  of  the  evidence  corresponded  to 
the  description  related  by  Gen,  McDougal,  wrung  out  of  his  own 
witnfisscs.  However,  a  few  testifi("d,  according  to  report  of  Alfa,  on 
the  first  occurrence  oi  the  deed.  The  reader  may  deduce  his  i(h\i 
from  the  arguments  which  follow. 

On  .Monday  mornin'j,  Jan,  14,  the  testimony  was  closed,  and  Mr. 
Byrne  commenced  the  argument  for  the  prosecution  lie  l>egan  by 
Haying:  "that  tlie  verdict  in  this  case  must  be  either  one  of  convict- 
ion, or  else  an  honorable  ac(|uittal  of  the  prisoner."  He  commented 
on  the  evidence;  of  some  witnesses,  and  characterized  them  as  con- 
spirators against  tin?  administration  of  justice.  He  said  that  he  left 
it  to  the  common  sense  of  the  jury  to  discover,   from   the  reputation 
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and  habits  of  these  witnesses  as  related  by  themselves,  that  they 
were  brought  up  for  the  jmrpose  of  clearing  Cora,  and  are  entirely- 
unworthy  of  credit  and  belief. 

"This  is  a  most  extraordinary  case — a  prominent  and  respected 
citizen  has  been  ruthlessly  murdered  in  the  public  streets,  and  by  a 
man  whosf^  character  was  infamous,  and  whose  profession  was  that- 
of  a  gambler.  The  prisoner  has  secured  eminent  and  able  counsel  to- 
defend  him,  and  all  that  ingenuity  or  learning  could  suggest  has  been 
brought  to  bear,  to  protect  him  from  the  vengeance  of  the  law. 
Briber}^  of  witnesses  has  been  attempted;  as  appears  from  testimony. 
There  is  one  point  of  the  case,  however,  which  should  be  impressed 
on  the  minds  of  the  jury — that  is,  that  if  they  believe  the  testimony 
of  Cora's  witnesses,  they  must  entirely  ignore  the  witnesses  for  the- 
prosecution. 

The  witnesses  for  the  prosecution  could  have  no  reason  for  speaking 
otherwise  than  truly;  while  those  for  the  defense, there  is  every  reason  to- 
believe,  are  influenced  by  friendship  for  the  prisoner  or,  whac  is  worse,. 
are  perjurers  for  personal  gain.  And  it  is  also  proper  for  the  jury  to* 
consider  the  avocations  and  habits  in  life  of  these  witnesses.  Upon  the 
one  side  we  have  witnesses  unimpeached,  whose  characters  are  un- 
ssailed;  while  upon  the  other,  we  find  them,  by  their  own  acknowledge 
ments,  to  be  gamblers  and  agents  for  cock-pits." 

Mr.  Byrne  then  proceeded  to  analyze  the  evidence  of  the  defense, 
and  to  show  that  it  was  contradictory,  manufactured  and  unworthy 
of  consideration.  "There  is  one  circumstance,"  he  continued,  "that 
strikes  me  as  most  singular  and  mvsterious.  It  is  alleged  that  a  boy 
picked  up  the  knife  of  Gen.  Richardson  and  handed  it  to  one  Johnson, 
who  afterwards  delivered  it  to  an  officer.  Now,  where  is  the  boy  1 
Where  is  Johnson?"  The  Alta  continues  to  say,  "It  is  impossible 
to  give  anything  like  the  argument  of  Mr.  Byrne,  which  was  exceed- 
ingly powerful  and  eloquent."  At  the  reassembling  of  the  evening 
session.  Gen.  McDougal  commenced  the    argument   for  the    defense: 

Gentlemen  of  the  Jury: — It  has  been  remarked  by  Mr.  Byrne,  in  the  course 
of  his  speeeh,  that  it  had  been  found  necessary  by  the  defense  in  this  case,  tO' 
occupy  some  three  days  to  select  a  jury.  It  is  true,  gentlemen,  that  such  is 
the  fact;  but  the  reason  of  such  caution  on  our  part,  has  not  been  so  much  to- 
obtain  a  jury  favorable  only  to  the  prisoner,  but,  also,  to  obtain  such  a  jury  as 
would,  from  their  high  social  position,  be  satisfactory  to  the  community  ;  and 
whose  verdict  might  be  regarded  with  satisfaction  b}'  the  people  at  large. 

I  shall  now  call  your  attention  to  some  of  the  occurrences  of  the  night  of 
the  16th  of  November,  and  show  to  you  that  the  same  bloodthirstiness  whicb 
the  deceased  ihen  exhibited  was  renewed  on  the  day  of  his  death.  If  you  will 
recollect,  gentlemen,  Dr.  Poppy  testified  that  he  left  deceased  at  4  o'clock  on. 
the  day  of  his  death,  with  the  understanding  that  Kichardson  was  to  go 
immediately  home.  Did  he  do  that,  gentlemen  ?  .Instead  of  doing  that,  he 
proceeded  directly  to  the  Cosmopolitan  Saloon,  and  inquired  of  Marsh,  the 
barkeeper,  "If  the  man  with  whom  he  had  the  difficulty  last  night  had  been 
there  to-day?"  This  shows  that  Richardson  had  not  forgotten  his  threat  to 
kill  Cora,  and  that  he  hunted  him  to  put  that  threat  into  execution  ;  that  he 
was  under  the  same  morbid  and  bloodthirsty  influence  as  the  evening  before. 
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What,  gentlemen,  is  the  testimony  on  this  point?  His  own  friends  tell  you, 
that  when  under  the  influence  of  wine,  he  was  a  dangerous  man — prompt  to 
suspect  and  resent  an  insult.  Gen.  liichardson,  although  he  had  expressed  a 
regret  at  the  occurrence  of  the  difficulty,  and  ashamed  of  its  happening,  did 
on  the  following  da}',  neverthelijss,  when  ia  a  state  of  debauch,  renew  that 
difficulty,  and  lost  his  life  as  the  result. 

Gen.  McDougal,  in  his  furtlier  remarks,  endeavored  to  show  that 
Richardson  rendered  it  necessary  for  Cora  to  take  his  life  in  order  to 
preserve  his  own: 

"  Oentlemen,  let  us  reverse  the  position  of  the  patries  :  Suppose  that  Cora 
had  been  killed  instead  of  Richardson,  wouhl  not  the  community  have  said  : 
'Richardson  is  a  man  of  bravery,  of  gallantry,  and  of  standing  ;  and  that  he 
acted  from  motives  of  self  preservation?'  Why,  gentlemen,  if  siich  had 
been  the  case,  Richardson  would  have  been  discharged  by  the  first  examining 
magistrate,  and  his  action  hiuded,  a[)proved  and  recognized  by  tlie  wliole 
community.  So,  gentlcnicn,  would  end  the  tiial  of  Richardson  ;  and  his  fame 
as  a  brave  n)an,  a  gallant  man,  and  <vn  honorable  man  would  be  augmented 
and  increased." 

(icu.  McDoufjal  then  condeinned  th<^  attempt  of  pi'oseciition  to 
impeach  two  of  liis  witnesses — Thomas  and  Glennon. 

He  continued:  "Counsel  have  laughed  at  it,  sneered  at  it,  and  thought  it  an 
im{)Osition  on  the  intelligence  of  the  Court ;  and  yet  gentleman,  they  stand 
uniiupeached." 

(ien.  MclJougal  concluded  in  a  vc'ry  strong  and  forciljle  ap[)eal  to 
tli(^  jury,  and  cautioned  thom  to  disicgard  the  insane  clamors  of  an 
excited  poj)ulace. 

Col.  leaker  continues  the  argument  for  defense  to-morrow,  and 
will  l)e  followed  by  Col.    Tni^e  for  the  pnjsecution. 

Fourth  District  Court,  before  Judge  Hager,  Jan.  l.jth,  ".")().  At  the  opening 
of  the  Court  this  evening  Col.  Baker  continued  the  argument  for  the  defense 
by  saying:  "  If  the  court  please,  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  I  sincerely  trust  you 
have  returned  here  to-day,  a  day  to  be  marked  with  the  rendition  of  a  judg- 
ment, with  the  sauie  im|)artiality  which  has  characterized  your  action  during 
the  wliole  course  of  this  tiial.  1  feel  [iroud  that  I  have  the  privilege  of  address- 
ing such  a  jury,  as  you  have  proved  yourselves  to  be.  The  unfortunate 
prisoner  feels  confidence  in  you,  and  will  be  satisfied  with  the  event  of  this  ilay 
and  with  the  result  of  your  delibeiations.  (Gentlemen  of  the  jury,  we  witness 
an  imposing  a.sp«ct.  In  this  case,  the  dignity  of  the  jury,  and  the  zeal  of  the 
prosecution,  and  the  carefulness  of  the  defense,  command  the  admiration  of 
every  man  an<l  every  citiz(.'n.  It  is  true  gentlemen,  that  the  pa-^^t  life  of  Charles 
Coia  is  stained  with  vice  ;  it  is  true  that  his  profession  is  gambling,  and  his 
consort  a  wanton.  I  do  not,  nor  do  I  desire  to  forget  these  facts,  and  yet  he 
is  entitled  to  justice.  The  most  degraded  criminal  in  the  land,  the  most 
abandoned  character  of  the  country,  is  entitle«l  to  the  same  law,  and  the  same 
justice,  as  the  most  wealthy,  the  most  i)rouil,  and  tlie  most  distiiupiished. 
Has  justice  l)een  extended  him  ?  Has  public  opinion  awaited  trial  before  it 
condeMined   him  ? 

On  tlu!  contrary,  i)ublic  opinion  has  howle«l  against  him,  and  the  press  has 
concentrated  the  vials  of  its  wratli  upon  his  furr(»wed  brow.  Every  act  of  his 
life  has  been  reviewed  and  villified  ;  'svery  movement  he  has  made  has  been 
watched  by  the  exasperation  of  the  public  ;  and  every  indiscretion  he  ever 
committed  has  been  exagi^erat<'d  .-unl  mi.sr<!presented.  And  now  gt-ntleinen,  it 
is  to  you,  nnd  you  alone,  tlie  anxious  man  is  to  look  to  for  the  vindication  of 
his  innocenc<!  ;  nnd  to  prove  how  fallible  is  tlu'  outcry  of  a  mob  :  and  h()W 
terribly  his  life  and  happiness  has  been  trifled  with  and  denouncctl. 
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declared  his  admiration  for  the  woman,  who,  abandoned  by  the  world,  and 
pointed  at  in  derision,  could  yet  give  her  all,  as  freely  as  water,  to  redeem 
him  from  trouble  and  danger.  His  whole  speech  was  pronounced  with  affect- 
ing pathos,  and  appealed  to  the  S5'mpathies  of  every  man  in  the  crowded 
Court-room.  Want  of  space  will  not  permit  us  to  follow  him  further.  At  the 
conclusion  of  his  speech  Col.  Inge  addressed  the  Court. 

Speech  of  Col.   Inge: 

"May  it  please  the  Court,  and  the  gentlemen  of  the  jury,  an  important  duty 
devolves  upon  me,  in  closing  the  argument  for  the  prosecution.  The  ample 
grounds  taken  by  counsel  for  the  defense,  would  justify  me  in  being  equally 
as  discursive  ;  but  your  worn  and  jaded  countenances  admonish  me  that  it 
would  be  improper  to  do  so.  I  shall,  therefore,  confine  my  remarks  to  matters 
pertinent  to  the  case,  and  briefly  review  the  grounds  assumed  on  the  part  of 
the  .State.  1  am  not  here  to  eulogize  the  memory  of  the  dead  ;  that  duty  has 
been  more  appropriately  performed  at  another  place;  but  I  cannot  do  less  than 
bear  my  slight  testimony  to  the  high,  elevated,  and  honora])le  character  of 
(xen.  Richardson.  Since  1849  he  has  occupied  positions  of  honor  and  trust. 
Every  man  in  San  Francisco,  who  is  cognizant  of  passing  evf  nts,  will  sustain 
me  when  I  say,  that  the  breath  of  suspicion  has  now  for  the  first  time  soiled 
his  hon')rable  fame.  For  the  first  time  is  the  reputation  of  the  deceased 
assailed;  and  if  a  stranger  had  entered  this  room  one  hour  ago,  he  would  have 
supposed  your  duty  here  was  to  listen  to  libels  on  the  dead.  There  is  scarcely 
a  discrepancy  in  the  testimony  to  his  having  magnanimity  and  worth  ;  he  was 
true  in  hostility,  true  in  peace,  and  true  in  all  the  relations  of  life.  It  is  said 
that  he  was  prompt  to  resist  an  insult,  and  that  we  claim  as  to  his  honor  and 
our  pride.  Bat,  says  the  counsel,  we  should  be  allowed  to  investigate  specific 
acts  of  Richardson,  to  prove  his  rash  and  desperate  character.  Gentlemen, 
did  we  come  here  for  this?  We  are  to  investigate  murder,  and  to  maintain  the 
laws  of  our  country,  and  to  preserve  the  lives  of  the  living. 

The  testimony  of  Dr.  McMillan  is  the  first  imputation  cast  upon  his  name 
from  amid  a  thousand  friends,  and  it  is  hard  to  say  what  act  of  his  could  justify 
such  testimony.  It  is  important  here,  gentlemeu,  to  repeat  the  remark  of  Mr. 
Byrne,  that  we  wish  an  unqualified  verdict  of  acquittal  or  conviction. 

The  evidence  in  this  case  is  clear,  unqualified,  and  convincing  in  its  character, 
its  incidents,  and  its  consistency.  On  the  eve  of  the  17th  of  November  last,  (xen. 
Richardson  was  seen  to  leave  the  Cosmopolitan,  in  a  state  of  great  ixtoxication, 
So  much  so,  indeed,  that  the  witness  Bates  tells  you  that  although  he  passed 
him  and  spoke  to  him,  the  deceased  never  saw,  or  j-ecognized  him  in  any  way. 
He  was  seen  to  go  from  the  Cosmopolitan  along  Montgomery  and  down  Clay 
street  to  the  store  or  Fox  and  O'Connor,  in  company  with  the  prisoner  at  the 
bar.  The  acts  of  all  the  parties  were  plainly  seen,  and  when  opposite  the  store 
of  Fox  &  O'Connor,  were  closely  watched.  Capt.  Cotting  plainly  and  clearly 
tells  you,  that  while  passing  down  Clay  street  his  attention  was  attracted  to 
two  men,  one  of  whom  had  a  pistol  in  his  hand  ;  that  man  he  says  was  Cora. 
Richardson  had  no  weapon  in  his  hand.  The  next  movement  Cotting  observed 
was,  the  pushing  of  Kichardson  by  Cora,  into  the  doorway  of  Fox  &  O'Connor's 
store,  and  the  holding  of  a  pistol  by  the  latter  to  the  breast  of  deceased.  He  next 
saw  and  heard  the  discharging  of  a  pistol ;  there  were  five  witnesses  to  this 
transaction,  all  of  whom  agree  in  the  material  facts  stated.  They  all  agree  that 
Richardson  had  no  weapon,  and  that  no  struggle  took  place  ;  Richardson  was 
so  drunk,  as  I  shall  convince  you,  that  he  could  not  resist.  The  testimony 
which  I  related,  is  all  voluntarily  offered  by  the  witnesses,  without  profit  and 
without  price.  The  state  has  taken  no  extraordinary  means  to  obtain  evidence, 
our  only  testimony  eminates  from  honest  and  intellgent  witnesses.  It  is  from 
such  testimony,  gentlemen,  that  1  ask  you,  if  you  don't  believe  that  Richard- 
son was  slain  with  the  most  atrocious  malice.  We  rested  our  case  on  such 
testimony,  and  were  willing  to  abide  the  issue,     But  what  did  the  prisoner 
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deo  ?  He  introduced  a  previous  difficulty,  and  endeavored  to  connect  it  with  the 
killing.     What  were  the  circumstances  of  that  difficulty  ? 

Ou  the  evenin£<  of  the  16th  of  November,  Gen.  Richardson,  accompanied  by 
V.  Turner  and  F.  McKibben,  entered  the  Cosmopolitan  Saloon,  and  was  intro- 
duced to  Charles  Cora  soon  after. 

Kichardson  and  Cora  had  occasion  to  go  out,  and  in  a  short  time  Cora  came 
back  somewhat  excited,  and  wished  to  know  if  he  had  any  friends  there,  as  a 
man  had  threatened  to  slap  his  face,  Richardson  followed  closely  after  him, 
and  repeated  the  inquiry  of  Cora  as  to  his  having  friends  there.  Even  this 
shows  the  character  of  the  deceased.  Although  he  had  threatened  to  slap 
Cora's  face,  he  would  not  take  an  unfair  advantage  of  him.  Drunk  as  he  was, 
he  exhibited  that  courage  which  never  deserted  him,  and  which  formed  a  part 
of  his  every  being.  This  was  the  origin  of  the  difficulty  which  resulted  in  the 
murder  of  Richardyon,  and  it  is  upon  this  difficulty  that  the  prisoner  relies  for 
his  defense.  It  seems,  by  the  testimony  of  Gen.  Addison,  that  on  the  morning 
following.  Gen.  Richardson  expressed  to  him  his  humiliation  at  the  occurrence 
of  such  a  difficulty,  and  declared  that  nothing  could  compensate  him  for  his 
loss  of  self-respect  by  participating  in  such  an  affair. 

And  yet  it  is  said  that  Richardson  sought  to  murder  Cora.  It  is  evident 
that  Cora  regarded  the  threat  of  Richardson,  to  slap  his  face,  as  a  mortal  offense, 
and  one  which  nothing  but  blood  could  wash  away.  But  suppose  this  was  not 
so;  such  men  as  Cora  have  motives  sometimes  which  actuate  them  to  tlie  conj- 
missiou  of  desperate  deeds.  Who  knows  but  what  his  ambition  was  to  kill  a 
man  of  high  character,  and  to  obtain  the  reputation  of  having  done  so.  This 
is  plausible  and  may  be  true. 

By  reference  to  the  evidence  we  hnd  that  at  4  o'clock  on  the  day  of  his  death 
Richardson  was  vrey  much  overcome  by  wine,  and  yet  in  a  good  natured  merry 
mood.  It  is  contended  by  counsel,  that  w^hen  Richardson  left  Papy,  at  that 
time  lie  promised  to  go  immediately  home,  Init  that  instead  of  doing  ho  he  went 
to  tlie  Cosmopolitan  saloon  and  enquired  of  Marsh  "if  that  young  man  with 
whom  I  had  the  difficulty  has  been  here  to-day,"  and  that  this  action  betrayed 
Richardson's  determination  to  murder  the  prisoner. 

Now  gentlemen,  as  to  tliis  man  Marsh.  Is  not  his  testimony  singular  from 
the  beginnning  to  the  end  ?  He  says  that  he  occupied  a  certain  position  on  tlie 
evening  of  the  l.ltli,  which  Mr.  Corbonia  says  maybe  possible,  but  at  tlie  same 
extiemely  iinprobabie.  The  rules  of  the  law  is  that  when  a  man  is  found 
testifying  im[)roperly  in  one  particular,  his  whole  testimony  siiould  be  ex- 
cluded. It  is  your  duty,  tlierefore,  to  reject  his,  and  so  the  Court  will  charge 
you.  Then  as  to  the  witness  Jiagsdale.  When  he  swears  as  to  the  interview 
with  Cora  and  Jlichaidson  the  night  of  the  killing.  He  says,  that  when  Jiich- 
ardson  mentioned  his  threat  of  the  previous  night,  he  was  very  angry,  and 
that  he  (Kagwdale)  told  him  that  if  he  spoke  in  that  way  to  him  he  would  tell 
him  to  slap  his  face  if  he  dared.  Now  gentlemea,  if  Jiichardson  wasirratated 
sufficiently  to  talk  in  that  strain,  Ivagsdale  was  not  the  man  wlio  would  venture 
to  tell  him  such  a  thing.  He  would  not  have  dared  to  do  it,  and  I  leave  it  to  you 
if  it  is  probal>le  that  he  did.  Ragsdale's  testimony  was  false  and  so  is  that  of 
(ilennon  and  'I'hon.'iH. 

We  next  have  Mr.  lilanchard  as  a  witness,  who  relates  the  conversation 
between  Richardson  and  Cora,  when  near  the  corner  of  Montgomery  and 
Clay  streets.  He  heard  Kichardson  say  :  "Is  it  all  satisfactory?"  and  the  reply 
of  Cora,  "If  a  man  says  so  and  so,  what  is  he  to  expect."  Does  this  show 
Kichardson  to  be  laboring  under  a  spirit  of  malice?  I)oc8  it  not  show  that 
('ora  was  irritated  by  th(!  previous  night  s  threats,  and  was  anxious  for  revenge? 
'I'he  testimony  oi  (ilennon  and  Thomas  next  claims  our  attention,  and  there  ia 
one  fact,  casting  aside  their  \)iu\  characters  w  liich,  of  itself,  stamped  the  im- 
presH  of  perjury  upon  them.  Passing,  as  they  allege  they  did,  at  the  time  of 
the  kiiling,  they  both  deny  their  having  seen  a  single  witness  in  the  case.  The 
othor  witnesses  saw  each  other,  with  the  oxception  of  Thomas  and  Glennon, 
and  this  fact  alone  is  damaging  to  their  tcHtimony. 
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Col.  Inge  continued  in  a  very  impressive  strain,  and  we  regret  that 
we  cannot  give  fuller  notes  of  his  argument.  At  the  conclusion  of 
his  speech,  the  Court  charged  the  jury  most  ably,  but  the  charge  is 
so  lengthy  and  discursive  that  it  is  impossible  to  give  even  a  synopsis 
of  it. 

The  case  was  then  submitted  to  the  jury,  who  were  out  all  night 
endeavoring  to  agree.  At  ten  o'clock  the  following  day  they  came 
in  for  instructions,  as  to  whether  the  occurrences  of  the  16th  of  Nov. 
should  be  taken  into  consideration  in  forming  an  estimate  of  Richard- 
son's character  for  good  or  bad  The  Court  instructed  them  in  the 
affirmative,  and  they  again  retired. 

At  twenty  minutes  to  twelve  o'clock  of  Jan.  17,  the  prisoner  being 
present  with  his  counsel,  the  Court  announced  that  it  had  received 
two  communications  from  the  jury  since  the  adjournment  of  the  Court 
yesterday,  which  are  as  follows: 

No.  1.      Hon.  the  Judge  of  the  Fourth  District  Court: 

''We,  the  jury  in  the  case  of  the  State  vs.  Charles  Cora,  after  a 
long  and  careful  investigation  of  the  evidence  in  the  case,  differ  so 
widely  in  o})inion  that  we  are  forced  to  the  conclusion  thats  it  is  a 
moral  impossibility  for  us  to  agree  to  a  verdict;  and  as  some  of  us  are 
suffering  severely  in  health  from  long  confinement,  and  are  fully  con- 
vinced that  no  good  can  result  from  our  longer  detention,  as  we  can 
not  agree  without  doing  great  violence  to  our  consciences,  under  our 
solemn  oaths,  therefore  we  respectfully  request  that  you  will  allow  us 
to  go  into  Court  this  p.  m.  to  declare  the  same  and  receive  our  dis- 
charge. Jury  room,  January  16,  3  p.  m.  Signed,  W.  A.  Piper,  fore- 
man, and  by  all  the  other  members  of  the  jury,  individually. 

Message  No.  2:  We,  the  jury  in  the  above  mentioned  cause,  seek 
to  again  represent  our  position  in  relation  thereto.  We  think  that 
the  long  time  in  which  we  have  been  separated  from  our  families  and 
business,  and  that  we  have  now  been  in  deliberation  forty-one  hours 
upon  the  evidence  in  the  case  without  the  possibility  of  agreeing,  to 
gether  with  the  fact  that  several  of  us  are  are  really  suffering  in  health, 
from  ])rivations  unavoidably  incident  to  our  situation,  and  that  the 
business  of  others  is  suffering  from  their  absence,  warrant  us  in  re- 
questing and  expecting  our  release.  We  know  that  we  cannot  agree, 
if  we  are  detained  here  another  week,  as  there  are  three  different 
opinions,  and  more  than  one  man  to  each,  and  that  it  is  impossible  to 
unite  on  any  verdict  without,  as  already  said,  violating  our  consciences 
and  our  solemn  oaths.     Signed  as  No.  1, 

The  jury  were  then  brought  into  Court,  and  presented  a  jaded  and 
care-worn  appearance.  The  Court  stated  to  them  that  it  had  received 
the  foregoing  communications,  and  in  answer  to  the  question,  whether 
their  opinions  continued  as  therein  mentioned,  Mr.  Piper,  the  foreman, 
replied,  that  he  considered  it  a  moral  imi)ossibility  for  the  jury  to 
agree.  The  Court  then  thanked  them  for  their  services,  and  informed 
them  of  their  discharge.      It  is  understood  that  the  jury  stood — four 
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for  murder,  six  for  manslaughter,  and  two  for  acquittal.  Another 
report  says — seven  for  murder,  four  for  manslaughter,  and  one  for 
acquittal.      A  more  elaborate  account  will  be  given  in  next  chapter. 


CHAPTER  III. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  give  several  statements,  which  were  ob- 
tained from  jurymen  themselves,  relative  to  the  voting  in  Cora's 
case.  On  the  first  ballot ;  Forbes,  Flint,  Easterly,  Meyer,  Vail,  Piper, 
and  Stowell,  voting  guilty  of  murder.  Haley,  Holmes,  Olmstead, 
and  Eaton  for  manslaughter  ;  Stowell  afterwards  changed  to  man- 
slaughter, thus  we  stood  when  discharged.  'J'he  second  statement 
also  Vjy  a  juryman,  reads  :  First  ballot,  for  murder  G  ;  manslaughter 
4  ;  acquital  2.  Second  ballot,  murder  6  ;  manslaughter  6.  'J  hird 
ballot,  murder  7;  manslaughter  5.  Fourth  ballot  murder  8  ;  man- 
slaughter 4.  The  jury  stood  at  this  vote  for  24  hours,  and  also,  when 
they  left  the  jury  room,  but  they  agreed  to  say  to  outsidei'S  that  they 
stood  as  they  first  voted,  6,  4  and  2.  The  third  statement,  as 
vouched  for  by  two  jurymen,  reads:  First  ballot,  7  voted  guilty,  4 
voted  not  guilty,  and  one  for  manslaughter.  Second  ballot,  7  voted 
guilty  ;  2  not  guilty,  and  3  manslaughter.  Third  ballot,  5  voted 
guilty,  and  seven  manslaughter.  Fourth  ballot,  4  voted  guilty,  and 
H  manslaughter.  It  is  pro[)er  to  say  in  relation  to  this  List  statement 
that  Mr.  Haley  assures  us,  when  the  first  ballot  was  taken  it  was 
simply  to  .see  who  were  in  favor  of  a  v(;rdict  of  murder,  and  that  those 
who  voted  against  the  proposition  did  not  vote  for  the  acquittal  of 
Cora.  It  was  simply  to  see  who  wen;  in  favor  of  lianging  him.  The 
fourth  .statt-ment  is  as  follows,  also  from  a  juryman  :  The  fourth 
ballot  stood  eight  for  manslaughter  and  four  for  munler. 

Failing  to  agree  on  a  v(?rdict  of  manslaughter,  the  jury  divided 
into  three  opinions,  as  at  first;  when  it  became  evident  that  no  verdict 
could  be  agreed  upon. 

So  the  case  remains  awaiting  furtlier  action.  Cora  was  remanded 
to  custody  of  tlie  laws'  officers;  the  peoi)le  left,  irnpatient  at  tlie  laws* 
(h'lay. 

The  Alta  id  ,iiiA.   17th  writes  : 

•*We  have  studiously  avoided  saying  anything  prejudicial  to  the  case  of 
(Joru,  wliile  he  was  uiider^'oiiig  trial  for  tlif  murder  of  <Jt'n.  Itioliardson.  Our 
reports  were  rna<le,  from  the  time  the  jury  was  im[>autiele(l,  witli  a  view  of  giv- 
ing tlie  jmhlic  a  correct  knowledge  of  the  testimony  produced.  Hut  now  that 
the  trial  is  over,  we  feel  in  <luty  hound  to  nuike  a  few  c  iinmcnts.  It  has  been 
understood  for  some  time  pist  that  criminals  having  money    or   friends,  could 
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not  be  punished  in  this  community.  It  has  been  a  subject  of  common  remarks 
that  witnesses  could  be  procured  to  testify  to  ahnost  anything;  that  jurie, 
could  be  made  away  with  at  pleasure.  The  opinion  was  expressed  very 
generally,  as  soon  as  it  was  understood  that  Cora's  friends  had  money,  that  he 
-would  never  be  punished.  It  was  publicly  stated,  after  the  jury  had  been 
impannele  1  in  this  case,  that  a  conviction  would  never  take  place.  Indeed,  so 
confident  were  persons  in  this  respect,  that  they  even  pointed  out  men  on  the 
jury  who  would  never  consent  to  a  conviction;  and  bets  were  offered  that  such 
and  such  men  would  go  for  acquittal.  We  believed  these  statements  at  the 
time,  notwithstanding  the  outcries  of  the  counsel  for  the  defense,  in  relation  to 
prejudices  created  by  the  press;  and  they  have  turned  out  precisely  as  stated. 
The  truth  is,  the  public  has  been  grossly  abused.  The  farce  of  a  trial  has  been 
gone  through,  but  the  case  was  decided  the  moment  a  jury  was  empanneled. 
Men  were  placed  upon  that  jury  who  should  never  have  been  there.  They  went 
upon  it  in  order  to  defect  the  ends  of  justice — in  other  words,  to  "tie"  the 
jury.     This  thej^  effectually  did. 

It  is  not  pleasant  for  us  to  comment  upon  the  depravity  which  has  been 
brought  to  light  in  the  trial.  It  is  not  very  agreeable  to  state  that  the  con- 
viction is  almost  universal,  that  crime  [cannot  be  punished  in  San  Francisco. 
But  it  is,  nevertheless,  a  duty  which  we  owe  to  the  public  community,  as 
journalists,  to  put  the  people  upon  their  guard.  It  is  well  for  every  man  to 
understand,  that  life  is  here  to  be  protected  at  the  muzzle  of  the  pistol.  The 
best  man  in  San  Francisco  may  be  shot  down  to-morrow,  by  some  rutfian  who 
does  not  like  what  he  has  said  or  done  ;  yet  the  chances  are  a  hundred  to  one 
that  ruffian  will  escape  punishment.  He  may  go  through  the  farce  of  a  trial, 
but  nothing  more. 

Now  what  is  to  be  the  end  of  this  ?  Things  will  probably  go  on  until  a  few 
more  murders  have  been  committed.  The  offscourings  of  society — men  who 
live  about  houses  of  prostitution — w^ll  become  so  emboldened,  that  murders 
will  greatly  increase.  Crime  will  become  so  frequent,  that  it  cannot  be  longer 
endured.  Then  will  come  lynch  law — then  men  even  suspected  of  crime  will 
be  hung.  People  may  lament  such  a  state  of  things  as  we  have  figured  ;  yet 
it  IS  plain  that  reformntion  must  be  had,  or  it  will  come.  For  people  cannot 
long  live  here,  as  things  are  now  running.  No  man's  Iffe  is  safe,  in  our  opinion, 
for  a  single  moment." 

Crime  in  California — An  article  under  this  head  was  copied  Jan. 
18tb,  '06,  by  the  S.  F.  "Alta"  from  the  New  York  "Express:" 

Assassinations,  murders,  and  hangings  constitute  the  leading  materials  of 
the  budget  of  news  in  San  Francisco.  First,  we  are  told  that  Gen.  W.  H. 
Richcirdson,  U.  S.  Marshal  for  the  Northern  District  of  California,  was  basely 
assassinated  in  the  streets  of  San  Francisco,  on  the  evening  of  17th  inst.,  by  a 
desperado  named  Charles  Cora,  Then,  that  Hon.  Isaac  B.  Wall,  collector  of 
the  port  of  Monterey,  and  T.  S.  Williamson,  an  officer  of  the  County  of  Mon- 
terey, were  murdered  on  the  10th  inst.  Next,  that  Lieut.  A.  MacRae,  com- 
manding the  U.  S.  schooner  "Ewing,"  committed  suicide.  Then  we  have 
duels  and  robbery  cases  innumerable.  The  papers  devote  large  space  to  the 
particulars  of  these  horrors,  showing  a  state  of  things  especially  in  Sau  Fran- 
ciseo,  which  carries  one  back  to  the  days  of  Vigilance. 

The  provocation  to  hang  the  murderer  of  Gen.  Richardson  was  very  strong, 
but  the  good  sense  of  the  better  portion  of  the  people  overcame  the  passion  of  the 
moment,  and  induced  them  to  await  the  proper  judicial  tribunal.  It  is  surpi'ising 
to  see  with  what  a  matter-of-fact,  business-like  way,  the  California  editors  post 
the  books  of  their  criminal  calendar.  Here,  for  instance,  is  a  recapitulation  of 
the  statistics  of  killings  and  hangings  from  the  1st  of  January  last  to  date, 
(placed  in  connection  with  regular  market  reports,  along  with  the  statement  of 
specie,  shipments,  and  sales  of  bacon,  cheese,  etc.): 
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l8t  Quar.  2d  Qiiar.  ad  Oct.  ToUl. 

Total  killerl 120            99  208  62  489 

Hung  by  Sheriff. 2             —  2  2  6 

Hung  by  Mob 8             14  18  6  46 

Horrible!  Horrible  I  Total  killed  in  ten  months  only,  489;  hung,  52.  Ken- 
tucky must  give  up  the  name  of  "dark  and  bloody  ground,"  which  is  simply 
a  traditional  Indian  nomenclature — while  here  is  as  ghastly  reality  in 
California. 

The  reader  must  be  content  to  omit  the  criminal  calendar  for  the 
next  few  month.s,  during  which  time  there  were  no  very  startling  deeds 
committed  in  this  city  Crime  had  been  held  in  awe,  abated  it  was 
hoped  by  the  general  feeding  of  resentment  evinced  at  the  slaughter 
of  Gen.  Richardson.  Tliis  was,  however,  restrained  by  a  dee)) 
feeling  of  re.spect  and  interest  for  the  laws  and  welfare  of  the  com- 
munity, by  men  wlio  hesitated  lest  they  might  usurj)  tlie  bar  of  jus- 
tice, and  who  patiently  awaited  its  result.  But  although  the  time 
from  January  till  May  had  expired,  Cora  had  not  been  brought 
to  trial  again,  and  probably  would  have  remained  much  longer  ere  a 
second  or  third  jury  had  released  him,  had  not  the  citizens  been 
brought  to  their  feet  by  a  similar  but  more  audacious  crime.  We 
copy  from  the  San  Francisco  Alta,  May  15,  1<S.")G: 

"The  city  was  thrown  into  trememlou-i  excitement  yesterday  afternoon,  by 
an  attempt  to  assassinate  Jamea  King,  editor  of  the  Eveniiuj  Bulletin,  by 
James  P.  Casey,  editor  of  the  Sunda j  7^iine^.  It  appears  tha'  a  communi- 
cation appeared  in  the  Sundai/  T/nirs,  on  Sunday  morning  last,  over  an 
.anonymous  siirnaturf),  wiiich  rellected  upon  the  character  of  Mr.  Kilig  and  his 
brother:  the  latter  being  an  attache  of  the  Custom  House.  It  charged  upon 
James  King  that  lie  had  avoided  to  censure  Collector  Latham,  for  his  official 
coruluct,  in  conseiinence  of  his  i>rother  being  an  appointee  of  that  otlicer  ;  and 
that  the  brother  was  an  a])plicant  for  the  position  of  U.  S.  Marshal,  to  till  the 
vjicancy  of  (ien.  Richardson  ;  that  his  failure  to  ol)i;ain  it  was  the  reason  Mr. 
King  had  so  violently  opposed  the  appointment  of  McDiitiie.  The  substance  of 
this  was  denied  l>y  .Sir.  King  and  liis  fiiends,  but  nothing  concerning  the  matter 
was  [iublisiicd  until  yesterdays  liiilhtin,  in  which  the  fohowing  appeared: 

Among  the  names  mentioned  by  'A  I'uriHer,'  in  his  communiLati«m  of  Friday 
last,  as  ol)joctionablc  appointments  of  the  Custom  Hous.;,  was  that  of  Mr. 
bagley,  wlio  has  since  called  on  us,  and  by  who^e  re<piest  we  have  made  more 
^articular  intpiiries  into  the  charges  made  against  him.  On  Monday  we  told 
Ir.  liaglcy  tiiat  we  could  not  feel  justified  in  withdrawing  the  general  cliarge 
against  him  ;  for  tliough  in  the  particular  cases  mentioned  we  had  not  been 
Hiitish(;il  that  In;  was  a  party  at  fault,  yet  the  general  cliaiacter  we  ha«l 
heard  was  against  him.  To  this  Mr.  Hagley  urged  that  our  informants  were 
all  enemies  to  him,  which,  in  one  sense  of  the  won!,  is  true,  though  they  are 
not  the  persons  he  supposes  them  to  be.  At  our  last  interview  with  .Mr.  Bap- 
lev  wo  told  him  that  if  he  coidil  l>ring  some  respectable  persons,  known  to  us, 
who  woidd  vouch  for  him,  and  explain  away  what  ha-s  l)een  told  to  us  we 
would  tak(!  ph'asuit!  in  saying  as  mueh  in  our  paper.  Several  hucIi  have  called 
on  us,  but  whilst  they  were  unanimous  in  saying  that  -Mr.  Hagh'V  behaves  him- 
self very  well  at  piesent,  yet,  when  we  ask  them,  for  instance  about  the  light 
with  Casey,  they  cannot  explain  satisfactorily.  Our  im[)ression  at  that  lime 
waa,  that  in  tjjo  Casey  tight,  l^gley  was  the  aggressor. 

It  does  not  matt*  r  how  bad  a  man  Casey  has  been,  nor  how  nnich  benefit  it 
might  be  to  the  public  to  have  hin>  out  oi  the  way,  we  cannot  acconl  to  any 
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one  citizen  the  right  to  kill  him,  or  even  beat  him,  without  justifiable  personal 
provocation." 

The  tact  that  Casey  has  been  an  inmate  of  Sing  Sing  prison  in  New  York, 
is  no  offense  against  the  laws  of  this  State;  nor  is  the  fact  of  his  having  stufted 
himself  through  the  ballot-box,  as  elected  to  the  Board  of  Supervisors,  from  a 
district  where  it  is  said  he  was  not  even  a  candidate,  any  justification  why  Mr. 
Bagley  should  shoot  Casey  ;  however  richly  the  latter  may  deserve  having  his 
neck  stretched  for  such  fraud  on  the  people. 

These  are  acts  against  the  public  good,  not  against  Mr.  Bagley  in  particular; 
and  however  much  we  may  detest  Mr.  Casey's  former  character,  or  be  convinced 
of  the  shallowness  of  his  promises  to  reform,  we  cannot  justify  the  assumption 
by  Mr.  Bagley  to  take  upon  himself  the  redressing  of  these  wrongs. 

This  case  of  Bagley's  has  caused  us  much  anxiety,  and  we  should  have  been 
pleased  to  have  withdrawn,  cheerfully,  his  name  from  the  list  alluded  to,  but 
we  cannot  conscientiously  do  more  than  express  our  gratification  at  the  assu- 
rances we  get  of  his  present  conduct,  in  which  we  trust  he  will  persevere.  As. 
to  the  Casey  tight,  we  suggest  to  Mr.  Bagley,  if  he  can  explain  that  away,  it 
would  not  be  amiss  to  do  so,  and  he  can  have  the  use  of  our  columns  for  that 
purpose. 

This  article  so  i)rovoked  Casey  in  the  hatred  he  already  bore  King, 
that  he  sought  to  take  his  life. 

Particulars  of  the  assault  in  San  Francisco  Alta,  May  15th: 
About  five  o'clock  yesterday  evening,  Casey  and  Kiug  met  near  the  corner  of 
Washington  and  Montgomery  streets,  Casey  drew  a   revolver   and   shot  King 
through  the  left  breast,  near  the  arm  pit. 

Mr  King  exclaimed  "I  am  shot!"  and  ran  into  the  express  office.  He  was 
supported  by  some  friends  who  surrounded  him. 

Ceneial  Estell,  who  was  an  eye  witness,  says:  That  Mr.  King  did  not  draw 
any  weapon;  but  was  met  in  the  middle  of  the  street  by  Casey,  who  said  to 
him,  "Are  you  armed?"  to  which  Mr.  King  made  no  reply,  but  looked  him  in 
the  face.  Casey  then  threw  off  his  cloak,  and  presented  a  large  navj'  revolver,, 
saying:  "Draw  and  defend  yourself,"  at  the  same  time  taking  deliberate  aim, 
he  fired.  He  then  cocked  his  revolver  again,  but  seeing  his  opponent  stagger, 
did  not  attempt  a  second  shot. 

From  the  Chronicle  we  have  the'  following  :  When  crossing  Washington 
street,  toward  the  Pacific  Express  Co's  office,  and  near  the  middle  of  the  street 
James  P.  Casey,  editor  of  the  Sunday  Times,  who  was  standing  in  front  of  the 
Express  office,  stepped  toward  King,  and  called  to  him,  "  Draw  and  defend 
yourself  !  "  King  advanced  toward  ('asey,  iiit  without  making  any  motion  to 
draw  a  weapon.  Casey  threw  off'  his  cloak,  presented  a  navy-revolver  at  King's 
breast  and  fired.  The  two  were  then  about  six  feet  apart.  King  put  his  right 
hand  to  his  left  breast  and  said — "I  am  shot" — and  staggered  into  the  Ex- 
press office. 

The  acc(>unt  as  given  by  the  Sun.  "One  well  founded  report  is,  that  upon 
the  issue  of  the  Bulletin  yesterday  afternoon,  containing  an  editorial  article 
reflecting  on  some  matters  connected  with  the  early  life  of  Chas.  P.  Casey,  he 
called  upon  Mr.  King  and  enquired  why  he  placed  before  the  public  matters 
which  he  (Casey)  had  been  endeavoring  to  forget ;  whereupon,  Mr.  King  asked 
him  if  that  was  all  he  had  to  say,  and  either  motioned  or  thrust  him  from  the 
office.  That  on  meeting  King  afterwards,  in  front  of  the  Pacific  Express  Co.'s 
office,  Casey  asked  him  if  he  was  the  author  of  the  article  in  the  Bulletin  ?  to 
which'King  answered  in  the  affirmative.  Casey  then  said:  "  1  am  going  to 
shoot  you,"  are  you  armed?  to  which  king  replied,  res.  W^hereupon  Casey 
d^-ew  his  pistol  and  shot  King.  Another  account  ( from  the  iSa/i)  says  :  that 
Casey  only  said  on  meeting  King,  I  am  going  to  shoot  you,  prepare  yourself — 
and  immediately  fired. 

The  Bulletin  gives  the  following  statement  as  coming  from  Mr.  King 
himself. 
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At  a  few  minutes  before  five  o'clock  Mr.  King  left  his  office,  as  usual,  for 
dinner.  He  walked  on  the  pavement  in  front  of  Montgomery  Block,  going 
northward.  At  the  Bank  exchange  he  crossed  the  street  diagonally  towards 
the  Pacific  Express  Co.'s  office.  Casey,  who  had  been  previously  observed 
walking  on  the  west  side  of  Montgomery  street,  opposite  Montgomery  Block, 
as  if  watching  for  King's  appearance,  was  at  this  time  on  the  pavement  in 
front  of  the  Express  office.  He  was  observed  to  step  into  the  street  as  King 
crossed,  and,  suddenly  throwing  off  a  sliort  cloak  Avhich  he  wore,  presented  a 
revolver  at  King's  person,  when  he  and  King  were  only  a  few  feet  a])art,  and 
fired.  The  morning  papers  differ  somewhat  in  their  accounts  of  this  attack. 
One  asserting  that  (-'asey  said  :  "Draw  and  defend  yourself."  Another,  that 
Casey  said  :  "Are  you  armed  " — I  am  going  to  shoot  you — at  the  same  time 
firing.  King  did  not  hear  any  such  words,  nor  had  he  the  least  notice  to  de- 
fend himself.  He  heard  a  noise  like  a  person  crying  "Come  on,"  or  sometl)ing 
like  tliat,  and  at  the  very  instant,  saw  a  pistol  pointed  at  his  breast,  which 
was  fired.  The  "  Come  on,"  and  the  firing  were  as  closely  simultaneous  as 
could  be.  Mr.  King,  in  the  anticipation  of  detth,  has  made  this  statement  to 
the  proprietors  of  the  paper,  and  to  the  friends  around  his  bedside. 

Among  the  talented  physicians  who  attended  Ijiiii  were  Doctors 
(iray,  Cole,  Harris,  Nuthall  and  Hammond,  who  did  everything  that 
skill  and  practice  could  suggest.  He  was  made  as  comfortable  as 
])0ssible  within  the  Express  Co.'s  office.  His  wife  arrived  at  his 
bedside  about  7  o'clock,  and  aided  in  alleviating  his  sufferings.  Such 
was  the  desire  to  get  to  the  building  where  he  was  lying,  that  it  was 
found  nece.ssary  to  extend  ropes  across  tlie  street  the  width  of  the 
block,  and  all  passage  was  cut  off.  The  peace  loving,  upright  people 
of  San  Francisco  recognized  Mr.  King  as  their  friend,  they  loved 
him  for  his  good  qualities;  and  thu3  sym])athy  was  manifested  in 
their  desire  to  be  near  him  in  affliction.  It  was  estimated  that  not 
less  than  ten  thousand  j)ersons  were  congregated  about  the  building 
wln-re  Mr.  King  was  lying,  during  7  and  8  o'clock  p.  m. 

The  arrest  of  Ca.sey.  When  Casey  attempted  to  cock  his  [)istol, 
after  shooting  Mr.  King,  a  man  caught  hold  of  him  and  said  to  him 
"give  up  your  arms;"  this,  Casey  refused  to  do,  and  showed  fight. 
Several  officers  about  that  time  approached,  when  Casey  remarked, 
"  I  will  go  with  them,  but  they  must  not  take  away  my  arms.  I  am 
not  going  to  be  hung."  He  was  quickly  run  off' to  the  Station  house 
and  locked  up  'I'he  street  by  this  tinu?  was  filled  with  a  wildly  ex- 
cited populace.  Kunning  in  every  direction,  crying  "  where  is  he?" 
hang  him  !  "  run  him  up  to  the  first  lamp  jjost."  It  soon  became 
known  to  tlie  masses  that  Casey  was  at  tlie  Station-ljous<»,  and  a  rush 
was  made  by  tlie  crowd  towanl  th(^  City  Hall,  with  cries  of  "hang 
the  .-on  of  a  b— h,"  "take  him  out,"  "  he  will  tjet  clear  if  the  otliccis 
keep  him."  The  crowd  separated,  about  one  half  going  up  Merchant, 
and  th(!  oth^r  going  up  Washington  streets,  to  the  Station-house, 
which  they  found  Htrnn<rly  guarded  and  barricaded  by  officers;  the  out- 
side iron  doors  leading  to  the  halls  were  firmly  closed  I5eing 
nipulserl  by  the  otlicers  at  this  })oint,  and  in  the  absence  of  any  organ- 
ization, after  uttering  curses  and  imprecations  on  the  officers  for  pro- 
tecting the   prisoner,  the   crowd    again    disp<'rsed  and   repaired  to  tlie 
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corner  where  the  shooting  occurred,  to  learn  more  of  the  particulars, 
and  to  counsel  with  others  who  were  assembling. 

The  various  streets  all  about  the  fatal  corner  were  now  completely 
filled  with  people ,  all  of  whom  seemed  to  imbibe  the  excitement 
almost  to  frenzy.  Crowds  of  anxious  friends  were  seeking  admission 
to  the  Pacific  Express  office,  to  learn  the  extent  uf  the  injuries  to 
Mr.  King,  while  shouts  of  "  let  us  organize  and  hang  him  !  "  "  hang 
all  the  gamblers  !  " — filled  the  air. 

The  officers  finding  that  greater  safety  might  be  obtained  over  the 
person  of  the  ])risoner  in  the  County  Jail,  undertook  his  removal. 
During  the  return  of  the  crowd  to  the  corner  of  Montgomery  and 
Washington  Streets,  several  attempts  were  made  to  get  Casey  out  by 
the  sheriffs  and  police  officers;  but  the  appearance  of  the  large  crowd 
frustrated  their  scheme.  After  a  little  manoeuvering,  however,  a 
mjsterious  carriage  was  obsesved  standing  in  Washington  Street,  at 
Dunbar  Alley,  which  leads  into  the  rear  portion  of  the  City  Hall  and 
Station  House. 

The  prisoner  shortly  after  came  out,  supported  by  Marshal  North  on 
one  side,  and  Charles  P.  Duane  on  the  other,  and  a  large  posse  of  deputy 
Sheriffs  and  [)olicemen  in  attendance.  The  carriage  was  driven  up 
to  Kearny  street,  by  the  authority  of  the  officers,  and  the  prisoner 
and  attendants  followed.  As  soon  as  the  crowd  below  saw  this 
movement,  another  rush  was  made  up  Washington  Street,  with  cries 
and  yells  as  before.  Being  hotly  pursued  by  the  throng,  the  officers 
deemed  it  prudent  to  enter  the  carriage,  which  was  stopped  on 
Kearny  Street,  and  the  })risoner,  who  held  in  each  hand  a  revolver, 
was  thrust  into  the  carriage  with  several  officers,  and  was  driven 
off  with  great  speed  to  the  (^ounty  Jail  on  Broadway,  the  people 
following  by  every  avenue  that  led  in  that  direction.  Having  the 
advantage  of  a  team,  the  officers  were  able  to  get  the  prisoner  safely 
locked  up  before  any  considerable  number  could  reach  the  spot. 
But,  soon  the  multitude  came  up,  streaming  through  all  the  thorough- 
fares that  led  to  that  section,  and  in  less  than  five  minutes  the  broad 
extent  in  front  of  the  jail  was  one  solid  mass  of  living  humanity. 
A  large  body  of  officers  stationed  themselves  in  front  of  the  jail, 
upon  a  high  bluff  that  rises  above  the  street,  and  warned  the  crowd 
not  to  approach.  Marshal  North  stood  in  the  center,  at  the  head  of 
the  steps  leading  up  to  the  bluff,  and  was  supported  on  each  side  by 
a  strong  force  of  police  officers  and  deputy  sheriffs.  Many  among 
tlie  crowd  were  loud  in  calling  for  summary  puishment,  andexpresed 
a  readiness  to  lead  in  an  assault  upon  the  jail,  and  bring  out  the 
prisoner.  When  these  propositions  were  made  they  were  generally 
received  with  shouts  of  "good!" — "thats  it!" — "let  us  take  the 
jail ! "  etc.  The  excitement  seemed  to  increase  every  moment,  and 
scat-cely  anyone  was  observed  that  did  not  enter  into  the  wild  enthusi- 
asm that  prevailed  the  masses,  who  seemed  determined  upon  revenge. 

When   the  excitement   was   at   its  highest   pitch,    Mr.     Thomas 
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King,  brother  of  James  King,  ajjpeared  upon  the  ground  and  desired 
to  mount  the  bluff  where  the  officers  were  standing,  to  address  the 
crowd,  but  was  prevented  by  the  officers,  and  at  the  suggestion  of 
some  of  those  who  wanted  to  hear  him,  he  went  across  the  street, 
got  upon  a  balcony  of  a  two  story  building,  and  addressed  the  crowd 
as  follows  :  "  Gentleman  and  fellow  citizens," — I  have  but  little  to 
say  about  this  matter.  My  opinion  of  it  is,  that  it  is  a  cool,  pre- 
meditated murder ;  perpetrated  by  the  hand  of  a  d — d  Sing  Sing 
convict,  and  by  a  plan  of  the  gamblers  of  San  Francisco.  This 
difficulty  has  grown  out  of  a  vile  slander,  an  infamous  lie,  that  was 
published  in  the  Sunday  Times,  of  Sunday  last.  I  called  upon  Mr. 
Casey  several  times,  to  obtain  the  name  of  the  author,  but  he  has 
lied  to  me  so  many  times  that  I  found  it  im})0ssible  to  get  any  truth 
out  of  him,  and  he  finally  told  me  that  he  would  assume  the  'respon- 
sibility of  the  publication,  and  asked  me  what  I  was  going  to  do 
about  it.  I  told  him  that  I  would  have  nothing  to  do  with  a  man  of 
his  character  ;  that  I  expected  to  find  a  responsible  man  of  some 
standing  in  the  community.  He  then  agreed  to  publish  a  card  in 
the  He/raid^  retracting  the  statement,  but  this  he  lied  about.  I  met 
him  two  or  three  times  to-day,  but  he  did  not  dare  say  a  word  to  me, 
he  avoided  me  on  the  street,  evidently  feeling  that  he  deserved  chas- 
tisement. Ife  went  into  the  office  of  my  brother  to  day,  and  was 
told  to  go  away.  About  an  hour  ago  I  was  at  tlie  old  >*'atch's  pistol 
gallery,  and  he  told  me  that  my  brother  was  to  be  shot.  If  he  knew 
it  did  not  the  gamblers  know  it?  and  was  it  not  a  premeditated  plan; 
and  that  by  th(!  gamblers  of  tliis  city?  Why  did  not  the  officers  know 
it  and  interfere  ^—Cientlenien,  w(^  have  got  to  take  that  jail,  and  to 
do  so  we  must  kill  those  officers,  if  they  do  not  give  way  to  us  ;  and 
we  must  hang  that  fellow  up."  (Tremendous  cheering  by  the 
listeners).  At  this  stage  officer  Nugent  came  down  from  the  bluff 
and  started  through  the  crowd,  toward  where  King  was  standing, 
as  many  thought  to  arrest  Mr.  King ;  he  was,  however,  prevented  by 
the  crowd  from  getting  near  Mr.  King,  and  was  com])elled  to  retire 
to  liis  stand,  amid  the  shouts  and  hisses  of  those  in  the  street.  ^lar- 
slial  North  gave  orders  to  liis  men  not  to  make  any  reply  to  whatever 
might  be  said  by  the  crowd.  Mr.  King  came  down  into  the  street, 
and  after  gn^at  ])ersuasion,  entered  a  carriage,  prepared  by  his  friends, 
which  was  driven  down  town. 

ARRIVAL    OF    TMK    MILlTAItV. 

It  had  l)(!en  rumored  that  a  large  force  was  organizing  in  the  lower 
part  of  the  city,  to  come  up  and  make  an  assault  upon  the  jail,  and 
pre.sently  a  row  of  ))ayonets  was  seen  to  turn  the  corner  of  Dujiont 
street;  tlie  people,  supposing  th<'m  to  ))e  allies,  yelled  and  cheered  jn 
a  tremendous  manner;  but,  as  they  approached,  it  seemed  tliey  were 
a  company  of  volunteer  soldiery,  with  a  few  of  our  military  in  city 
zen's  dress,  and  then  the  cheering  was  turned  into  hisses  and  groans. 
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The  company,  wliich  consisted  of  about  twenty  ])ersons,  under  com- 
mand of  Lieut.  Reese,  all  mounted  the  bluff  in  front  of  the  ])rison; 
some  of  them  went  uj)  to  the  roof  of  the  building,  and  all  were  drawn 
up  in  battle  array.  To  this  the  crowd  howled,  groaned  and  uttered  im- 
precations upon  the  heads  of  those  who  would  interfere  with  the  ad- 
ministration of  punishment  to  the  cul[)rit. 

The  streets,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  seemed  to  be  filled  with 
people,  either  rushing  to  the  scene,  or  hurrying  away  on  some  errand 
connected  with  the  affair.  Every  building  in  the  vicinity  was  alive 
with  humanity,  and  the  whole  presented  one  of  the  most  thrilling 
and  excitino^  scenes  we  have  ever  witnessed,  exceedino^  anvthinjj  which 
transpired  during  the  old  Vigilance  Commitee  times.  Occasionally 
some  enthusiastic  person  would  be  seen  with  his  uplifted  hands  in  the 
crowd,  earnestly  explaining  to  those  around  that  now  was  the  time  for 
action,  and  that  he  was  ready  to  lead.  These  addresses  %vere  followed 
by  bursts  of  applause  and  loud  cheering;  so  every  minute  only  tended 
to  kindly  the  flame  of  excitement. 

ARRIVAL    OF    THE    MAYOR. 

About  half  past  six  o'clock,  his  Honor,  Mayor  Yan  Ness,  appeared 
at  the  jail,  and  after  a  little  conversation  with  the  Sheriff  and  Mar- 
shal, he  stepped  forward  in  front  of  the  jail,  remo\'ed  his  hat,  and, 
after  quiet  was  restored,  proceeded  to  say: 

Gentlemen; — "I  desire  to  say  to  you  that  you  are  here  creating  an 
excitement  which  may  lead  to  some  occurrences  this  night  which  will 
require  years  to  wipe  out.  You  are  now  laboring  under  great  excite- 
ment, and  I  advise  you  to  quietly  disperse,  and  I  can  assure  you  that 
the  prisoner  is  in  safe  custody.  Let  the  law  have  its  course,  and 
justice  will  be  done.  (Many  voices:  ''Look  at  the  case  of  poor 
Hichardson'?  How  is  it  in  his  case]  Where  is  Cora  nowl  Down  on 
such  justice!  Let  us  hang  him  !"  The  tumult  was  too  much  for  his 
Honor,  and  he  retired,  leaving  them  to  vent  their  feelings  as  best 
suited  their  tastes.  Two  or  three  persons  who  were  the  most  ofiicious 
in  exciting  the  people,  were  secured  by  the  officers  and  placed  within 
the  jail.  Officer  Nugent,  in  attempting  to  make  an  arrest,  had  his 
skull  fractured  by  a  brick-bat  The  military  and  other  officers,  be- 
sides a  large  volunteer  force  were  continually  gathering  at  the  jail 
until  10  o'clock,  p.  m.  At  that  time,  about  three  hundred  men  were 
in  attendance,  to  guard  the  prisoner.  Several  officers  of  the  city  and 
of  the  Federal  government,  and  other  influential  men,  were  in  con- 
sultation at  the  Mayor's  office  till  a  late  hour,  and  all  agreed  that  the 
most  advisable  step  was  to  send  up  sufficient  military  force  to  clear 
tlje  street  in  front  of  the  jail,  and  keep  it  so  during  the  night, 

CONDITION    OF    MR.    KING. 

At  ten  o'clock,  Mr.  King  w^as  resting  quietly;  the  bleeding  had 
ceased,  and  his  physicians  had  hopes  for  his  recovery.  The  wound,  as 
stated  before,  was  in  the  left  breast.     The  ball,  it  seems,  did  not  enter 
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the  chest,  but  passed  upwards  underneath  the  clavicle,  and  out  at  the 
back  portion  of  the  shoulder.  In  its  passage  it  cut  a  large  artery, 
which  had  caused  great  bleeding.  At  eleven  o'clock,  Mr.  King  was 
sleeping  quietly,  and  had  a  tolerable  good  i)ulse.  The  operation  of 
taking  up  the  artery  had  not  yet  been  atteni[»ted. 

We  learn  that  some  of  the  members  of  the  old  Vigilantes  assem- 
bled at  the  Pioneer  club  room;  and  afterwards  adjourned  to  the  store 
of  Messrs.  G  B.  Post  it  Co.,  measures  were  taken  to  reorganize 
the  old  committee.  Little  was  done,  however,  except  to  counsel 
moderation  and  coolness,  previous  to  uniting  in  determined  action. 

A  committee  consisting  of  F.  Macondray,  J.  C.  Palmer  and  John 
Sime,  visited  the  jail  at  about  1 1  o'clock,  and  reported  to  the  people 
that  there  need  be  no  apprehension  about  the  safety  of  the  prisoner, 
as  he  was  securely  locked  in  the  jail. 

MOVEMENTS    OF    THE    MILITARY. 

At  half-past  eleven,  the  mounted  battalion  under  the  command  of 
Major  Rowell,  consisting  of  the  California  Guards,  Lieut.  Curtis 
commanding,  First  Light  Dragoons,  Capt.  Pteed,  and  National 
Lancers,  Capt.  Hayes,  were  drawn  up  on  Kearny  street,  and  after 
taking  ammunition,  etc.,  proceeded  to  the  jail,  to  stand  guard  thiough 
thft  night.  There  seemed  to  be  a  determination  on  the  part  of  the 
authorities  to  keej)  thf^  person  of  Casey,  at  all  hazards.  At  1  o'clock 
everything  was  ijuiet  in  the  vicinity  of  the  jail,  and  nearly  all  the 
j)eople  had  dispersed.  The  building  was  strongly  guarded  by  the 
infantry,  and  the  mounted  battalion  was  in  the  immediate  neighbor- 
hoofl,  and  n^ady,  at  a  moments  warning,  to  repel  any  assault. 
There  seemed  to  be  an  impre.ssion,  that  an  attempt  would  be  made 
during  the  night  to  break  oj)en  the  jail,  and  the  ()t!icf3rs  were  instructed 
to  keep  tlx'  most  vigilant  guard.  M.  King  awoke  at  this  hour, 
a[)pearing  n;freshed,  and  said  he  felt  better.  His  pulse  was  stronger 
which  gave  the  physcians  more  hope.  He  soon  fell  asleep  and  nvsted 
quietly  A  strong  body  of  ))(>licemen  were  stationed  about  the 
building,  to  prevent  the  approach  of  thousands,  who  were  anxious  to 
know  every  moment  what  the  prospects  of  life  were  At  three  o'clock 
the  citizens  had  all  disappeared,  and  Uw  military  luid  undisputed 
possession  of  the  iUtUl.  At  this  hour  Mr.  King  was  resting  (piirtly  ; 
his  wife  l)y  his  side,  who  liad  nciver  for  a  moment  deserted  him. 

This  is  all  the  n<*ws  w(*  have  of  the  eventful  night  of  May  1  Uh. 

From  a  (German  pa]>er  of  the  ncixt  morning',  the  S.  F.  Journal^  we 
translate  the  following  : 

"Tho  ^'I'lirral  frt'liii^'  pn-vailiiiL,'  iiinonL'st  our  ]K»|nil.iti()n  is,  th;it  the  life  of 
n#»  iiwlivitlii.'il  in  Hrctirc  in  this  country.  Tlu;  l)itt«'rnt'ss  of  tlirir  ftH!lin>{s  proves 
that  the  people  feel  the  Hhuine  which  in  intlicte<l  upon  them  from  being  mouil>era 
of  Huch  a  comtntinity.  The  sad  and  diMgraceful  catastroph*;  of  lant  evoninj^, 
which  iH  enough  to  aroiiHe  the  most  calm,  and  law  ahidin^'  population,  ha.s  not 
brou^^ht  them  yet  to  action  of  chastiMemrnt;  which  is  iniM>f  suHiticnt  that  we  are 
fit  only  to  )*c  invaded  hy  a  hordt:  of  vandaln  and  miirtlcrerM.  to  whtttn  wcHultmit 
-without  reHiittancu.      Violence   againnt  the  cHtabliHhed  laws,  are  well  worth  to 
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be  considered  beforehand  ;  but  when  corruption  and  mortification  has  invaded 
the  limbs,  must  we  not  cut  them  clean  off,  to  save  the  rest  of  the  body  ?  Our 
population  is  in  a  regular  state  of  revolution  against  the  useless  estab- 
lished laws,  and  if  a  speedy  execution  of  them  was  ever  justitiable,  it  was 
yesterday  evening.  Though  we  cannot  conceal  from  ourselves  that  depravity 
has  made  such  inroads  among  us,  that  the  stiring  up  of  a  proper  spirit  to  re- 
dress wrong  seems  to  be  an  impossibility.  Idle  inquisitiveness,  instead  of 
active  determination,  boasting  noise  and  woman's  wailings,  have  usurped  the 
place  of  our  former  energy — And  where  the  gallows  ought  to  stand,  idle  bab- 
blers, and  speech  makers  are  tiying  to  extort  from  equally  idle  listeners,  a  hyp- 
ocritical cry  of  courage  !  With  sorrow  we  state  that  the  15th  of  May  will  -shine 
on  Casey  alive.  The  people  of  this  city  remember  only  distinctly  the  Vigilance 
Committee  of  1851.  But  the  bold  spirit  of  those  men  has  left  us,  and  instead 
we  have  only  submission  to  murder — We  do  not  doubt  for  a  moment  that  this 
morning  the  servile  press  will  flatter,  and  offer  incense  to  the  law-abiding 
people.  But  we  have  been  behind  the  screen,  we  have  seen  through  the  dark 
veil,  the  dim  visage  of  cowardliness  ;  that  cowardliness  whichsprings  up  from 
mean  and  corrupted  appetites,  and  which  protects  the  assassin  for  its  own 
defense.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  freely  confess,  that  San  Francisco,  by  her 
inertia  this  day,  has  put  the  seal  of  everlasting  shame  on  herself  ;  and  that  she 
deserves  to  bear  and  suffer  all  the  consequences  arising  therefrom.  She  has 
identified  herself  with  murderers.  There  remains  yet,  however,  the  slightest 
hope  that  the  few^  hours  of  the  night  which  separate  us  from  the  rising  sun,  will 
be  sufficient  to  prove  to  us  that  we  are  mistaken  in  our  judgment  of  the  matter. 
We  should  like  to  have  it  so,  and  with  pleasure  would  we  retract  what  we  have 
said  above.  The  acknowledgement  of  this  error  would  afford  us  one  of  the 
happiest  moments  we  have  ever  experienced  m  the  city. 

We  cannot  but  think  that  the  editor  is  a  little  too  enthusiastic  in 
in  this  article;  at  least,  that  "  the  pot"  allows  too  much  steam  to 
escape. 

Mr.  King  was  removed  on  a  litter,  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning 
after  tlie  shooting,  to  JMontgomery  block ;  where  he  received  all 
manner  of  attention,  and  all  the  comforts  that  a  host  of  kind  friends 
could  supply. 

There  seemed  to  be  a  difference  of  opinion  with  the  physicians  ; 
some  appeared  very  hopful  of  his  recovery,  while  others  had  serious 
apprehensions.  It  was  decided  that  the  o|)eration  of  taking  up  the 
artery  would  only  be  attempted  as  a  last  resort. 

The  excitement  of  the  night  was  continued  throughout  the  following 
day.  The  shooting  down  of  one  of  the  best  citizens,  in  broad  day- 
light, in  one  of  the  principal  streets,  justly  aroused  the  better  people 
with  indignation,  and  a  determination  to  redress  their  wrong. 

In  accordance  with  the  published  call  of  the  Vigilance  Committee, 
its  members  assembled  at  an  early  hour  on  the  morning  after  the 
night  of  the  shooting,  at  105^^  ISacramento  street,  in  the  old  lodge 
room  of  the  American  party  ;  where  they  organized  anew  under  the 
following  constitution. 

Constitution  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilants  of  San  Francisco^ 
Adopted  May  15th  1856. 

Whereas,  it  has  become  apparent  to  the  citizens  of  San  Francisco  that  there 
is  no  security  for  life  and  property,  either  under  the  regulations  of  society,  as 
it  at  present  exists,  or  under  the  laws  as  now  administered;  and  that  by  the 
association  together  of  bad  characters,  our  ballot  boxes  have  been  stolen  and 
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others  substituted,  or  stuffed  with  votes  that  were  not  polled,  and  thereby  our 
elections  nullified,  our  dearest  rights  violated,  and  no  other  method  left  by 
which  the  will  of  the  people  can  be  manifested;  therefore,  the  citizens  whose 
names  are  hereunto  attached,  do  unite  themselves  into  an  association  for  main- 
tenance of  peace  and  good  order  of  society — the  preservation  of  our  lives  and 
property,  and  to  insure  that  our  ballot  boxes  shall  hereafter  express  the  actual 
and  unforged  will  of  the  majority  of  our  citizens;  and  we  do  bind  our- 
selves, each  unto  the  other,  by  a  solemn  oath,  to  do  and  perform  every  just  and 
lawful  act  for  the  maintenance  of  law  and  order,  and  to  sustain  the  laws  when 
faithfully  and  properly  administered;  but  we  are  determined  that  no  tl^f, 
bur-glar,  incendiary,  assassin,  ballot-box  stuflfer,  orother  disturbers  of  the  peace, 
shall  escape  punishment,  either  by  the  quibbles  of  the  law,  the  insecurity  of 
prisons,  the  carelessness  or  corruption  of  police,  or  a  laxity  of  those  who  pre- 
tend to  administer  justice;  and  to  secure  the  objects  of  this  ossociation,  we  do 
hereby  agree: 

Isi.  That  the  name  and  style  of  this  association  shall  be  the  Committee  of 
Vigilance,  for  the  protection  of  the  ballot-box,  the  lives,  liberty  and  property 
of  the  citizens  and  residents  of  the  City  of  San  Francisco. 

•2d.  That  there  shall  be  rooms  for  the  deliberations  of  the  Committee,  at 
which  there  shall  be  some  one  or  more  members  of  the  Cemmittee  appointed 
for  that  purpose,  in  constant  attendance  at  all  hours  of  the  day  and  night,  to 
receive  the  report  of  any  member  of  the  association,  or  of  any  other  person  or 
persons,  of  any  act  of  violence  done  to  the  person  or  property  of  any  citizen  of 
San  Francisco;  and  if,  in  the  juflgment  of  the  meml)er  or  members  of  the  Com- 
mittee present,  it  be  such  an  act  as  justifies  or  demands  the  interference  of  this 
Committee,  either  in  ai<ling  in  the  execution  of  the  laws,  or  the  prompt  and 
summary  punishment  of  the  offender,  the  Committee  shall  he  at  once  assembled 
for  the  purpose  of  taking  such  action  as  the  majority  of  them,  when  assembled, 
shall  determine  upon. 

3d.  That  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  any  member  or  members  of  the  Committee 
on  duty  at  the  committee  rooms,  whenever  a  general  assemblage  of  the  Com- 
mittee be  deemed  necessary,  to  cause  a  call  to  be  made,  in  such  a  manner  as 
shall  be  found  advisable. 

4th.  That  whereas,  an  Executive  Committee,  has  been  chosen  by  the  Gen- 
eral Committee,  it  shall  be  the  duty  of  said  Executive  Committee  to  deliberate 
and  act  upon  all  important  (piestions,  and  decide  upon  the  measures  necessary 
to  carry  out  the  objects  for  which  this  association  was  formed. 

5th.  That  whereas,  this  (Jommittee  has  been  f)i'ganized  into  sub-divisions, 
the  Executive  Committee  shall  have  the  power  to  call,  when  they  shall  so 
determine,  upon  a  board  of  delegates,  to  consist  of  tiiree  representatives  from 
each  division,  to  confer  with  thetn  upon  matters  of  vital  importance. 

6th.  That  all  matters  of  detail  and  government  shall  be  embraced  in  a  code 
of  Tiy-Laws. 

7th.  That  the  action  of  this  body  shall  be  entirely  and  vigorously  free 
from  all  consideiation  of,  or  ])articipation  in  the  merits  or  demerits,  or  opinion 
or  acts,  of  any  and  all  sects,  political  parties,  or  sectional  divisions  in  tlie 
community;  and  every  class  of  orderly  citizens,  of  whatever  sect,  party,  or 
nativity,  may  Ixicome  members  of  tliis  body.  Xo  discussion  of  political,  sec- 
tional, or  sectarian    subjects   shall    be    allowed  in  the  rooms  of  tlie  association. 

Hth.  That  no  person,  accu>ed  before  this  body, shall  be  punished,  until 
after  fair  and  impartial  trial  and  conviction. 

9th.  That  whenever  the  (ieneral  Committee  have  assembled  for  deliberation, 
the  decision  of  the  majority,  uj)on  any  (juostion  that  may  be  submitted  to  them 
by  the  Executive  (Jommittet,  shall  be  binding  upon  the  whole  ;  provided  never- 
theless, that  w'.ien  the  delegates  are  deliberating  upon  the  punishment  to  be 
awarded  to  any  eriminals,  no  vote  inflicting  the  death  penalty  shall  be  binding, 
unless  passed  l)y  two-thinl.s  of  those  j)rosent  and  entitled  to  vote. 

10th.     That  all   good   citizens   shall    be    eligible   for  admission  to  this  body, 
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under  such  regulations  as  may  be  prescribed  by  a  committee  on  qualifications  ; 
and'if  any  unworthy  persons  gain  admission,  they  shall  on  due  proof  be  expelled; 
and  believing  ourselves  to  be  executors  of  the  will  of  the  majority  of  our  citi- 
zens, we  do  pledge  our  sacred  honor,  to  defend  and  sustain  each  other  in 
carrying  out  the  determined  action  of  this  committee,  at  the  hazard  of  our 
lives  and  our  fortunes. 

The  dooi's  of  the  Committee  Rooms  were  then  thrown  open  for 
new  initiates,  provided  they  came  well  endorsed,  as  to  character,  by 
well  known,  respectable  citizens.  Those  who  gained  admission  were 
compelled  to  pass  an  ordeal  of  the  guards  of  the  Committee,  one  of 
whom  was  stationed  at  the  foot  of  the  stairs,  another  at  the  head  of 
them,  and  a  third  at  the  entrance  to  the  rooms.  Ihe  greatest  pre- 
caution was  observed,  to  prevent  any  impro[)er  person  gaining  ad- 
mission. 


CHAPTER     lY. 

Over  a  thousand  names  were  added  to  the  list,  by  persons  who 
took  obligations  to  abide  the  decision  of  the  majority;  and  they  were 
men  of  weight,  character  and  influence,  that  could  not  be  easily  put 
down  in  the  community.  There  was  but  little  excitement  in  any 
other  portion  of  the  city  during  the  day;  but  all  the  streets  presented 
an  animated  appearance,  by  squads  of  peo})le  engaged  in  discussing 
the  events  of  tlie  jiast  twenty -four  hours.  Both  battalions  of  the 
military  declined  to  act  as  further  guard  of  the  jail.  They  disbanded 
and  resumed  citizens'  dress.  The  first  resj)onse  of  the  military  when 
called  U[)on  by  the  mayor  was  but  feeble,  only  a  few  of  each  company 
coming  out;  those  who  did  so,  came  very  reluctantly,  feeling  that 
they  were  acting  contrary  to  the  wishes  of  nine-tenths  of  their 
fellow  citizens.     They  very  cheerfully  retired  from  the  field  of  action. 

THE    FEELING    AMONG    ALL    CLASSES. 

Mrs.  Huchinson,  wlio  kept  a  boarding  house  near  the  jail,  was 
applied  to  on  Wednesday  night,  by  some  of  the  officers  who  wished 
to  occupy  a  portion  of  her  house  with  some  of  the  soldiers  for  guard- 
ing the  jail.  The  lady  replied  that  none  of  her  premises  could  be 
used  for  such  a  purpose.      The  officers  looked  for  other  quarters. 

Telegraphic  dispatclies  were  received  from  Sacramento  and  other 
interior  towns.  Stating  that  mass  meetings  had  been  held,  and  reso- 
lutions adopted  endorsing,  and  offering  assistance  to  the  Vigilantes. 
At  the  a})proach  of  evening  the  excitement  rather  increased  than 
otherwise,  and  the  principal  cause  appeared  to  be  that  an  attack  was 
anticipated  upon  the  jail  by  the  Vigilance  Committee.  The  Vigilance 
Committee  met  in  the  evening  at  Turn-Verein  Hall,  where  there  was 
a  great  rush  of  those  who  sympathized  with  this  movement. 

MR.    KING  AT  11   o'CLOC-v   P.  M. 

Dr.  Cole  stated  that  Mr.  King  was  positively  out  of  immediate  dan- 
ger, and    if    death    resulted    at    all,  it    would  probably  not  occur  for 
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several  days.      Mr.    King    was    at    this    hour    sleeping  soundly,  and 
apparently  free  from  pain. 

CANNON'S  FROM  THE  STEAMKUS. 

At  twelve  o'clock  Wednesday  night,  about  one  hundred  men  went 
down  to  Pacific  wharf,  boarded  the  Goliah  and  Sea  Bird,  and  took  a 
cannon  from  each  ve.ssel,  to  be  used  in  defending  the  jail.  In  view 
of  the  jjublic  demonstrations  by  the  people,  fearing  tliat  an  attempt 
would  be  made  to  rescue  the  prisoner,  Mayor  Van  Ness  applied  to 
the  commander  of  a  Revenue  Cutter  in  the  harbor,  to  receive  Casey 
on  board  for  greater  protection,  but  the  request  was  denied,  as  the 
officers  did  n(jt  fancy  the  character  of  the  guest  sought  to  be  thrust 
upon  them. 

One  c'olock  P.  M.  No  chansre  in  the  condition  of  Mr.  King, 
He  was  passing  the  niglit  as  easily  as  his  friends  could  ex[)ect.  Mrs. 
King  is  still  at  his  bedside,  although  lier  delicate  health  would  almost 
render  such  fatigue  impossible  under  other  circumstances. 

At  three  o'clock  the  various  Committee  meetings  had  adjourned. 
The  idea  of  doing  anything  hastilv  by  the  peo{)le  had  Vjeen  abandoned, 
and  the  sol>er  thought  liMfl  convinced  ijood  citizens  to  await  fuither 
develoi)ments. 

The  next  morning  (Friday)  the  Vigilance  Committee  rooms  were 
open  at  an  early  houi*,  and  tin;  facilities  for  admitting  api)licants 
were  not  near  sufficient  to  the  numbers  who  wished  to  attach  them- 
selves to  the  association.  Every  hour  added  strength  to  the  move- 
ment. At  ten  o'clock  Mr.  King  was  rej>orted  to  be  somewhat 
improv<Ml.  This  intellii^'ence  was  received  with  great  manifestations 
of  delight  by  the  citizens  ;  but  at  twelve  o'clock  they  were  again 
sadd("ned,  rej)()rts  coming  that  the  symptoms  were  not  (juite  so  favor- 
able. The  physicians  believed,  howevcsr,  there  was  no  cause  for 
serious  alarm,  The  attendance  at  the  Headcjuarters  of  the  Com- 
mittee rooms  was  continuallv  increasing;. 

MOVEMENT  OF  OIK   KKKNCM   CITIZENS. 

Our  French  soldiers  Ix'ld  a  meeting  Thursday,  and  j)assed  resolu- 
tions to  aid  the  people  in  this  movement.  They  notified  tlie  V'igilance 
Coranuttee  that  they  would  liold  themselves  in  readine.ss  to  act  in 
concert  with  what(jver  might  be  determined  uj)on  by  tlie  Exeiutive 
Connnitt<*e. 

Tlie  military  having  declined  to  res[)ond  to  the  call  of  the  author- 
ities to  protect  the  jail,  a  large;  number  of  guns  wrre  taken  to  the 
jail,  by  the  SheriH*,  and  he  was  coin). riled  to  rely  upon  his  «leputies,  alid 
such  volunteers  as  were  dispo.sed  to  aid  in  the  defense  of  tlie  prisoner. 
There  was  no  e.xeitement  ab«)ut  the  jail,  but  a  constant  watch  was 
k(5pt  uj)  by  a  (h'putation  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  to  see  that 
Ca.s(;y  was  not  removed  from  the  pri.son  in  disguise.  There  never  was 
manifested  sucli  deep  and  al)iding  conviction  in  the  pii)>lic  mind  to 
redress  its  wrongs  as  was  at  this  time  exliil»ited  in  San  rraneisco. 

Atone  o'cl«»ck  the  wound  of   Mi*.   King   was  snltjeetrd   to  cxamin 
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ation,  and  it  was  reported  that  his  condition  was  really  critical.  At 
this  announcement  the  most  intense  anxiety  existed,  and  the  avenue 
leading  to  the  room  of  the  wounded  man  was  thronged  by  persons  anx- 
ious to  hear  each  symptom.  At  two  o'clock  Mr.  King  was  still  failing 
and  serious  apprehensions  were  felt  for  his  safety.  This  intelligence 
enhanced  the  existing  excitement. 

The  Alta  of  the  same  day  we  copy — There  was  much  apprehension  felt  on 
the  part  of  the  officers  yerterday.  About  2  o'clock  in  the  afternoon  various 
deputies  of  Sheriff  Scannell  were  observed  to  be  very  active  in  serving  the 
following  official  document  upon  as  many  citizens  as  thej'  could  get  to  read  it, 
or  listen  to  its  reading. 

State  of  Califorxia.     | 
County  of  San  Francisco    \ 

To ,  a  mile  iuhabitant  of  said  county,  and  above  15  years  of  age:  where- 
as, I  have  g  )od  reason  to  believe  that  a  serious  breach  of  the  peace  and  riot 
are  to  be  apprehended,  and  that  an  organized  attempt  will  be  made,  violently 
to  wrest  from  my  custody  a  prisoner  committed  to  my  charge  for  safe  keeping: 
Now,  therefore,  by  virtue  of  authority  in  me  vested,  and  in  the  discharge  of  my 
duty  as  sheriff  of  the  county  of  San  Francisco,  you  are  hereby  commanded  to 
be  and  appear  at  half  past  three  o'clock  p.  m.  this  16  day  of  May  1856,  at  the 
•4:th  District  Court  Eoom,  in  the  City  Hall,  in  the  city  of  San  Francisco,  to  aid 
me  in  the  execution  of  my  official  duties  and  premises. 
Dated  San  Francisco,  May  16,  1856. 

David  Scannell. 
Sheriff  of  City  and  County  of  San  Francisco. 

At  the  appointed  hour  the  Court  room  was  tolerably  well  filled,  by  persons 
who  responded  to  this  summons,  and  some  M^hj  were  attracted  by  curiosity. 
The  meeting  was  called  to  order,  and  al)Out  one  hundred  names  were  called 
over  by  Deputy  Harrison,  of  persons  who  had  been  summoned,  about  fifty  of 
whom  answered.  Among  whom  we  noticed  a  large  majority  of  Attorneys  at 
Law.  Among  those  who  were  summoned  but  declined  to  act,  we  notice 
Messrs.  Robert  Hearth,  F.  M.  Pixley,  G.  Frank  Smith,  Fred  Billings,  W.  A. 
Piper  and  Alfred  Eix. 

After  having  determined  those  wlio  were  willing  to  serve,  the 
Sheriff  issued  an  order  to  those  detailed,  commanding  them  to  repair 
immediately  to  the  jail,  they  accordingly  placed  themselves  at  the 
Sheriff's  command.  Altogether,  there  were  about  one  hundred  men 
in  and  about  the  building,  and  they  were  well  supplied  with  arms 
and  ammunition ;  as  most  of  the  accoutrements  of  the  Infantry 
Companies  had  been  deposited  in  the  jail,  for  the  use  of  the  officers. 
Sentinels  were  continually  pacing  back  and  forth  upon  the  walls  of 
the  prison,  with  musket  at  the  shoulder,  and  others  were  stationed 
around  on  the  ground. 

Casey  the  prisoner,  was  closely  confined  in  his  cell,  and  appeared 
much  alarmed  at  the  outside  demonstrations.  He  began  to  feel  quite 
insecure,  even  with  all  the  disjday  for  his  protection.  Two  or  three 
hundred  people  were  continually  hanging  about  the  prison.  Capt.  W. 
T.  Sherman  had  been  appointed  Brigadier-General  of  this  division  in 
place  of  W.  R.  Gorham,  and  was  at  this  time  in  command  of  all  the 
military  forces.  The  support  rendered  the  Sheriff  by  the  military 
was  very  meagre;  these  companies  understood  that  they  were  organ- 
ized for  the  protection  of  the  lives  and  interests  of  the  people,  and  it 
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would  be  difficult  to  g^t  them  to  act  otherwise.  Large  delegations, 
also,  from  Sacremento,  Marysville,  Nevada,  Placervill,  Folsom,  and 
other  places,  came  down  to  San  Francisco  regenerated. 

At  this  stage,  his  Excellency,  Governor  Johnson,  came  down  to  the 
city,  to  be  of  what  service  he  could  in  alleviating  matters.  He  was 
immediately  waited  upon  by  members  of  the  Committe,  and  induced 
to  join  them  in  a  rei^uest  to  the  Sheriff  to  allow  a  safety  guard  to 
to  be  placed  within  the  jail.  The  request  was  granted  without  hesi- 
tation, and  a  committee  of  twenty-five  was  stationed  at  the  jail,  who 
were  relieved  every  few  hours.  The  number  at  this  time  enrolled 
on  the  Committee  list  was  about  two  thousand,  and  many  others 
were  anxious  to  join.  The  reason  of  Governor  Johnson's  com))liance 
with  the  wishes  of  the  Committee  is  explained  as  follows:  After  ar- 
riving at  the  city,  he  held  a  consultation  with  his  friends,  who  decided 
that  it  would  be  foolish  and  unwise  to  call  out  for  troops,  to  try  to 
sui)press  the  Vigilantes;  so  the  Governor  finally  agreed  to  support 
their  application  to  place  an  armed  guard  of  twent^y-five  within  the 
jail,  to  prevent  the  prisoner  from  escaping,  with  the  understanding, 
however,  that  in  the  event  that  the  Committee  should  resolve  to  take 
tlie  prisoner  from  custody,  that  the  guard  sliould  be  withdrawn  Vte- 
fore  any  measures  were  taken.  The  Committee  were  all  the  while 
preparing  themselves  for  any  emergency,  with  arms  and  ammunition. 
Every  gun-smith  shop  in  town  was  overrun  with  applicants  for  arms, 
and  the  su()ply  was  not  ec|ual  to  the  demand.  The  unfavorable  synip- 
toms  of  Mr.  King  on  Friday,  were  succeeded  ))y  those  equally  as  flat- 
tering on  the  followin<(  day,  wliich  gave  hopes  for  liis  recovery.  At 
12  o'clock  Saturday  night,  Mr.  King  was  doing  well,  passing  the  night 
quietly,  with  his  devoted  wife  by  his  bedside.  He  was  perfectly 
rational  at  that  time. 

POPULAR    FEELING. 

Various  have  l>een  the  comments  upon  this  (piestion,  but  almost 
universal  has  be(;n  the  condeuniation  of  Casey,  and  the  eulogy  of  Mr. 
King.  A  morning  paper  says:  *'  In  this  case  of  Casey  and  King 
meet  the  two  extremes  of  society.  Mr.  King  was  among  the  first  in 
this  State.  FFis  kind  yet  dignified  deportment  won  the  regard  of  all: 
tlie  other  has  [»erhaps  no  e(jual  in  all  that  degrades  a  liuman  l>eing. " 
A  mass  meeting  was  held  at  Marysville,  at  which  numerous  resolu- 
tion,s  were  made.     I  shall  give  some;: 

lii'Molveil—'Vh&t  we  recognize  in  .liiines  King,  uh  i-ditor  of  the  liulUet'ni,  the 
sincere  and  earneHt  friend  of  the  poor;  the  hold  and  fearless  exposor  of  vice, 
crime,  and  corruption  ;  the  indeoendent  and  uncompromising'  opponent  of 
official  villains  and  swindlers,  and  the  ix'st  and  most  faithful  expomnt  our 
State  has  afTorded  of  that  correct  Bcntinient  which  everywhere  prevails  among 
the  masses  of  the  people. 

Jienolvef I  — 'V\\tit  the  late  attempted  assassination  of  .Mr.  Kinv'.  a  useful, 
roHpecta))le  and  a  peaceful  citi/en  of  San  Francisco,  by  .hime.s  V.  Casey,  who 
is  a  ^raduatetl  convict  of  the  Sing  Sin^  Prison,  and  a  notorious  ruthan  and 
fraud,  is  an  oll'ence  against  tiie  iK'ace,  the  order,  and  the  good  of  the  State  ; 
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SO  hineous  in  otfence  as  to  demand  an  expression   of  condemnation  from  every 
good  citizen  in  the  land 

One  of  the  brood  who  sympathized  with  Casey,  threw  a  decayed 
egg  toward  the  speaker's  stand  during  the  evening,  but  it  fell  short 
of  the  intended  mark,  and  burst  among  the  crowd. 

A  bad  egg  is  a  fit  emblem  of  the  rotten-heartedness  of  those  who  uphold 
theives  and  murderers  in  the  assassination  of  honest  men.  Thank  Heaven  ! 
we  are  cursed  by  only  a  few  such  in  this  community,  and  those  few  will  be 
cleaned  out  ere  long,  if  they  do  not  mend  their  behaviour.  Hemp  is  cheap 
this  year.  —  Marysviile  Herald. 

"  FLYING    HOUNDS." 

Two  very  suspicious  characters,  wdio  naturally  stood  in  dread  of 
the  Vigilance  Committee  took  passage  on  board  the  "  Sea  Bird," 
Saturday,  for  San  Diego.  Three  others  sup})Osed  to  belong  to  the 
same  band,  but  who  were  afraid  to  board  the  steamer  at  tJie  wharf, 
endeavored  to  catch  by  means  of  a  small  boat.  They  pulled  lustily 
but  were  unable  to  overtake  the  steamer. 

The  San  Francisco  Alta  of  March  17th  says: 

The  subversion  of  "law,"  under  ordinary  ciicumstances,  is  very  much  to  be 
deplored  ;  bat  there  is  one  thing  to  be  deplored  much  more  greatly,  and  that  is, 
that  the  necessity  f(U'  such  subversion  should  ever  arise.  The  fact  of  law  is  to 
be  honored.  It  is  holy.  Sacred  memories  of  the  past,  and  sacred  hopes  for 
the  future,  are  entwined  about  it.  But  our  present  law  is  a  farce.  Who 
denies  it  ?  Do  not  criminals,  great  and  notorious,  walk  through  our  streets, 
with  their  heads  high,  and  their  tongues  loud  ?  and  are  they  iu)t  the  very  men, 
who,  when  outrage,  wrong,  and  murder  have  been  com.mitted  are  the  most 
foremost  and  the  most  active  in  the  support  of  "  law  and  order?"  Yes.  It  is 
that  kind  of  "law  and  order  "  which  protects  them,  and  which  they  turn  to- 
ward for  their  own  safety.  It  is  a  melancholy  fact,  but  a  fact  it  is,  that,  in 
this  city,  the  support  of  law  has  fallen  into  the  hands  of  the  most  notoriously 
lawless.  The  question  now  arises  who  shall  rule,  the  decf  nt  respectable,  hon- 
est citizens  ;  or,  the  rowdies,  gamblers  and  murderers  ?  The  law  fails  to  give 
that  protection  to  life  and  property  which  the  people  have  a  right  to  expect. 
What  is  to  be  done  ? 

The  Evening  Journal,  in  a  long  editorial  says  : 

That  our  citizens  in  view  of  an  act,  well  calculated  to  madden  their  just 
resentment,  into  instant  and  merited  punishment  of  the  felon^ —  have  chosen 
to  do  nothing  under  the  impulse  of  sudden  exasperation  ;  which  is  the  best 
guaranty  of  the  calm  and  settled  determination  which  they  have  in  view,  to 
forward  the  reform  which  they  have  undertaken.  The  vvork  is,  indeed,  a  great 
one  ;  but  one  which  united  deliberate  action  can  accomijlish.  There  is  not  a 
working  man  witliin  the  length  and  breadth  of  this  city,  but  whose  heart  is  in 
the  movement,  and  is  ready  to  give  life  and  limb,  if  need  be,  to  crush  the 
enemy  of  their  peace  and  prosperity.  These  noble  and  patient  men  responded 
quickly  on  the  tirst  note  of  danger,  and  like  men,  they  have  calmed  their 
passions,  and  will  wait  till  wise  counsel  have  determined  what  is  to  be  done  ; 
then  they  will  doit  at  any  hazard.  Numerous  were  the  comments  of  various 
journals  of  the  city,  but  I  fear  straining  the  patience  of  the  reader. 
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THE  EVENTS  OF  SUNDAY,  MAY  18tH. 

We  will  now  proceed  to  chronicle  eveuts  of  no  ordinary  character — 
a  day  such  as  was  never  before  witnessed  in  San  Francisco.  The  ac- 
tion was  undertaken  by  good  citizens,  a^  an  imperative  duty  to  tliem- 
selves,  the  community  and  the  country;  and  they  entered  upon  its 
performance  after  cooly  calculating^  all  its  responsibilities.  The  work 
was  accomplished  quietly,  and  with  the  most  perfect  decorum.  The 
Committee  numbered  twenty-six  hundred  men,  wiio  were  selected 
from  tlie  most  reliai)le  of  the  city,  all  of  whom  were  vouched  for  by 
some  citizen  well  known  to  the  original  Vigilance  Committee.  They 
were  organized  into  com[)anies  of  one  hundred  men  each,  making 
twenty-six  companies.  Each  company  selected  its  captain  and  four 
lieutenants  ;  and  each  had  been  well  drilled  day  and  night.  They 
had  a  stnnd  of  two  thousand  muskets,  besides  a  large  numbar  of  rifles 
as  well  as  an  innumerable  number  of  shot-guns,  knives  and  revolvers, 
and  one  field  piece  belonging  to  the  California  Guards. 

THK  ORGANIZATION  SUNDAY  MORNING. 

The  intention  of  the  organization  was  not  known  beyond  the  circle 
of  the  executive  depai'tment,  which  was  the  controlling  power  of  the 
whole  body,  and  whose  orders  were  imperativf*  The  entire 
force  being  liable  at  any  moment  to  be  called  into  immediate  action. 

At  an  early  hour,  orders  were  given  to  the  commanders  of  the 
different  companies,  to  appear  with  their  forces  at  the  general  head- 
([uarters  of  the  Committee,  Nc.  41  Sacramento  Street,  and  be  ready 
for  duty  at  nine  o'clock.  By  twelve  o'clock  all  the  companies  had 
assembled  as  direct(^d,  and  wen?  placed  in  charge  of  field  otiicei-s  who 
had  been  cliosen  ;  all  being  subject  to  the  direction  of  Chief  Marshal 
Charles  Doane.  In  the  mean  time,  a  detachment  was  sent  to  the 
store  of  Mess.  Macondray  it  Co.  to  take  ])OSsession  of  th<^,  field  })iece 
of  the  First  California  Guard,  and  prepare  it  for  use  :  this  was 
(juickly  accomplished,  and  the  piece  was  guarded  awaiting  further 
orders.  Nothing  definite  was  known,  even  among  the  soldiers,  of 
what  was  about  to  be  undertaken  ;  yet  it  was  gcncially  believed  that 
the  ()bj(!ct  was  to  gain  possession  of  Casey  and  perliaps  others. 
Shortly  after  12  o'clock  the  companies  were  marshalh'd  into  the  street, 
with  tli(!  Citi/<Mis  (iuard,  consisting  of  GO  picked  men,  to  act  as 
f;scort.  This  com))any  was  commanded  by  Capt.  .lanies  N.  Olney  : 
they  were  every  inch  soldieis,  and  well  qualitied  for  the  position 
assign<*d  th(;m. 

'I'Ik;  next  company  in  line  was  No.  11,  commanded  by  Capt. 
I)(nin('lly,  and  Lieut.  Frank  Kaslman.  The  thiid  was  a  company  of 
Frcncli  citizens,  under  ('ajit.  Kicliard,  many  of  whom  gave  e\idence 
of  uccpiaintance  of  tlie  i)attie  ticUl.  Tlien  came  a  German  comj):iny, 
followj'd  by  the  various  other  companies.  It  was  a  strange  sight  ; 
men  of  all   classes,  ag»'S   and    nations,   men   of    wt-altli.  and    men   of 
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poverty.  The  clerk,  the  porter,  the  father — the  citizen  and  the 
patriot:  all  enrolled  in  this  volunteer  company  of  citizen  soldiers,  and 
all  bent  on  the  accomplishment  of  a  certain  object. 

THE  MARCH  TO  THE  JAIL. 

As  the  troops  with  glistening  bayonets,  marched  up  Sacramento 
Street,  the  immense  body  of  spectators  pressed  along  through  the 
crowded  street  with  the  armed  force,  and  the  whole  living  throng 
moved  forward  with  scarcely  an  audible  voice,  save  that  of  the  officers 
in  command.  Through  all  the  streets  where  they  passed  the  doors 
and  windows  were  filled  with  anxious  and  curious  spectators.  As 
the  throng  moved  forward  its  numbers  were  continually  being 
augmented,  and  {)ersons  from  all  directions  were  hurrying  toward 
the  jail  The  main  body  of  the  army  p-issed  up  Sacramento  St. 
to  Montgomery,  along  Mo^^tgomery  to  Pacific,  from  thence  up  to 
Kearny,  along  Kearny  to  Broadway  Jail.  Several  of  the  companies 
were  instructed,  it  seems,  to  approach  the  spot  in  diffierent  directions, 
and  simultaneously  the  bayonets  were  seen  coming  from  Stockton, 
Dupont,  and  Kearny  Streets.  The  whole  campaign  was  so  well 
planned,  that  not  a  single  mistake  seems  to  have  been  committed. 
The  neighborhood  about  the  jail  was  crowded  with  spectators,  long' 
before  the  arrival  of  the  troops  ;  but  the  way  w^as  soon  cleared,  and 
the  different  companies  were  drawn  up,  so  that  they  commanded 
the  entire  square  bounded  by  Broadway,  Vallejo,  Kearny  and 
Dupont  streets;  most  of  the  force  being  stationed  in  front  of  the 
Jail  on  Broadway  street. 

After  the  proper  disposition  of  the  troops,  the  houses  in  the  vicinity 
were  searched,  to  ascertain  if  there  was  reason  to  anticipate  an  attack 
from  the  rear. 

The  cannon  was  then  placed  in  the  center  of  the  street,  in  front 
of  the  jail,  and  aiming  its  muzzle  directly  at  the  front  door  of  the 
jail,  deliberately  proceeded  to  load  it  with  powder  and  ball. 

According  to  the  stipulations,  previously  agreed  upon  the  Com- 
mittee had  withdrawn  its  guard  from  within  the  jail  before  bringing 
the  forces  up ;  so  that  the  Sherifi'  had  entire  control  of  the  prison. 
But  it  was  soon  observed  that  he  had  decided  to  make  no  resistance 
to  such  an  ominous  array.  There  w^ere  three  or  four  police  officers, 
and  one  or  two  deputy  sherifis  on  the  top  of  the  jail,  without  arms, 
who  appeared  as  mere  spectators. 

Withiin  the  jail  were  :  Sheriff  Scannell,  Duputy  Harrison,  and  one 
or  two  other  deputies ;  together  with  Marshal  North  and  several 
])olicemen  ;  all  of  whom  were  watching  the  movements  outside,  and 
with  no  disposition  to  resist  the  will  of  the  applicants  for  the  prisoner. 
Their  countenences  wore  a  serious  aspect ;  which  plainly  evinced  that 
they  felt  that  the  people  who  had  clothed  them  with  autority,  were 
now  about  to  dictate  terms  which  they  could  not  to  resist 

As  the  army  approached  the  jail,  the  sheriff  went  to  the  cell  of 
Casey  and  said,  "James,  their  are  two  thousand  armed  men  coming 
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for  you,  and  1  have  not  tliirty  men  about  the  jail."  Casey  replied  : 
'•'Then  do  not  peril  your  life  and  that  of  the  officers  in  defending  nie." 
"'I  will  {TO  with  the'm." 

APPROACH    OF    THE    COMMITTEE! 

The  Executiveconmiittee  were  formed  into  a  solid  squareof  about  ten 
<leep  4:Urectly  in  front  of  the  jail,  and  the  "Citizens  Guard  "  formed  a 
hollow  square  about  them,  and  all  appeared  ready  for  action.  A 
deputation  of  the  committee  were  delegcited  to  call  at  the  door  and 
re<|uest  the  Sheriff  to  deliver  up  the  prisoner  Casey.  Accordingly, 
on  arriving  at  the  door,  three  raps  were  made.  Sheriti"  Scannell  a]»- 
peared,  and  Mi*.  Meyers  V.  Truett,  on  behalf  of  the  committee,  in- 
formed the  Slipriff  of  the  object  of  tlieir  errand,  and  desired  him  to 
Imnd-cuif  the  prisoner,  and  deliver  him  at  the  door.  Witiiout  hesita- 
tion the  Slieriff  repaired  to  the  cell  of  Casey,  and  informed  him  of  the 
request  of  the  Vii^'ilante.s.  Casey  positively  refused  to  allow  ihem  to 
hand-cuff  him.  This  was  reported  to  the  committee,  who  re<juested 
the  Sheritl  to  endeavor  to  induce  Casey  to  be  hand-cuffed.  Deputy 
Harrison  then  tried  to  persuade  Casey  to  be  ironed,  but  he  drew  a 
knife  which  he  had  conceih?d  about  him,  and  (lourishing  it,  declared 
that  he  would  plunge  it  into  his  heart  sooner  than  be  taken  by  the 
Vigilance  Committee.  Another  consultation  was  being  held  by  the 
committee  durinir  which  time  Casev  ha<l  said  to  ^larshal  North,  that 
if  two  resi)ectable  citizens  would  assure  him  that  lie  should  have  a 
fair  trial,  and  not  be  dragged  through  the  streets,  that  he  would  go 
with  th(!m.  Accordingly,  Messrs.  Truett,  Coleman,  Thompson  and 
Farwell,  on  behalf  of  the  sub-committee,  went  into  the  prison  and 
h(;ld  an  interview  with  Casey  through  the  wicket  of  the  cell,  in 
which  they  assured  him  that  he  should  be  tj.ken  throui^h  the  streets 
in  a  closed  carriage,  and  that  every  opportunity  should  be  afforded 
him  to  have  a  fair  trial.  An  arran:5ement  having  Ixmmi  thus  effected, 
the  committee  n-tired  without  the  outer  door,  and  Mr.  North,  after 
placing  the  iions  on  the  prisoner,  conducted  him  to  the  front  door, 
and  delivei-ed  him  into  the  hands  of  the  committee.  Ife  was  then 
conducted  to  a  coach,  and  at  his  n^juest,  Mr.  North  took  a  seat  be- 
side liim,  and  W'm.  T.  Coleni  ui  and  Meyei-s  Truett,  occupied  the 
same  carriage.  After  (Jasey  was  seated  in  the  carriage,  another 
confenmce  was  hrdd  witli  the  Sheriff,  rcfjuesting  the?  person  of  Charh's 
<Jora,  tlie  murdeier  of  (Jen.  Hichard.son,  to  be  delivered  into  the 
hanfls  of  the  (;ommittee.  The  re(juest  was  declined,  and  time  was 
asked  to  consider*  it  Tlie  committee  gave  the  Sheriff  one  hour  to 
d(?cide,  and  at  the  same  time  warned  him  that  no  person  must  be 
allowed  to  piss  through  the  jail  door  eithei-  way,  except  the  Siieriff 
or  Ids  deputies.  As  the  guard  came  down  tlje  j)rison  st(?ps  with 
( 'a«ey,  a  burst  of  ap|)lause  arose  involuntarily  from  the  vast  assemljley, 
but  by  a  move  of  the  uplifted  hands  of  the  connnittee,  silence  was 
instant) V  restored. 
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As  soon  as  preparations  were  made  to  move  toward  the  committee- 
rooms,  the  large  body  of  spectators  sought  the   nearest  route  to  the- 
place,  through  all  the  streets  and   alleys  that  led  in   that  direction. 
About  one-half  the  armed  force  were  left  to  guard  the  jail,  and  the 
rest  serv^ed  as  guard  and  escort  to  the  prisoner.     The  same  streets  were 
traversed  returning  as  when  going  to  the  prison,  and  although  they 
were  packed  with  human  beings,  there  was  not  the  slightest  rush  or 
disturbance.      It  was  a  noticeable  fact  tliat  this  movement  command- 
ed the  respect  of  the  citizens  and  officers,   for  the  dignity  and  deco- 
rum observed.     The  procession  was  as  solemn  as  a  funeral  cortege, 
and  when  it  passed  through  IVIontgomery  street,  there  were  some  who- 
uncovered  their  heads,  out  of  respect  to  the  men  who  filled  the  ranks. 
The  Committee  reached  the  rooms   on   Sacramonto  street,  about  two 
o'clock;  Casey  was  conducted  to  the  upper  room,    and    placed  under 
guard.      The  gathering  about  the  building  was  immense  at  this  time. 
The  Committee  had  sentinels  stationed  on  every  block,  in  the  thickly 
built  portions  of  the  city,  to  guard  against  thieves  or  house  burners 
carrying  on   their  depredations.      Mounted  courriers  were  also  con- 
tinually going    from    point    to   point,  but    their    errands    were   only 
known  to  the  Committee. 

In  accordance  with  their  notifications  to  the  Sheriff,  the  Com- 
mittee proceeded  back  to  the  jail,  and  renewed  their  demand  for  Cora. 
The  Sheriff  still  declined  to  deliver  him  u\),  and  asked  for  thirty 
minutes  longer,  which  was  granted  him,  and  he  still  declined,  saying 
that  they  had  the  power  and  could  take  the  whole  jail  if  they 
wished.  They  informed  him  that  they  regarded  him  as  Sheriff,  and 
would  hold  him  responsible  for  the  safe  keeping  of  the  rest  of  the 
prisoners  They  only  asked  for  the  ])erson  of  Cora,  and  they  must 
have  it.  Their  requests  were  finally  complied  with.  Cora  was  de- 
livered up,  and  removed  to  the  Committee  rooms  in  the  same  manner 
as  Casey,  with  a  large  crowd  in  atterdance. 

The  work  of  the  day  having  been  accomplished,  the  various  com- 
panies, except  those  on  guard,  quietly  dispersed.  Each  company 
marched  out  separatelj',  and  afterwards  went  down  to  the  wharves, 
and  discharged  their  arms  into  the  bay.  Ihis  was  done  to  prevent 
accidents,  and  to  have  them  fresh  loaded  in  case  of  another  call. 

About  three  hundred  men  were  kept  on  guard  at  the  Committee 
rooms. 

CONDITIO]^    OF    MR.    KING. 

Mr.  King  continued  to  improve  throughout  the  day,  and  was  then, 
without  fever.  He  heard  the  crowd  as  it  passed  Montgomery  block 
with  Casey,  and  insisted  that  Casey  had  been  rescued,  which  his  friends 
denied,  wishing  to  keep  it  from  him. 

Monday  morning,  May  19th. — Mr.  King  was  suffering  a  little 
more  than  ususl  from  his  wound,  but  his  general  symtoms  were  no 
worse  apparently.     The  j;hysiciai]s  felt    no  great  alarm. 

The  civil  officers  were  completely  dumfounded  with  astonishment 


[  -51  ] 

that  power  had  been  so  completely  wrested  from  them.  They  found 
themselves  shorn  of  strength  in  a  single  day,  and  were  only  officers 
in  name. 

The  various  Courts  were  deserted  Saturday,  and  there  .seemed  no 
dispo.sition  on  the  part  of  the  authorities  to  take  any  action  whatever. 

'Ihe  Executive  Committee  was  in  session  the  entire  day.  The 
head  Committee  was  composed  of  twenty-nine  men.  Men  who  had 
the  best  intererests  of  the  community  at  heart,  so  that  all  fears  that 
injustice  would  be  done,  or  that  the  guilty  would  escape  was 
banished.  The  Committee  were  being  continually  augmented.  They 
now  numbered  over  three  thousand. 

The  {)risoner  Ca.sey  j)assed  most  of  Monday  writing,  about  what, 
is  not  known.  He  was  a  remarkable  man  in  his  way ;  said  to  have 
possessed  unusual  courage  and  bravery.  He  was  considered  honor- 
able among  his  class,  but  revengeful  to  his  enemies.  He  had  accum- 
ulated a  fortune  here,  yet  was  never  known  to  have  done  an  hone.st 
days  work,  or  a  charitable  act.  Shortly  after  he  was  released  from 
the  prison  in  New  York  he  came  to  California,  and  was  very  soon 
after  elected  Inspector  of  election  in  the  sixth  ward  ;  where  he  pre- 
sided and  held  sway  till  within  a  few  months  previous  to  this  occur- 
rence. He  elected  otlicer  after  officer,  and  shared  with  them  the 
spoils.  It  is  also  claimed  that  he  once  elected  a  governor  of  this 
State,  as  some  large  stuffing  was  done  that  year.  The  majority  was 
very  small,  and  was  always  thought  to  have  been  stolen.  He  made 
the  inspection  busin(\ss  a  means  of  livelihood,  and  held  the  city  and 
county  offices  subject  to  the  highest  bidder.  In  this  manner  he  liad 
accurnu laced  a  fortune.  The  manner  of  his  gaining  a  seat  in  the 
P>oard  of  Supervisors  was  yet  fresh  in  the' minds  of  the  community. 
.\  ballot-l)ox  pr<!sided  over  by  Sullivan,  Kelly  and  White,  at  the 
Presidio,  was  so  arranged  that  four  or  five  days  after  the  election  it 
liatched  out  Casey  for  SujxTvisor,  where  he  never  thought  of  being  a 
candidate  until  the  election  was  over.  Thus  armed  with  the  color  of 
authority,  he  took  his  seat  and  votcid  away  the  [>eople's  money  to 
those  who  gave  him  the  lion's  share.  With  this  money  he  estab- 
lished a  Sunrlay  paper.  Without  principal,  education,  or  any  (juali- 
tication  to  con«luct  a  journal,  except  his  ill-gotttui  gains,  to  bin?  com- 
pcmers  and  pay  printers.  His  claims  to  being  an  editor  were  disre- 
garded.     He  had  a  mother  residing  in  New  York. 

Tlwi  woman,  l*elle  ('ora,  was  down  on  Commercial  street  Monday, 
manifesting  considerable  anxiety  as  to  what  was  to  be  done  with 
Cora.  She  did  not  apply  for  admission.  Everything  was  at 
this  time  unii«T  the  control  of  the  ( 'ommittre,  who  liad  detailed  a 
large*  number  of  courriers  t<i  patrol  the  city  during  t  ho  night,  to  guard 
against  any  villainy. 

TirKSDAV    MOIININCJ    WAY    20tII. 

Mr.  King  j»aH.sed  a   most   unsatisfactory  night.      His  sulTering  was 
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very  great,  and  his  condition  was  reported  as  critical.  At  twelve 
o'clock  physicians  regarded  the  case  as  almost  hopeless,  and  were 
then  using  stimulants  to  brace  up  the  sinking  constitution.  At  half 
past  twelve  o'clock  the  physicians  stated  there  was  still  hope  for  re- 
covery. The  recent  probing  and  dressing  of  the  wound  had  very 
much  weakened  him.  His  whole  nervous  system  was  completely 
prostrated  in  consequence.  This  was  anticipated,  and  was  believed 
to  be  the  most  critical  moment  he  should  experience.  At  fifteen 
minutes  ].>ast  one  o'clock  Mr.  King  breathed  his  last.  The  most  in- 
tence  excitement  and  sorrow  followed. 

THE    LAST    HOURS    OF    MR.    KING. 

Up  to  Sunday  night  the  18th,  the  condition  of  Mr.  King  was 
satisfactory  to  his  physicians,  and  hopes  were  entertained  of  his  sur- 
viving;  but  during  the  night  he  complained  of  his  left  shoulder,  and 
the  seat  of  the  wound.  In  the  morning  his  countenance  wore  an 
anxious  expression  ;  his  system  was  in  great  distress,  with  the  pulse 
at  130.  This  condition  continued  till  3  o'clock  p.  m.,  when  his  phy- 
sicians held  a  consultation,  and  decided  to  examine  the  wound,  and 
try  to  afford  relief  to  the  critical  condition.  The  bandage  and 
sponge  were  removed,  after  administering  chloroform,  and  the  wound 
examined.  It  was  found  that  the  large  artery  had  not  given  away, 
not  rendering  it  necessary  to  take  it  up  ;  little  or  no  blood  flowed. 
The  wound  was  dressed  again,  and  upon  his  recovery  from  the 
chloroform  be  was  made  comfortable  and  easy,  and  continued  so  until 
niofhtfall.  Durino"  the  evenino-  he  became  restless,  and  continued  to 
be  so  durino-  the  nif>-lit,  notwithstanding  the  administration  of 
anodines.  Late  in  th,e  night  the  pulse  entirely  ceased  in  the  left  arm, 
and  grew  feeble  in  the  right.  About  dawn  he  fell  into  a  disturbed 
sleep.  Shortly  before  five  o'clock  Tuesday  morning,  he  complained 
of  sickness  of  the  stomach,  which  unfavorable  symptom  the  doctors 
were  unable  to  relieve.  He  soon  beo-an  vomitino-  and  was  unable 
to  retain  anvthins;  on  his  stomach.  The  vomitino-  continued  till  half 
past  one  o'clock,  when  he  breathed  his  last.  Doctors  Toland,  Ham- 
mond, Gray  and  Burdette  were  in  constant  attendance  on  him.  Mr. 
King's  wife  was  by  his  side  throughout  all  these  trying  moments,  and 
she  was  hovering  over  him  when  his  spirit  took  its  flight.  The  an- 
nouncement of  his  death  acted  like  an  electric  shock  to  the  city ;  it 
passed  from  man  to  man,  and  from  street  to  street,  until,  in  a  few 
moments,  it  was  known  all  over  the  city.  Emblems  of  mourning 
were  immediately  put  on  by  citizens,  and  hung  upon  the  principal 
buildings  and  residences  in  the  city.  Soon  after  the  decease,  the 
members  of  Howard  Engine  Co.  ISo.  3  hung  the  following  inscrip- 
tion, across  from  Montgomery  Block,  to  the  office  of  the  Bulletin. 
''The  great,  the  good  one  is  dead."  "Who  will  not  mourn?"  "How- 
ard 3."  Mr.  King  left  a  very  interesting  family  of  a  wife  and  six 
children,  all  of  the  latter  under  14  years  or  age 
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EULOGY    FROM    A    MORNING    PAPER. 

The  work  of  the  assassin  is  completed — James  King  is  dead.  The  pulsations 
of  his  manly  heart  are  stilled  forever.  No  more  in  our  streets  will  his  tower- 
ing form  be  seen  to  walk.  No  more  the  energies  of  his  able  pen  will  please 
the  gaze  of  thousands  of  readers.  Death  has  taken  him  from  ns.  Not  the 
death  which,  in  withered  age,  comes  like  an  angel  of  mercy  to  receive  the 
waiting,  lingering  soul,  with  hope  and  healing  on  his  wings,  to  bear  the  weary 
wanderer  to  a  h>etter  world  ;  but  unnatural,  unkind  death,  in  the  prime  of 
life's  youth,  in  the  flush  of  health,  in  the  freshness  and  animation  of  early 
manhood  ;  with  happy  memories  of  the  past,  and  buoyant  hopes  for  the  future 
to  urge  him  on,  and  make  him  wish  to  live  ;  with  a  wife  and  children  clinging 
around  him,  as  the  green  ivy  on  the  broken  oak,  for  supj)ort.  So  has  he  gone 
from  UK,  stricken  down  by  the  hands  of  a  brute.  The  golden  bowl  is  broken, 
'i'he  wife,  wiiose  young  heart  and  hopes  were  pledged  to  him,  is  stricken  and 
bereaved.  The  cliildren  who  have  fondly  listened  with  her  for  the  coming 
of  his  footsteps,  as  he  sought  the  family  hearthstone,  will  hear  him  no  more. 
Widowed  is  she,  and  they  are  orphans. 

Wlifm  tlie  announcement  of  Mr.  King's  death  was  made  to  Casev. 
lie  was  much  afiected  and  trembled  visibly.  He  was  called  upon  by 
(Jharbis  Gallagher,  with  whom  he  arranged  his  business  affairs.  He 
ate  and  slept  but  very  little,  walking  about  the  room  almost  con- 
stantly, aiid  keeping  up  bis  courage  to  a  remarkable  extent.  He  was 
a  man  of  powerful  nervous  system,  just  such  as  would  go  to  a  gallows 
with  a  firm  stej).  The  committee  held  a  meeting,  l)Ut  made  no 
demonstrations  till  the  following  day. 

Wednesday,  May  21st,  was  passed  in  moui'iiing  and  lamenting  the 
the  death  of  Mr.  I^ing.  More  gen<'ral  (juict  existed  than  any  day 
since  the  beginning  of  the  excitement.  I'lie  anxiety  for  Mr.  King 
was  no  longer  felt,  and  the  security  of  the  prisoners  was  beyond 
douljt.  'J'he  ex(^cutive  committees  was  in  session  all  day.  A  post 
mortem  was  iudd  on  the  l»ody  of  Mr.  King  and  the  vrrdict  brought 
in.  ft  is  that  d(?ceased  came  to  his  death  by  a  pistol  ball,  tired  by 
James  P.  Casey;  and  that  the  act  was  premeditated  and  unjustiliable. 
W(;  also  find  Mr.  King  to  have  been  a  native  of  (Georgetown,  I>.  C, 
aged  thirty-four  years.  Sign(;(l  by  eight  jurors.  Quite  a  number  of 
testimonials  and  resolutio.is  were  adopted  by  the  various  societies  of 
the  citv;  all  highly  rulogizing  the  life  and  charactei-  of  dcL-eased. 

The  next  day,  'I'huisday,  the  funeral  ceremonies  over  tiie  lamentc'd 
remains  were  duly  performed,  and  were  of  a  grand  and  imposing 
character.  Notwithstanding  the  reijuest  of  the  faniily  to  avoid  all 
unnecessary  display,  y<*t  it  was  impossible  to  keep  people  from  mani- 
festing their  d(H!p  sympathy.  All  the  societies  were  in  full  attend- 
ance. The  remains  were  taken  to  the  Unitarian  cliurch,  where  tlie 
funeral  oration  was  delivered  by  tlie  ])a8tor,  Rev.  Dr.  Cutler,  and 
was  full  of  ehxjueiKM'.  Tin;  ceremonies  at  the  grave  were  those 
usually  perfornjeil  by  tin*  Ma.sonic  order,  of  wbitb  he  \NaM  a  member. 
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While  the  last  tokens  of  respect  were  being  ofiered  for  Mr.  King 
at  the  church,  a  very  different  j^erformance  was  going  on  at  the 
rooms  of  the  Vigilance  Committee.  It  had  been  determined  to  post- 
pone the  execution  of  Casey  and  Cora  until  Friday  ;  but  a  report 
had  been  circulated  of  such  character  as  led  the  Committee  to  believe 
that  an  attempt  would  be  made  to  rescue  the  prisoners  during  the 
funeral  obsequies,  as  it  was  sup})Osed  that  the  rooms  would  only  be 
partially  guarded  during  that  time — !So,  to  relieve  themselves  of 
anxiety  and  suspense,  the  Committee  decided  to  complete  the  work 
as  quickly  as  possible.  Notwithstanding  the  large  attendance  at  the 
funeral,  the  rooms  of  the  Committee  were  surrounded  by  many 
thousand  peoi)le.  The  most  formidable  guard  was  arranged,  embrac- 
ing all  the  arms  of  the  Committee,  which  consisted  of  about  3,000 
muskets  and  two  field  pieces.  The  streets  in  the  immediate  vicinity 
of  the  rooms  were  cleared  by  the  soldiers,  and  the  bristling  bayonets 
displayed  in  every  direction,  made  the  scene  somewhat  startling.  At 
about  one  o'clock  workmen  were  seen  preparing  the  gallows  in  front 
of  the  Committee  rooms.  These  rooms  were  within  a  two  story  gran- 
ite building.  A  platform  was  extended  from  each  of  two  front 
windows  of  the  second  floor  ;  these  platforms  were  provided  with 
hinges  at  the  outer  line  of  the  window  sills,  the  extreme  ends  of  the 
platforms  being  held  up  by  cords,  which  were  fastened  to  a  beam 
projecting  from  the  roof  of  the  building.  The  fatal  rope  was  also 
suspended  from  this  beam.  At  about  half  past  twelve  o'clock  Belle 
Cora  had  arrived,  in  com|)liance  w'ith  the  request  of  Cora's  spiritual 
advisor,  who  refused  to  give  Cora  absolution  unless  he  be  married  to 
the  woman  with  whom  he  had  sinned.  The  woman  appeared  very 
indignant,  and  looked  angrily  at  the  members  of  the  Committee.  She 
was  very  reluctant  about  going  into  the  room  where  Cora  w^as  con- 
fined, but  finally,  upon  his  written  request,  did  so;  and  the  two  were 
formally  united  in  marriage  by  the  priest.  At  about  one  o'clock, 
the  prisoners  were  brought  to  the  windows,  when  they  looked  out 
upon  the  vast  multitude.  They  were  dressed  in  their  usual  costumes 
but  had  their  arms  pinioned.  They  were  both  firm  when  mounted 
upon  the  platform,  apparently  unconcerned  as  to  their  fate.  Befoi'e 
placing  the  ropes  upon  their  necks,  an  opportunity  was  given  them 
to  speak  to  the  people  assembled — when  Casey  said : 

Gentlemen  ;  I  hope  this  will  be  forever  engraved  on  your  minds,  and  on  you 
hearts.  I  am  no  murderer.  Let  no  man  call  me  a  murderer,  or  an  assassin 
Let  not  the  community  pronounce  me  a  murderer.  Let  not  the  Alta,  the 
Chronicle  or  the  Globe,  which  papers  have  so  bitterly  denounced  me  ;  let  them 
not  stigmatize  me  a  murderer  in  their  daily  and  weekly  papers,  nor  send  my 
name  to  the  States  as  a  murderer.  Let  no  editor  dare  slander  my  name  or  my 
memory.  Gentlemen,  I  am  no  murderer.  My  faults  are  the  result  of  my  early 
education.     When  I  was  reared,  T   was   taught   to  fight;  and  to  resent  v  rong 
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was  my  province.  If  you  see  my  funeral  train  to-morrow,  let  no  one  say  there 
.goes  the  body  of  a  murderer.  When  I  am  departed  hence,  let  no  one  send  my 
name  to  the  world  as  a  murderer.  I  have  an  aged  motlier,  and  let  not  her  hear 
me  called  a  murderer  or  an  assassin.  I  have  always  resented  wrong,  and  I 
have  done  it  now.  Oh  I  my  poor  mother,  my  poor  mother ;  How  her  heart 
will  bleed  at  this  news  1  It  is  her  pain  I  feel  now.  This  will  wring  her  heart 
Vjut  she  will  not  believe  me  a  murderer.  I  but  resented  an  injury— my  poor 
mother.  Oh  I  my  motlier,  God  bless  you.  (jrentleintn,  I  pardon  you,  as  I  hope 
God  will  forgive  me,  amen.  Oh  I  my  poor  mother  I  Oh  (iod,  have  mercy  on 
me.  My  Jesus,  take  care  of  me.  Oh  God,  with  accumulated  guilt  of  28  or 
29  years,  have  mercy  on  me. 

At  the  conclusiou  he  seemed  to  grow  weak,  and  was  unable  to 
stand  without  the  sui)port  of  those  near  him.  Father  Gallagher  was 
bj  his  side  as  his  spiritual  advisor,  and  several  times  told  him  to  stop 
speaking  and  )>ray. 

When  the  noose  was  placed  al)Out  his  neck,  be  almost  fainted 
away,  and  had  to  be  supported 

Cora  did  not  .say  a  word,  or  desire  to.  He  stood  upon  the  .scaffold 
during  Casey's  .speecli,  perfectly  unmoved,  and  wlien  the  rope  was 
j>ut  around  his  neck  he  manifested  no  uneasiness  wliatever ;  in  fact, 
appeared  unconcerned.  At  twenty  minutes  past  one  o'clock,  every- 
thing being  ready,  the  signal  was  given,  and  tlie  cord  which  held  up 
tlie  outer  ends  of  the  scaffold  was  cut  from  the  roof  of  Uic  building. 
Down  went  the  traps,  and  the  doomed  men  were  launched  into 
•eternity,  and  their  body's  suspended  between  the  earth  and  the  sky. 
The  drop  was  al)Out  six  feet,  J^otii  exj)ired  a|)parently  without  any 
struggling.  During  this  .solemn  and  awful  ceremony,  a  perfect 
stillness  and  sih^nce  was  observed  by  the  vast  multitude;  many  of 
whom  uncovered  their  heads.  The  bodies  were  allowed  to  hang  fifty 
fivM  minutes,  when  tliey  were  cut  down  and  delivered  over  to  the 
coronei . 

The  work  of  death  being  ended,  the  body  of  armed  men  who  liad 
.act<id  as  guard  on  the  oceassion,  were  all  drawn  up  in  line  on  Sacra- 
smento  stre(;t,  double  file,  and  were  reviewed  l)y  the  supei-ior  officers. 
After  this  revi(;w  they  counter-marched  down  to  the  rooms,  and 
entering  through  one  door,  they  stocked  arm.s,  and  filed  out  of  the 
other  door,  to  mingle  with  thciir  fidlow  citiz<'ns.  The  power  tliey 
assumed  for  a  ct  rtain  object,  they  (piietly  laid  down,  and  resumed 
tlieir  various  i)usiness  jMirsuits  after  its  accomplishnu'nt.  They 
undertook  and  jxirformed  a  good  work.  They  did  no  injustice.  They 
•did  no  wrong.  I'liey  did  th(?  duty  of  good  citizens,  and  gopd  citiz<'ns 
aj)prov<'d  their  ccjur.se.  We  do  not  hesitate  to  say  that  they  did 
riglit,  liaving  iu  viewjthis  grand  republican  i>rinciplo--the  will  of 
^ood  people  should  b<;  tlu;  law  of  our  land, 

'I'lie  d;iv  after  the  execution  of  ('asey  and  Cora  was  the  first  «*xp<*r- 
ien(;ed  for  ivu  days  in  whicli  the  l)usiness  of  tin*  City  rectdved  its 
accustomed  attimtion.  'I'he  first  (hiy  for  many  montlis  that  the 
citizens  felt  tiiat  thev  were  t(>  l>e  juotected  fVt»ni  outrage  an<l  disgrace, 
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by    an    executive    head.     The    whole  community    felt    a  relaxation 
from  the  prolonged  anxiety. 

The  Vigilance  Committee  being  now  fully  organized  for  action, 
declared  itself  a  regulating  court ;  determined  to  enforce  measures  to 
prevent  the  further  perpetration  of  crime  and  corruption  in  the 
community.     One  of  the  resolutions  of  the  Committee  we  will  print. 

^^Resolved^  that  we  forbid  the  discussion  of  any  political,  sectional, 
sectarian,  or  of  any  partisan  character  whatever,  in  or  about  the 
rooms. 

We  allow  persons  of  all  nations  and  tongues,  of  good  moral  char- 
acter, to  become  members  These  are  fundemental  principles  of 
the  body,  and  will  be  adhered  to. 

All  creeds,  religious  and  political  opinions  must  be  thrown  aside. 
We  enter  the  great  battle  of  virtue  against  vice,  of  right  against 
wrong,  of  liberty  against  o[)pression ;  and  we  are  determined  at  all 
hazards  to  crush  out  the  monster  vice  of  electio3i  frauds,  as  one  of 
the  greatest  causes  of  all  our  troubles." 

It  will  be  remembered  that  one  of  the  charges  against  the  character 
of  Casey  was  his  efficiency  in  cramming  ballots,  and  from  further 
accounts,  which  I  will  shortly  give,  it  will  be  seen  that  this  corrupt 
practice  existed  to  such  an  alarming  extent  that  it  justly  aroused  the 
indignation  of  all  decent  citizens.  This  was  one  of  the  main  incentives, 
for  the  further  action  of  the  Vigilantes  ;  and  in  accordance  there- 
with, quite  a  number  of  disreputable  characters  were  arrested,  and 
placed  within  the  guard  of  the  Committee  rooms,  there  to  remain 
until  tried  by  that  body. 

Amongst  the  persons  held  in  confinement  at  the  Committee  rooms 
on  May  20th.  w^as  Yankee  Sullivan.  During  his  imprisonment  he 
had  been  very  penitent  for  his'conduct,  and  expressed  a  determination 
to  reform,  if  he  should  be  liberated.  He  had  been  assured  ever  since 
his  arrest,  that  he  would  not  be  hanged  ;  as  the  Committee  would  not 
execute  any  man  that  the  law^  of  the  land  would  not  do  the  same  for. 
He  was,  however,  informed  that  he  should  be  sent  out  of  the  country. 
He  promised  the  members  of  the  Committee  that  if  he  could  be  sent 
back  to  the  Atlantic  States,  that  he  would  quit  the  large  cities  and 
go  back  into  the  country,  and  quit  fighting  and  the  use  of  liquor. 
He  was  very  anxious  that  he  might  be  sent  alone,  as  he  said  his. 
old  associates  wonld  kill  him  for  the  revelations  he  had  made.  He 
seemed  to  fear  transportation  with  other  jjrisoners,  and  some  rowdies, 
not  yet  captured,  as  much  as  he  did  death  itself  The  Committee 
man  agreed  to  do  what  he  could  for  him,  but  could  not  promise  all 
he  asked. 

Yesterday  morning,  at  half  past  five  o'clock,  he  called  to  the 
guard  and  asked  for  a  glass  of  water.  After  drinking,  be  said  he 
had  experienced  a  most  horrible  dream.  He  thought  he  had  been 
arraigned,  tried,  convicted,  sentenced  and  executed.  He  heard  the 
footsteps  of  the  soldiers  approaching  to  take  him  to  the  gallows;  felt 
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the  rope  drawn  about  Lis  neck;  imagined  he  dropped,  and  wliile 
hanging  (in  imagination)  he  awoke  and  called  for  a  glass  of  water. 
The  guard  endeavored  to  cheer  him,  assuring  him  that  he  should  not 
be  executed,  as  the  committee  had  already  agreed  to  send  liim  out  of 
the  State.  He  was  visited  again  at  eight  o'clock  with  breakfast, 
when  he  was  found  to  be  dead  and  cold.  He  was  lying  upon  his  bed, 
and  the  knife  with  which  the  deed  was  done,  lay  just  beneath  his 
right  hand.  It  was  a  common  table  knife,  and  was  quite  dull.  The 
mea,ns  i-esorted  to  to  produce  death,  was  to  make  an  inscision  ujmn 
the  left  arm,  near  the  elbow;  cutting  the  fleshy  part  of  the  arm  down 
to  the  bone,  and  completely  severing  two  large  arteries.  Yankee 
Sullivan,  or  James  Sullivan,  proper,  was  well  known  all  over  the 
country  as  apui^ilist.  He  once  had  a  bout  with  John  Morrissey,  and 
is  said  to  have  defeated  the  ex-congressman  of  New  Vork, 

The  written  confession  of  Sullivan  was  published  in  full  in  the 
papers;  giving  the  names  of  the  persons  who  bribed  him  in  controll- 
ing ballot-b<^xes,  and  general  frauds  in  elections;  disclosing  a  corrup- 
tion truly  disgusting  to  all  decent  citizens;  showing  how  men  of  no 
character  or  confidence  with  the  peophi  did,  by  a  little  strategy  and 
pugilistic  ability,  control  the  polls  and  fill  Uie  oftices  which  good  men 
should,  and  cei'tainly  men  with  the  best  wishes  of  the  majority  of 
the  community  would,  have  occui)ied. 

COMMUNICATION    OF  THE  GOVERNOR. 

Executive  Depaktment,  ) 

SacrauH^nto,  C^il.,  June  2d,  18.')6.     j 

To  Afajor-Gewiral  W.  T.  Sherman,  Sir — 

Information  having  been  received  by  me,  that  an  armed  body  of  men  are 
now  orjL^ani/ed  in  the  C'ity  and  County  of  San  Francisco,  in  this  State,  in  viola- 
tion of  law  ;  an<l  thai  they  have  resisted  the  due  execution  of  law,  hy  prevent- 
ing a  service  of  a  writ  of  hahenn  corpuH,  duly  issued  ;  and  tliat  they  are 
threatening^  other  acts  of  violence  and  rehellion,  against  the  Constitution  of 
the  laws  of  the  State  ;  you  are  therefore  commanded  to  call  upon  such  nund)er 
as  yo\i  may  deem  necessary  of  the  enrolled  militia,  oi-  those  subject  to  military 
duty,  also,  ujion  all  the  voluntary  independant  companies  of  the  military 
Division  under  your  command, — to  report,  organize,  etc.,  and  act  with  you 
in  the  enforcement  of  the  law." 

.1.    NP:KLY    JOHNSON. 

In  accordance!  with  this,  ( ien.  Sherman  issued  orders  commanding 
the  oHicers  of  volunteer  companies  and  inch'pendants  to  fill  their 
companies  to  their  highest  standand,  and  report  for  duty.  Also,  for 
all  citizens  of  San  Fratjcisco,  not  belonging  to  any  Hi-e  company,  or, 
otherwise*  exempt  from  militiirv  duty,  to  enroll  as  militia  ;  form 
companies  of  lifty,  appoint  a  captian  to  each  company,  report  to  him 
for  duty.  'IMie  (Jovornor  further  declared  th«'  city  of  Saji  FraDcisco 
to  be  iu  a  state  of  insurrection,  lie  onlered  all  the  militia  to  report 
to  (leneral  Sherman.  The  proclamation  of  the  (Governor  was  citn. 
siderably  laui;li<?d  at,  coming  as  it  did,  ar  S'lch  a  late  h  Mir.  Tho  cal 
for  recruits  by    (Jen.    Sherman    wu.s    weakly  responded  to  ;  the  next 
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day,  about  seventy-five  men  enlisting.  The  Alta  gives  all  their 
names,  and  sums  up  their  history  by  pronouncing  them  the  rowdies  of 
the  city.  The  editor  is  rather  severe  in  its  censure  of  the  Gen.  in 
the  following : 

"  What  does  Major-General  Sherman  wish  to  do  ?  Is  it  his  wish  to  bring  the 
army  of  ballot  box  stuffers  and  rowdies  which  he  may  raise,  in  collision  with 
the  decent,  respectable  citizens  of  San  Francisco  ?  Is  the  military  glory  which 
he  might  attain,  by  leading  on  a  horde  of  villians  against  the  citizens,  sufficient 
to  compensate  for  the  execution  which  he  will  justly  receive  ?  Gen.  Sherman 
is  an  old  military  man.  He  has  a  high  idea  of  military  beauty  and  military 
power  ;  but  his  skill,  his  military  prestige,  M'ill  not  be  of  any  value  in  the 
present  crisis.  He  has  not  even  the  respect  he  had  when  Lieutenant  of  the  3d 
Artillery  ;  when  his  soldiers  looked  upon  him  with  fear  and  trembling,  and 
made  wide  his  walk.  But  now  he  is  shorn  of  his  military  locks.  He  is  plain 
Win.  T.  Sherman,  a  partner  in  the  banking  house  of  Lucas,  Turner  &  Co.  His 
military  commission  from  the  Governor  is  contested,  and  whether  he  has  aright 
to  hold  it  or  not,  for  his  own  credit  he  had  better  resign,  and  not  attempt 
to  put  his  "fuss  and  feather"  authoritv  against  that  of  the  people  of  this 
City." 

Two  days  after  the  proclamation  of  the  Governor,  the  Committee 
having  heard  the  evidence  against  some  disreputable  characters,  whom 
they  had  under  guard,  shipped,  expelled,  six  of  them  on  the  steamer 
Hercules. 

The  fact  tJiat  the  Committee  were  being  opposed  by  the  Governor, 
only  .  strengtheued"  their  numbers,  which  now  numbered  about  live 
thousand ;  fully  determined  to  proceed  with  their  good  work. 

The  Governor,  no  doubt,  acted  honestly,  and  as  was  required  by  his 
official  position  :  but  the  general  sentiment  of  the  people  was  against 
him,  and  we  believe  that  only  such  as  were  in  sympathy  with  Casey 
and  Cora  were  wiling  to  act  with  him,  against  the  Vigilantes. 

On  Saturday  evening,  June  7th,  a  number  of  most  respectable 
citizens  went,  on  their  own  responsibility,  to  Benecia,  to  see  the 
Governor  ;  and  by  written  request  sought  an  interview.  The  request 
was  signed  by  J.  B.  Crockett,  E.  W.  Earl,  F.  W.  Macondray,  James 
V.  Thornton,  H.  S.  Foote,  James  Donahue.  M.  R.  Roberts,  John  J. 
Williams,  John  Sime,  Bailie  Peyton  and  G.  W^.  P.  Bissell.  When 
the  Committee  entered  the  room  of  Governor  Johnson,  there  were 
present,  Gen.  Douglas,  Secretary  of  State,  Major-Gen.  Sherman, 
Judge  Terry  and  eight  or  ten  other  celebrities.  The  Committee  de- 
clared in  emphatic  terms  that  they  did  not  belong  to  the  Vigilantes, 
and  had  no  connection  with  its  movements  ;  but  assured  the  Gov. 
that  they  were  of  the  opinion  that  that  bocl}^  of  men  w^ould  do  no 
more  to  violate  the  laws  of  the  State,  and  hoped  tliat  the  Governor- 
would  take  no  steps  in  endeavoring  to  su|)press  the  Society,  ^vhich 
steps  would  most  likely  cause  a  crisis.  The  Governor  replied  that 
he  was  in  full  sympatliy  with  them  in  wishing  to  avoid  bloodshed, 
and  that  nothing  would  be  done  by  him  to  perpetrate  such,  only  in 
a  matter  of  necessity.  "  By  virtue  of  the  constitution  of  this  State 
it  is  made  my  duty  to  enforce  the  execution  of  the  laws.  This  duty 
I  shall  perform  :  and  if,  unhappily,  a  collision  occurs,  and  injury  to 
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life  and  property  result,  the  responsibility  must  rest  upon  those  who 
<lisregard  the  laws  of  the  State."  The  same  evening  Gen.  Sherman 
placed  in  the  hands  of  his  excellency,  the  Governor,  his  resignation 
of  the  commission  of  Major-General,  and  gave  as  his  rea.son  for  so 
doing,  that  in  counselling  moderation  with  the  (governor,  they  could 
not  succeed  in  agreeing  on  a  course  of  action;  so  he  thought  it  hcttf-r 
for  the  Governor  to  select  some  one  whose  views  nearer  coincided 
with  his  own.  At  the  same  time,  he  lauded  the  chivalrous  sense  of 
duty  which  impelled  the  Governor  in  his  attitude.  He  also  advised 
the  Committ(^e  to  quietly  and  «juickly  dishaud.  The  Vigilantes,  how- 
ever, desired  no  advice,  .save  that  of  their  own  wi.se  coun.sel. 

The  following  address  of  tlie  Committee  to  the  peo})le,  through  the 
columns  of  the  daily  papers,  had  a  very  soothing  effect  on  the  excite- 
ment which  prevaihid, 

June  9th,    1856. 
To  the  People  of  California  :  — 

The  Coiniiiittee  ot  V^igilance  placed  in  the  position  tliey  now  occupy  by  the 
voice  and  countenance  of  the  vu.st  niajo!-ity  <»f  their  fellow-citizens,  as  executors 
of  their  will,  desire  to  dehne  tlie  necessity  which  has  force<l  their  present 
organization. 

(ireat  public  emergencies  demand  prompt  and  vigorous  remedies. 

The  people,  Ion;/  suffering  under  an  oi '^anized  despotism,  which  has  invaded 
their  liberties,  sipuiu'lcred  their  pioi»erty,  usurpe<l  their  offices  of  trust  and 
emoluuK'nt,  prevented  tlie  expression  of  their  will  through  the  ballot  box,  and 
have  corrupted  the  chann<;ls  of  justice,  have  now  arisen  in  virtue  of  their  inher- 
ent right  and  power.  All  political,  religious  and  sectional  differences  and  issues 
have  given  way  to  the  paramount  necessity  of  a  thorough  and  fundamental 
reform  and  purilication  of  the  social  and  political  bo<ly- 

The  voice  of  the  whole  pt!o[>h'  have  demanded  union  and  orianization,  as  the 
only  way  of  making  our  laws  eHective,  and  regaining  the  right  of  free  s])eoeh 
free  vote,  and  ])ublic  safety.  For  years  they  have  j)atiently  waiteil  ami 
an<l  striven  in  a  peaceful  manner  :  and  in  aeconlance  with  tin;  forms  of  law. 
to  refonn  th.'  abuses  which  have  made  our  city  a  by -word.  Fraud  and  violence 
have  foiled  every  effort  ;  and  the  laws  to  which  the  people  U»oked  for  protec- 
tion, were  distorted  and  rendered  effete  in  practice,  .so  as  to  shield  the  vile; 
they  have  been  tised  as  a  powerful  engine  to  fasten  up(Mi  us  tyranny  and 
misrule. 

W'e  looked  to  the  billot  b.»x  as  our  8afe-guard  and  sure  remedy.  Hut  so 
effectually,  and  so  long  was  its  voice  smothered,  the  votes  «leposited  in  it  i»y 
freemen  so  •ntirely  out  numbered  by  ballots  thrust  in  by  fraud  at  midnight, 
or  multiplied  l»y  false  counts  of  judges  and  inspectors  of  election,  that  many 
doubted  whether  the  majority  of  the  people  were  not  utterly  corrupt. 

<  )rganiz<-d  gangs  of  bjid  mm,  of  all  p  ilitical  jiartie.-J.  or  who  assumed  any 
particular  creed  from  u'lercf-uary  an«l  corrupt  motixes,  hav«'  jiarci-lled  out  our 
otiices  aujong  themselves,  or  sold  them  to  tlie  highe.-st  i)iddi'rs  ;  have  ])rf>vided 
themselves  with  convenient  tools  to  (tbey  their  nod,  as  clerks,  in8pectoi*8  antl 
judges  of  election  ;  have  employed  bullies  and  professional  fighters,  to  destroy 
tally  lists  by  force,  and  to  prevent  |)paceable  citizens  from  ascertaining,  in  a 
lawful  manner,  the  true  numi  ei-  of  V(;teH  pollcMl  at  our  elections  ;  and  have 
used  cunningly  contriv<!d  ballot  boxes,  with  faNe  siAcn  and  bottoms,  sf>  pre- 
])aieil  that  l»y  means  of  a  sprini;  or  slide,  spurious  tickcits  (placed  there  pi"e- 
vioiis  to  the  election)  could  be  mingled  \Mth  genuine  votes!  Of  all  this,  wo 
have  the  most  irrefragible  proofs.  Felons  from  other  lands  and  Mt.ites,  and 
unconvicted  criminals,  e(|ually  an  bad,  have  thus  controlle*!  public  fiuidH  and 
property,  and  have    often    amaHsed  sudden   fortunes,  without    having  <lone  an 
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honest  day's  work  with  head  or  hands.  Thus  the  fair  inheritance  of  our  city 
has  been  embezzled  and  squandered  ;  our  streets  and  wharves  are  in  ruins; 
and  the  miserable  entailment  of  an  enormous  debt  will  bequeath  sorrow  and 
pov^erty  to  another  generation. 

The  jury  box  has  been  tampered  with,  and  our  jury  trials  have  been  made  to 
shield  the  hundreds  of  murderers,  whose  red  hands  have  cemented  this  tyranny, 
and  silenced  with  the  bowie-knife  and  the  pistol,  not  only  the  free  voice  of  an 
indignant  press,  but  the  shuddering  rebuke  of  the  outraged  citizen.  To  our 
shame  be  it  said,  that  the  inhabitants  of  distant  lands  already  know  that  cor- 
rupt men  in  office,  as  well  as  gamblers,  shoulder  strikers,  and  other  vile  tools 
of  unscrupulous  leaders,  beat,  maim,  and  shoot  down  with  impunity,  good, 
peaceable,  and  unoffending  citizens.  Such  as  those  earnest  reformers,  who,  at 
the  known  hazard  of  their  lives,  and  with  singleness  of  heart,  have  sought, 
in  a  lawful  manner,  to  thwart  schemes  of  public  plunder,  or  to  awaken  investi- 
gation. 

Embodied  in  the  principles  of  rei^ublican  government  are  the  truths  that 
the  majority  should  rule ;  and  when  corrupt  officials  who  have  fraudently 
seized  the  reins  of  authority,  designedly  thwart  the  execution  of  the  laws  of 
punishment  upon  the  notoriously  guilty  ;  then  the  power  they  usurped  reverts 
back  to  the  people  from  whom  it  was  wrested.  Realizing  these  truths,  and 
confident  tiiat  they  were  carrying  out  the  will  of  the  vast  majority  of  the  citi- 
zens of  this  country,  the  Committee  of  Vigilance,  under  a  solemn  sense  of 
responsibility  that  rested  upon  them,  have  calmly  and  dispassionately  weighed 
the  evidences  before  them,  and  decreed  the  death  of  some,  who,  by  their 
crimes  and  villianies  had  stained  our  fair  lantl. 

With  those  that  were  banished,  this  comparativel}' moderate  punishment  was 
chosen,  not  because  ignominious  death  was  not  deserved,  but  that  the  error,  if 
any,  might  suril}'  be  on  the  side  of  mercy  to  the  criminal.  There  are  others, 
scarcely  less  guilty,  against  whom  the  same  punishment  has  been  decreed,  but 
they  have  been  allowed  further  time  to  arrange  for  their  linal  departure,  and 
with  the  hope  that  permission  to  depart  voluntarily,  might  induce  repentance 
and  repentance  amendment,  thej^  have  been  suffered  to  choose  within  limit  their 
own  time  and  method  of  going.  Tims  far,  and  throughout  their  arduous 
duties  they  have  been,  and  will  be  guided  by  the  most  conscientious  convict- 
ions of  imperative  duty,  and  they  earnestly  hoj^e  that  in  endeavoring  to  mete 
out  merciful  justice  to  the  guilty,  their  counsels  may  be  so  guided,  by  that 
power  before  whose  tribunal  we  all  shall  stand,  that  in  the  vicissitudes  of  after 
life,  amid  the  calm  reflections  of  old  age,  and  in  clear  view  of  dying  conscience, 
there  may  be  found  nothing  we  would  regret  or  wish  to  change.  We  have  no 
friends  to  reward,  no  enemies  to  punish,  no  private  ends  to  accomplish. 

Our  single  heartfelt  aim  is  the  public  good;  the  purging  from  our  commu- 
nity of  those  abandoned  characters  whose  actions  have  been  evil  continually, 
and  have  finally  forced  upon  us  the  efforts  we  are  now  making.  We  have  no 
favoritism  as  a  body,  nor  shall  there  be  evincfd,  in  any  of  our  acts,  either  par- 
tiality for,  or  prejudice  against  any  race,  sect  or  party.  While  thus  far  we 
have  not  discovered  on  the  part  of  our  constituents  aiiy  indication  of  lack  of 
contidence,  and  have  no  reason  to  doubt  that  the  great  majority  of  the  inhabi- 
tants of  the  county  indorse  our  acts,  and  desire  us  to  continue  the  work  of 
weeding  out  the  irreclaima1)le  characters  from  the  community;  we  have,  with 
deep  regret,  seen  that  some  of  the  Sta^e  autliorities  have  felt  it  their  duty  to 
organize  a  force  to  resist  us.  It  is  not  impossible  for  us  to  realize  that  not  only 
those  who  have  sought  place  with  a  view  to  public  plunder,  but  also  those 
gentlemen  who,  accepting  offices  to  which  they  were  honestly  elected,  have 
sworn  to  support  the  laws  of  the  State  of  California,  find  it  difficult  to  recon- 
cile their  supposed  duties  with  acquiescence  in  the  acts  of  the  Committee  of 
Vigilance,  when  they  reflect  that  moi-e  than  three-fourths  of  the  people  of  the 
entire  State  sympathize  with,  and  endorse  our  efforts;  and  as  all  law  emanates 
from  the  people,  so,  also,  when  the  laws   thus  enacted  are  not  executed,  the 
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power  returns  to  the  people,  and  is  theirs  whenever  they  may  choose  to  exer- 
cise it  These  gentlemen  would  not  have  hesitated  to  acknowledge  this  self- 
evident  truth,  liad  the  people  chosen  to  make  their  present  movement  a  com- 
plete revolution,  recalling  all  the  power  they  liad  delegated,  and  re-issuing  it  to 
new  agents  under  new  forms.  Now,  because  the  people  have  not  seen  tit  to 
resume  all  the  powers  they  have  confided  to  executive  or  state  officers,  it  cer- 
tainly does  not  follow  they  cannot,  in  the  exercise  of  their  inherent,  sovereign 
power,  withdraw  from  corrupt  and  unfaithful  ser\  ants  the  authority  they  have 
used  to  thwart  the  ends  of  justice. 

Those  officers  whose  mistaken  sense  of  duty  leads  them  to  array  tJiemselves 
against  the  determined  action  of  the  people,  whose  servants  they  have  become, 
may  be  respected,  while  their  errors  may  be  regretted  ;  but  none  can  envy 
the  future  reflections  of  that  man  who,  whether  in  the  heat  of  malignant  pas- 
sion or  witli  the  vain  hope  of  preserving  l>y  violence  a  position  obtained  through 
fraud  and  bribery,  seeks,  under  the  color  of  law,  to  enlist  the  out  casts  of 
society,  as  a  hireling  soldiery  in  the  service  of  the  .State;  or  urges  criminals, 
by  hopes  of  plunder,  to  continue  at  the  cost  of  civil  war.  the  reign  of  ballot 
box  stufi'ers  and  tamperers  with  the  ji  ry  box. 

The  Committee  of  Vigilance  believe  that  the  people  have  entrusted  to  them 
the  duty  of  gathering  evidence,  and  after  due  trial,  expelling  from  the  com- 
munity those  rufhans  and  assassins  who  have  so  long  outraged  the  peace  and 
good  order  of  society  ;  violated  the  ballot  box,  overridden  law,  and  tliwarted 
justice.  Beyond  the  duties  incident  to  this,  we  <lo  not  desire  to  interfere  with 
the  details  of  goverinnent.  •  We  have  spared  and  shall  spare  no  effort  to  avoid 
bhjodshed  or  civil  war  ;  but  undeterred  by  threats  of  opposing  organization, 
shall  continue,  peaceably  if  we  can,  forcibly  if  we  must,  this  work  of  lefurm, 
to  which  we  have  pledged  our  lives,  or  fortunes  and  our  sacred  honor.  Our 
labors  have  been  arduous,  our  deliberations  have  been  cautious,  our  determi- 
nations firm,  our  counsels  prudent,  our  nmtives  pure  ;  and  while  regretting  the 
imperious  necessity  wiiicli  called  us  into  action,  we  are  anxious  that  this 
necessity  sliould  exist  no  longer  ;  and  when  our  labors  shall  have  been  accom- 
plished, wiieii  tlie  community  siiall  be  freed  from  the  evils  it  has  so  long  en- 
dured, wlien  we  have  insured  to  our  citizens  an  honest  and  vigorous  pro- 
tection of  tlieir  riglits  ;  then  tiie  Committee  of  Vigilance  will  find  great  pleas- 
ure in  resigning  their  power  into  the  hands  of  the  ])eople,  from  whom  it  was 
received. 

Publishctd  ))y  order  of  the  "Committee,  No.  .S3.  Secretary." 

DISBANDMENT    OF    TIIE    NATIONAL    (JLAHD. 

At  a  meeting  of  the  National  Guard,  held  at  their  armory,  on  the 
evening  of  June  lOtli,  the  following  action  was  taken: 

Whereas,  recent  events,  well  known  to  all,  having  placed  this  corps 
in  a  wron<(  position  before  the  })ublic,  therefore,  it  is  hereby 

'■''Re.iolcedy  'J'hat  in  conscM^ueiice  of  onr  arms  liaving  been  taken 
from  us  l)y  tlie  Adjutant-General  of  the  State,  this  corps  do  now  dis- 
band ;  preferring  this  course  to  that  of  becoming  the  slaugliterers  of 
our  fellow-citizens. 

Resolved,  That  this  corps  do  now  re-organize,  under  the  name  of 
rndei)endent  National  Guard,  holding  ourselves  subject  only  to  such 
rules  and  regulations,  in  sustaining  the  cardinal  interests  of  the 
community,  as  our  best  judgments  may  dictate — hereby  repudiate  all 
connection  with  the  present  state  autliorities." 

W.M.    H.    Johns,  Secretary. 

The  same  day  we  have  the  following  communication  from  Alarshal 
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JSorth  to  Mayor  Van  Ness,  and  to  the  Common  Council  of  ban  Fran- 
cisco: 

Gentlemen — I  beg  herewith  to  tender  you,  and  through  you  to  my 
constituents,  my  resignation  of  the  office  of  City  Marshal  of  the  City 
of  San  Francisco,  to  which  I  was  duly  elected  on  the  28th  day  of 
May,  1855.  Hoping  that  this  act  may  tend  to  restore  harmony  in 
the  present  distracted  affairs  of  this  community,  I  remain, 

Kespectfully, 

Hampton  North. 

Marshal  North  probably  preferred  "giving  up  the  ship,"  as  the  idea 
of  resistance  was,  perhaps,  too  equivocal,  if  not  hopeless;  or  he  may 
have  sym[>athized  with  the  reform  movement,  which  we  hope  he  did. 
At  any  rate,  the  two  events  of  the  day  added  strength  to  the  Vigi- 
lantes. 


CHAPTER  VII. 

FORT    VIGILANCE. 

Fort  Vigilance,  the  headquars  of  the  Committee  Rooms,  was  em- 
braced within  the  block  bounded  by  Front,  Davis,  California  and 
Sacramento  streets,  having  an  entrance  from,  and  fronting  on  Sacra- 
mento street.  This  square  was  275  feet  each  way,  and  was  covered 
with  two-story  brick  buildino^s;  being  situated  about  one  block  from 
the  then  water  front.  The  rooms,  proper,  were  on  Sacramento 
street,  and  occupied  about  100  feet  frontage,  in  the  middle  of  the 
block  This  front  was  protected  by  a  sand  bag  breastwork,  which 
was  thrown  up  about  ten  feet  high,  six  feet  thick,  and  was  twenty 
feft  from  the  building.  A  narrow  passageway  through  this  fortifi- 
cation admitted  the  members  to  the  retreat,  from  which  ingress  was 
made  into  the  buildings.  There  were  guards  stationed  at  the  pass- 
way  through  the  breast  work,  and  also  a  double  set  at  the  entrance 
of  the  doors  ;  also,  one  at  the  stairway  leading  to  the  second  floor 
where  the  differents  departments  and  cfils  were  located.  A  small 
street  which  put  into  the  center  of  the  block  from  Davis  street, 
made  a  rear  entrance  to  the  rooms  ;  this  was  also  barricaded  by 
sandbags,  and  closely  guarded  Upon  the  second  floor  the  apartments 
covered  more  space  than  upon  the  first,  as  connections  had  been 
made  witli  several  adjoining  buildings,  by  cutting  doorways,  so  that 
the  Committee  occupied  nearly  or  quite  one  half  the  entire  block  upon 
the  second  floor.  The  ground  floor  was  used  for  field  pieces,  and 
heavy  ammunition,  while  the  small  arms  were  arranged  in  convenient 
racks  above.  The  heads  of  departments,  and  different  inferior  offices 
(the  executive  rooms  and  prisoners  cells)  were  on  the  second  floor. 
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The  ex^^cutive  chamber  was  a  large  spacious  room,  hung  with  all 
the  different  flags  of  the  various  nations,  hut  the  American  flag  pre- 
vailing in  numbers  and  importance.  It  was  here  that  the  terrible 
trials  were  held  and  the  fatal  issues  determined.  Uj)on  the  roof  was 
placed  in  a  conspicuous  position,  an  alarm  bell  of  about  700  pounds 
weight ;  also,  several  cannons.  The  corresponding  block  on  opposite 
side  to  Sacramento  street  was  vacant ;  having  shortly  before  been 
destroyed  by  Are.  The  adjoining  blocks  were  composed  chiefly  of 
solid  brick  and  masonry  work,  and  almost  tire  proof.  About  100 
guards  were  kept  constantly  on  watch,  to  protect  the  rooms  and  pro- 
perty of  the  Committee.  Such  is  a  faint  outline  of  the  Vigilance 
Committee  headquarters;  which  was  the  center  of  more  power,  and 
terror  to  evil-doers  than  all  the  Courts  or  Governors  of  California  ; 
because  it  had  to  aid  its  j)hysical  strength,  the  entire  moral  force  of 
the  State. 


MASS-MliETING     OF     CITIZENS— SPEECHES,     RESOLU- 
TIONS AND  INCIDENTS. 

In  accordance  with  a  published  call  of  the  Committee  appointed  by 
preliminary  meetings,  and  a  general  desire  to  endorse  the  action  and 
policy  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  a  very  large  and  enthusiastic 
meeting  of  citizens  assembled,  June  14,  in  front  of  the  Oriental 
hotel.  1-ong  before  the  hour  of  meeting  appointed,  the  large  space 
in  front  of  the  hotel  was  thronged  with  j)eople.  By  twelve  o'clock 
the  street,  and  every  space  formed  by  the  junction  of  the  three 
8tre<3ts,  and  all  th«?  buildings  in  the  vicinity,  were  literally  thronged 
with  people,  who  had  laid  aside  their  jjleasures  and  l>usiness,  to  come 
out  and  counsel  upon  the  matters  that  agitated  tin;  community.  It 
was  estimatcii  that  tliere  were  tifteen  thousand  people  on  the  ijrounds 
ill  tlie  vicinity.  Promptly  at  twelve  o'clottk  thi^  otlicers  of  the  meet- 
ing, and  the  members  of  the  press  were  admitted  to  the  balcony 
upon  the  second  floor  of  the  hotel;  an<l  H.  M.  Naglee,  Es(j.,  from 
the  nominative  committee,  cam«*  forward,  called  the  meeting  to  order, 
an<l  placed  in  nomination  the  following  j)er.sons  for  permanent  oflicers 
of  the  meeting  ;  which  nominations  wen;  unanimously  contirinrd  : 
Pn'si<l<*nt,  Hon.  P>ailir  Peyton  ;  Vice-Presi(h'nts,  H.  .M .  Nagh-e,  F. 
A.  Woodworth,  Gardner  Elliot,  Dan'l  (iil)b,  Ci.  F.  Shaw, "  H.  M. 
Gray,  Sam'l  J.  llensley,  Gustave  Touchard,  S.  C.  Wass.  E.  Maynard, 
E.  .viclianc  Jr. ,  Gwyn  Pagr,  T.  C  Hambly.  David  Chami)ers.  Abel 
Guy,  John  Sime,  Iv  W.  Cljurch,  W'm.  M('.Micharl  ;  Secretaries,  A. 
G.  Randall,  'I'lirodore  Paynr.  'I'hr  parlors  and  all  the  front  rooms, 
as  wt'll  as  the  adjoining  buildingrt  of  tlie  liotel,  were  crowdetl  with 
ladi<'S  who  h-nt  their  smiles  to  the  occiiHion.  Non«'  setMiu'd  more 
anxious  to  hear,  and  to  forward  the  objects  of  thr  nirrtiug  than 
the  ladies. 
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COL.  BAILIE  Peyton's  speech  on  taking  the  chair. 

"Fellow-Citizens — The  object  of  this  meeting  has  been  announced  by  the 
ohairman  of  the  committee.  On  the  evening  of  the  12th  inst,  a  preleminary 
meeting  was  held  at  the  auction  rooms  of  Wm.  Middleton,  at  which  resolu- 
tions were  adopted  endorsing  the  action,of  the  Vigilance  Comnaittee  and  asking 
the  Governor  to  withdraw  his  proclamation. 

The  object  of  this  meeting  is  to  endorse  those  resolutions,  and  get  an  express- 
ion of  the  public  will  upon  the  matters  now  occupying  public  attention. 
I  am  glad  to  see  that  the  call  has  been  so  promptly  responded  to,  and  the 
meeting  so  largely  attended. 

We  are  here  to  consider  principles  of  the  first  magnitude,  and  which  may 
result  in  thejsheding  of  much  innocent  blood.  One  of  the  objects  of  this 
meeting  is  to  prevent  so  dire  a  calamity,  and  your  action  to-day  may  do  much 
towards  securing  this  result ;  one  which  we  all  desire. 

The  Vigilance  Committee  must  be  sustained,  or  must  be  put  down.  If  they 
are  put  down,  it  must  be  at  the  point  of  the  bayonet.  The  question,  then  is, 
whether  we  appeal  to  the  Governor  to  put  them  down  in  this  way,  or  whether 
we  will  ask  him  to  withdraw  his  opposition  to  this  body  of  our  people. 

The  causes  which  have  brought  this  Committee  into  existence  are  well 
known  and  familiar  to  you  all.  The  little  band  who  oppose  the  Committee, 
claim  that  there  is  no  necessity  for  this  organization,  or  for  a  revolution  of  the 
Government.  I  am  frank  to  say,  that  I  take  issue  with  them  ;  and  I  now 
declare  that  there  was  no  other  remedy  to  redress  our  wrongs,  which  we  had 
sufiered  for  years,  until  the  fountain  of  government  had  become  cornipt,  by 
frauds  and  impositions  practiced  upon  the  ballot  box.  In  this  country,  and 
under  a  government  like  ours;  each  man  is  a  sovereign,  and  the  people  are  the 
sovereigns  of  the  law  ;  each  of  whom  has  equal  right  to  say  who  shall  be  their 
rulers.  I  ask  you  then,  fellow-citizens,  if  we  in  San  Francisco,  have  even  ever 
had  a  government  based  upon  the  free  popular  will  of  the  legal  voters  ? 

(Many  voices — '"No,  no,  no.") 

Those  who  have  made  our  laws,  have  done  so  without  authority  ;  and  those 
who  executed  them  were  unauthorized  by  the  will  of  their  constituents.  They 
have  acted  by  fraudulent  powers  of  attorney, — yea,  they  acted  with  forged 
ones — and  in  this  manner  foisted  themselves  an<l  their  obnoxious  laws  upon  us. 
Every  citizen  has  a  right  to  go  to  the  polls,  aud  there,  by  his  vote,  express  his 
will'f  reely  as  to  who  shall  rule  us.  But  what  chance  has  a  man  in  San  Francisco 
against  this  infernal  patent  box  which  they  have  brought  into  use.  Honest 
people  may  go  and  vote,  but  a  "  Mulligan  "  can  neutralize  all  their  votes  by  a 
single  touch  of  this  complicated  machinery.  You  miuht  as  well  go  into  a 
harvest  field  with  an  old,  common,  rusty,  primitive  reaping  sickel,  against  one 
of  McCormick's  double-horse,  [)atent,  improved  reaping  machines,  and  expect 
to  compete  with  it,  as  to  get  fairness  when  these  fellows  use  these  boxes. 

With  the  partners  of  the  candidates  to  watch  over  and  arrange  the  l)allot 
boxes,  and  a  set  of  bullies  and  ruffians  to  knock  down  honest  people,  what 
chance  liave  you  to  get  anything  like  fairness  ?  As  matters  have  been,  people 
are  afraid  to  go  to  the  polls,  for  their  lives  are  in  danger.  Let  us  look  at  the 
condition  of  affairs  for  a  few  years  past.  Who  controlled  your  elections  ? 
Who  have  tilled  your  offices  ?  And  what  is  the  result  of  all  their  rule  and 
government?  You  now  find  vour  taxes  squandered,  your  credit  ruined,  your 
business  destroyed,  your  streets  delapidated,  aii<l  homes  almost  invaded. 

These  matters  went  on  by  the  forbearance  of  the  people,  until  one  the  worst 
of  the  crew,  the  prince  of  the  balllot  box  stuflers,  struck  down  in  our  midst, 
at  noon  day,  one  of  your  honored  and  distinguished  citizens,  and  a  high-minded 
gentleman,  as  well  as  a  husband  and  father.  We  also  find  his  accomplices  in 
the  vicinity  of  the  scene,  and  ready  to  aid  the  assassination  ;  and  when  the 
people  attempt  to  arrest  them,  they  ply  to  the  jail  foi"  safety  and  an  asylum. 
Every  man  in  this  community  read  his  fate  in  that  of  Mr.  King.  If  he  could 
be  shot  down  with  impunity,  who  among  us  was  safe?     For  this  cause  have  the 
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people  arisen  in  their  combined  strength,  and  demanded  justice,  and  will  have 
it.  They  have  done  well ;  they  have  done  right ;  they  deserve  our  support ; 
they  shall  have  it ;  they  deserve  a  monument  to  their  memories.  [Chorus  and 
loud  applause.]  They  have  accomplished  more  in  a  few  days  towards  correct- 
ing evils,  reforming  abuses,  punishing  crime,  and  improving  our  social  condi- 
tion, than  our  courts  or  the  officers  of  the  law  have  done  in  as  many  years. 

No,  fellow-citizens,  it  seems  to  me  that,  taking  a  proper  view  of  this  im- 
portant subject,  we  cannot  come  to  any  other  conclusion  than  that  the  Com- 
mittee have  not  arisen  without  good  and  sufficient  cause.  All  law  has  been 
set  at  defiance  by  these  men  who  cry  "law  and  order"  now.  They  had  pos- 
session of  the  b(jllot  boxes,  and  were  surrounded  by  a  set  of  fellows  who 
always  swarm  about  the  polls,  and  who  assume  to  make  and  execute  our  laM's. 
What  could  peaceable  citizens  do  ?  They  were  met  at  the  polls  l)y  an  armed 
band  of  ruffians,  and  resistance  to  them  was  dangerous.  The  Committe  have 
arisen  to  put  these  fellows  down,  and  they  will  accomplisli  it  before  they  are 
done  with  the  work.  It  is  an  Herculean  task  ;  but  they  will  accomplish  it. 
They  are  determined  to  cleanse  out  the  Augean  stable  ;  They  will  turn  the 
river  of  honest  sentiment  through  the  stable,  and  sweep  out  the  whole  craft  of 
them.  They  have  determined  to  drive  them  from  our  midst,  and  they  will  do 
it.  They  have  the  prayers  of  the  churches  on  their  side,  and  the  smiles  of  the 
ladies — (jrod  bless  them  I  (cheers  and  applause).  The  ladies  are  always  right, 
and  their  endorsement  of  any  cause  would  insure  success  ;  and  it  is  enough  for 
me  to  know  that  the  ladies  are  with  the  •'^mmittee. 

Fellow-citizens,  if  you  are  the  right  bowers  of  the  Committee,  and  1  doubt 
not  you  are,  from  your  hearty  endorsement  of  its  action,  I  know  of  nothing 
that  could  overcome  them  unless  it  came  from  abroad  (cheers).  The  Vigi- 
lance Committee  had  but  little  trouble  in  storming  the  jail  and  hanging  two 
fellows,  and  this  is  only  the  begiiming  of  the  great  work  before  them.  I 
would  compare  the  work  to  Hercules,  the  hero  of  an  old  story.  Hercules  while 
a  child  in  his  cradle  .strangled  two  snakes.  The  Vigilance  Committee  in  its 
infancy  have  strangled  two  monstrous  felons,  who  richly  deserved  their  fate. 

This  was  the  commencement  of  their  work.  Our  hero  next  captured  a 
peculiar  sort  of  a  bird,  with  claws  and  beak  of  iron  and  brass.  This  was  the 
most  difficult  task  ever  assigned  iiim,  but  he  accomplished  it.  The  Committee 
have  caught  some  Ijirds  of  the  same  <lescription;  they  have  the  brass  ImHs  and 
claws  ;  they  are  known  and  marked.  Tiiey  have  the  crows  and  other  unclean 
birds.  The  chief  of  the  vultures  -the  notorious  Ned  McGowan — it  has  been 
difficult  to  find.  He  may  now  be  in  some  cave  in  our  midst.  Probably  he  is 
in  some  daik  cellar  at  the  base  of  Telegraph  Hill,  or  other  invisible  place,  but 
he  may  yet  cf)me  to  light.  Now  I  think  you  are  going  to  support  the  Commit- 
tee, if  not  you  would  not  be  here.  If  such  is  your  intention,  let  it  be  done  by 
great  numliers.  Let  us  show  to  the  (lovernoi-  that  if  he  fights  the  Committee 
he  will  have  to  walk  over  more  dead  l>o<lies  than  can  be  disposed  of  in  the 
Cemetery. 

I  know  the  (Governor  very  well.  He  is  amiable  and  kind-hearted;  and  dis- 
posed to  do  right,  but  he  has  urJortunately  listened  to  bad  advice.  If  he  had 
bt!en  left  to  himself,  we  shouUl  not  have  had  his  proclamation  :  and  were  he 
now  to  consult  his  own  foeling.s,  he  would  withdraw  tiie  proclamation.  Let  us 
show  th<!  Governor  then  (I  wish  he  were  here)  what  a  demonstration  is  here 
made  for  the  Committee.  This  sight  before  me  is  one  of  tlie  things  that  a 
blind  man  can  see.  Why  has  not  our  own  Governor  done  as  others  before  him 
have  done?  Why  has  ho  not  first  applied  to  the  President  of  the  Unite<l 
States,  and  laid  tin;  ca-se  >)efore  him  previous  to  calling  out  tht^  army? 
.Many  instanc(5s  are  on  record  of  Himilar  kind,  whcie  such  a  cours(^  was  pursuetl; 
and  I  would  lik«;  to  have  him  apply  to  l''raiik  Pierce,  and  let  him  send  an  army 
to  our  relief.  1  woJild  then  want  him  to  nend  them  over  the  plains,  and  have 
them  make  a  wagon-road  as  they  camt;  over.  It  is  clearly  his  duty  to  apply  to 
the  Chief  Kxooutive  in  an  emergency  like  that  which  now  exists,  if  a  resort  to 
armH  is  determined  upon.  6 
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Now,  fellow-citizens,  I  will  not  detain  you  with  further  remarks.  It  is  un- 
necessary to  talk  to  you,  for  I  see  you  are  unanimous  in  your  approval  of  the 
Committee.  Let  us  endorse  all  that  they  have  done,  and  support  them  in  the 
work  before  them.     Let  us  be   ready  to   fight  for  them  if  necessary. 

At  the  conclusion  of  the  Colonel's  speech,  cheer  after  cheer  rent  the 
air  and  the  able  speaker  retired  amid  storms  of  applause,  which 
arose  from  a  delighted  and  determined  audience. 

Capfc.  A.  F.  Woodworth,  one  of  the  vice-presidents,  then  came 
forward  and  read  the  resolutions  which  were  presented  to  the  pre- 
liminary meetings.     They  were  as  follows  : 

Whereas,  the  events  of  the  past  few  weeks  have  been  of  such  a  character 
as  to  agitate,  in  an  unusual  manner,  our  whole  population,  and  to  have  pro- 
duced an  organization  of  a  very  large  body  of  our  most  valued  citizens,  for  the 
purpose  of  expelling  from  this  community  peaceably  if  possible,  but,  if  neces- 
sary forcibly,  a  band  of  men,  known  as  habitual  violators  of  the  public  peace, 
who  set  the  laws  openly  at  defiance,  who  plunder  the  public  purse  with  im- 
punity, who  violate  the  sanctity  of  the  ballot  box  by  fraudulent  contrivances, 
who  destroy  the  purity  of  our  elections,  corrupt  the  candidates  for  office,  and 
notoriously  sell  official  stations  to  the  highest  bidder ;  and  go  openly  and 
avowedly  armed  in  the  most  public  thorough-fares,  and  ruthlessly  shoot  down 
those  who  oppose  or  expose  them-  -many  of  which  evils  and  abuses  are  of  such 
a  character  that  the  laws,  as  they  at  present  exist,  have  failed  to  provide  any 
adequate  remedy. 

And  whereas,  a  large  portion  of  our  citizens  have  not  heretofore  seen  proper 
to  identify  themselves  with  these  movements,  but  now  deem  it  their  duty, 
calmly  and  decidedly,  to  impress  their  opinion  upon  the  subject  of  these  evils 
and  remedy  ;  therefore 

Resolved^  That  we  do  not  regard  the  present  attitude  of  the  citizens'  organi- 
zation as  threatening  to  the  public  safety  and  tranquility,  and  we  believe  that 
from  them  no  infraction  of  the  public  peace  and  order  is  to  be  apprehended; 

Resolvedy  That  we,  as  citizens,  retain  our  entire  confidence  in  the  constitu- 
tion and  laws  of  this  State,  and  the  constitution  and  laws  of  the  United  States, 
and  in  their  efficacy  for  the  maintenance  of  public  tranquility,  and  the  general 
prosperity  ;  and  that  we  solemnly  deprecate  all  agitation  of  the  subject  of 
constitutional  reform  at  this  crisis,  inasmuch  as  a  calm  and  peaceful  state  of 
society  and  mature  reflections  are  absolutely  required,  when  the  fundamental 
law  of  the  land  is  to  be  discussed  or  amended; 

Resolved,  That  we  believe  his  Excellency,  the  Governor,  has  been  misin- 
formed in  relation  to  the  necessity  which  forced  upon  the  citizens  of  San 
Francisco  their  extra  judicial  organization,  and  that  he  be  respectfully  requested 
to  withdraw  his  proclamation  of  June  3d. 

Resolved,  That  the  official  corruptions,  so  commonly  charged  in  this  commu- 
nity, ought  not  to  be  construed  as  to  embrace  all  the  judicial  officers  of  this 
county,  a  majority  of  whom  are  beyond  reproach. 

Resolved,  That  we  recommend  all  of  our  citizens,  and  especially  those  who 
control  the  press,  to  avoid  exciting  discussions  and  irritating  appeals  to  the 
communit}'',  and  urge  the  exercise  of  that  cool  discretion  which  the  occasion 
requires; 

Resolved,  That  we  have  the  fullest  confidence  in  the  people,  and  the  people's 
organization  known  as  the  Committee  of  Vigilance  of  San  Francisco,  and  in 
their  ability  and  determination  to  maintain  the  common  safety  ;  and  that  we 
see  no  cause  to  doubt  that  their  exercise  of  the  power  necessary  for  the  pur- 
pose, will  be  judiciously  controlled  and  directed; 

Resolved,  That  there  is  no  longer  any  reason  for  alarm  ;  that  any  govern- 
mental interference,  or  action  which  would  tend  to  produce  a  collision,  is  now 
unnecessary,  and  would  be  absolute  madness  ;  and  in  a  short  time  we  hope  to 
be  ^ble   to  congratulate   ourselves  and  our  absent  friends  that  these  evils 
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(of  which  all  complain)  being  ended,  we  shall  be  as  proud  to  boast  of  our 
social  and  moral  conditiua  as  we  are  of  our  genial  cliniute  and  productive  soil; 

Resolved,  That  if  we  should  be  disappointed  in  our  hopes  of  the  peaceful  and 
early  termination  of  the  present  difficulties,,  then  we  stand  ready  to  organize 
and  maintain  the  right. 

The  reading  of  the  resolutions  was  frequently  interrupted  by  the  mee- 
ting, who  evinced  its  approi>ati(»n  of  the  Bentiments  by  long  and  continued 
applause.  The  question  being  put  upon  their  adoption,  the  welkin  was 
made  to  ring  with  the  hearty  response  in  the  attirmative  ;  and  when  the 
negative  was  put,  two  distinct  noes  were  given.  C'ol.  Peyton  replied  that 
Mulligan  liad  two  friends  present.  Capt.  W'oodworth  continued  and  said 
tliat  he  had  another  resolution  whicii  he  desired  to  olier.  He  did  not 
anticipate  any  collision  between  the  autiiorities  and  the  Committee,  biit  it 
was  good  policy  in  time  of  peace  to  prepare  for  war,  and  as  the  Committee 
might  want  assistance,  and  perhaps  pecuniary  aid  he  would  submit  the  fol- 
lowing. 

litsolved,  Tiiat  the  president  and  officers  of  this  meeting  be  constituted  a 
standing  committee  of  the  people,  whose  duty  shall  be, 

1st.  To  devise  and  arrange  a  plan  of  organization  of  those  who  sympathize 
with  the  "Committee  of  Vigilance,"  and  when  in  the  judgment  of  said  stand- 
ing committee  the  emergency  of  the  case  demands  it,  to  perfect  such  plan,  by 
calling  together  our  fellow-citizens,  enrolling  their  names,  and  adopting  such 
otiier  measures  as  they  may  deem  necessary  to  render  such  organization  the 
most  efficient  for  tiie  protection  of  public  and  private  property,  and  the  main- 
tenance of  the  rights  of  the  people,  in  the  event  of  a  collision,  between  the 
authorities  and  the  Committee  of  Vigilance. 

•2d,  To  call  upon  our  fellow-citizens  for  contributions  to  a  "  Safety  Fund;" 
which  fund  shall  be  held  by  such  standing  Committee,  subject  to  the  orders  of 
the  Chairman  of  the  Executive  Committee  Vigilance,  and  should  any  portion 
of  said  fund  remain,  undisturbed  at  the  disbanding  of  said  (-'oinmittee  of 
Vigilance,  to  diride  such  surplus,  e(|ually,  between  the  Orphan  Asylums  of 
tliis  city. 

Thi3  reolution  was  unanimously  ado{)ted,  and  leceived  witli 
animated  applause. 

The  j)resident  introduced  as  the  next  speaker,  the  Hon.  Win.  Duer, 
who  came  forward,  and  after  the  cheering  subsided  with  wliich  lie 
was  r»^ceived,  he  spoke  as  follows  : 

Fellow-citizens— I  have  been  honored  by  this  invitation  to  address  my  fellow- 
citizens  for  a  tew  moments  on  the  important  matter  in  which  all  arc  interested. 
I  do  not  appear  here,  nor  have  I  taken  any  active  {)art  in  present  alfairs,  for 
the  purpose  of  seeking  notoriety.  I  feel  it  my  duty  as  a  citizen  caring  for  the 
wt-lfare  of  the  city,  as  a  lover  of  purity  in  every  department  of  goverment  and 
society,  to  step  boldly  forward  and  endorse  those  who  have  attempte<l  a  glor- 
ious work  of  reform.  There  are  times  when  the  voices  of  all  should  be  heard 
on  great  questions  that  concern  every  m'jml)er  of  the  community,  it  now  be 
comes  these  people  to  say  whether  they  will  sustain  the  evils  whicii  e.xist,  or 
rally  around  th<!  orjjanization  which  has  a.ssunu-d  the  rcspcjnsibility  of  ridding 
us  of  the  worst  crimes  that  evjr  corrupted  a  civilizeil  city.  If  any  man 
wishes  to  know  my  opinion  I  will  tell  him  fearlessly  that  I  am  with  tlie  Vigi- 
lance Committee.  (Api)lau8e.)  I  recognize  in  them  pure;  I  see  in  their  course 
di^'iiity  ami  integrity,  tirmness  and  <juietncss. 

If  they  have  <lone  anything  that  Lon«!st  and  virtuous  citizens  may  not  ap- 
prove, 1  have  not  seen  it;  .md  if  any  opi)osing  ftjrce,  ^)y  wh(»msoever  it  may  bo 
commanded,  is  sent  to  threaten  an  attack,  though  i  am  not  a  young  man  full  of 
activity,  yet  I  am  reatly  to  as.sist  the  Cnminittee  with  all  the  stieiigtli  1  pos- 
sess.  (Applause. )  The  opjKjnents  of  the  committei;  have  but  one  cry,  and  uue 
argument,  and   that  is,  law  and  order,  (laughter)    So  am  I  in  favor  of  law  and 


[68] 

order,  but  not  that  kind  which  has  long  prevailed  in  San  Francisco.  (Great  ap- 
plause.) It  is  the  duty  of  all  to  be  in  favor  of  the  laws  and  the  public  peace, 
but  it  is  not  our  duty  to  submit  to  the  plundering,  murderous  rule  of  men  who 
neither  respect  the  rights  of  others,  nov  the  requirements  of  the  laws  made  for 
the  general  protection.  We  owe  to  the  constitution  reverence  and  obedience, 
and  as  we  have  surrendered  certain  natural  rights  in  order  to  be  governed,  we 
owe  to  laws  a  full  acknowledgment  of  their  necessity.  But  the  right  to  revo- 
lutionize is  reserved  to  us.  We  have  no  right  to  rise  up  and  overthrow  the  gov- 
ernment, yet  we  can  claim,  in  the  most  positive  terms,  the  privilege  of  so  regu- 
ating  our  local  affairs  that  our  lives  and  property  will  be  made  safe  through 
the  correct  administration  of  law  under  the  constitution.  (Sensation) 

In  England  it  has  been  a  custom  of  judges  to  wear  wigs.  This  peculiarity 
everyone  sees  and  knows  as  belonging  to  the  courts;  yet  take  the  wigs  off  and 
good  judges  are  left ;  but  take  away  the  judges  and  nothing  is  left  but  the 
wigs.  [LaugliterJ.  Now  we  have  the  ballot-box,  constitutional  laws,  and 
public  offices  ;  still  they  are  of  no  proper  use  to  us  ;  their  purity  and  genuine- 
ness have  been  taken  away,  and  nothing  is  left  but  the  wig.  [Great  laughter 
and  applausej.  We  have  nothing  to  lean  upon  for  protection.  The  unoffend- 
ing and  respected  citizen  may  be  insulted,  beaten,  murdered  on  the  street,  in 
daylight,  in  the  presence  of  the  passers-by,  but  the  desperado  laughs  at  the 
law,  and  defies  any  attempt  at  punishment.  There  is  never  a  certainty  that 
the  offender  of  any  grade  will  be  punished  according  to  his  offenses.  Not  one 
in  five  huuflred  is  subjected  to  the  penalties  of  violated  law  ;  but  the  whole 
desperate,  infamous  horde  are  permitted  to  assassinate  and  control  the  better 
classes.  Why  I  the  condemned  practice  of  duelling  is  a  christian  and  civilized 
institution,  beside  the  daily  crimes  in  our  streets.  The  conduct  of  those 
engaged  in  trampling  down  law  and  order  has  created  in  our  midst  worse  than 
barbarism,  and,  for  us  to  longer  submit  would  be  an  insult  to  the  civilized 
world  a  disgrace  to  the  city  and  state,  and  to  ourselves.  [Immense  sensation]. 
Look  at  the  number  of  murders  committed  in  California  during  the  past  year. 
There  were  probably  more  than  five  luindred  ;  and  I  undertake  to  say,  that 
not  more  than  rive  of  the  perpetrators  have  been  punished  according  to  the 
foi  ms  of  law.  This  terrible  condition  of  things  is  not  confined  merely  to  this 
and  other  cities,  but  it  extends  throughout  the  State;  and  in  the  interior  there 
has  been  no  abatement,  save  through  the  measures  adopted  by  the  people. 
For  years  the  inhabitants  have  suffered  from  the  depredations  of  a  crowd  of 
cattle-steeiers;  and  when  it  was  known,  by  the  best  of  proof,  that  there  was 
no  lemedy  at  law.  the  people  have  taken  upon  themselves  the  infliction  of 
punishment,  and  from  this  mode  more  security  has  been  established.  This  is 
the  only  way  left  to  free  the  country  from  thieves,  outcasts  and  murderers. 
We  have  seen  full  well  that  we  also  must  rely  on  that  course,  or  sink  stiil 
lower  into  the  great  wave  of  vice  that  has  undermined  all  our  iDcst  interests. 
This  is  the  purpose  of  the  Vigilance  Committee,  and  it  is  our  duty  to  see  that 
they  are  sustained,  and  we  will  do  it!     [Cheers]. 

Yet,  the  law  and  order  party,  some  of  whom  doubtless  are  worthy  meii,  in- 
sist that  our  remedy  is  in  the  ballot  boxes.  In  the  ballot  box  in  the  hands  of 
Liverpool  Jack  and  Billy  Mulligan.  (Loud  shouting  and  laughter)  These 
fellows  and  their  clan  are  the  guardians  of  the  ballot  box.  (Lauuhter. )  We  are 
cautioned  against  revolution  and  anarch}',  and  pointed  to  the  ballot  box  for  the 
maintenance  of  the  constitution  and  the  laws.  We  must  not  revolutionize, 
because  the  ballot  box  is  a  thing  of  all  healing  ])Ower.  I  have  witnessed  revo- 
lutionary proceedings  in  the  South  American  States,  but  until  I  saw  them  I 
cound  not  tell  why  there  were  so  many  revolutions  in  the  countries.  I  find 
that  it  is  owing  to  the  special  guardianship  of  the  ballot  box.  (Laughter.)  There 
it  is  surrounded  by  armed  soldiers,  and  if  the  voter  murmurs  as  every  repub- 
lican should,  he  is  arrested  for  attempting  to  overthrow  the  government.  (Ke- 
newed  applause  and  laughter.) 

It  is  said  there  are  no  proofs  of  this  ballot  box  stuffing  despotism  of  which 
we  complain,  and  which  the  Vigilance  Committee  intend  to  destroy.     How 
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men  can  pretend  to  support  a  cause  by  such  palpable  error,  I  am  unable  to  ex- 
plain. In  the  addition  to  the  results,  of  what  we  all  know  was  a  regular  sys- 
tem of  ballot  box  stuffing  in  this  city,  I  will  add  the  outrages  of  San  Mateo.  1 
was  called  as  counsel  in  the  investigation  of  the  election  returns  of  that 
county,  when  the  attempt  was  made  to  contest  the  right  of  those  purported 
to  be  elected  to  occui)y  the  offices.  The  evidence  adduced  .sliowed  the  vilest 
knavery  ever  perpetrated,  in  three  precincts,  called  "Chris.  Lilly'.s."r 

At  Belmont  and  (.'rystal  Springs,  there  were  but  three  hundred  legal  voters; 
l>ut  "Liverpool  Jack  "  James  Hennessy  and  their  abettors  returned  fifteen 
hundred.  At  Crystal  Springs,  the  honest  people  found  on  the  niornint:  of  the 
election,  five  men  whom  they  have  never  before  seen,  and  who  had  much  to 
say  about  the  election,  and  seemed  to  l)e  very  anxious  that  the  ballot  box 
should  he  protected.  (Laughter.)  So  much  so,  that  they  returned^five  hundred 
votes  as  having  been  polled,  when  there  were  only  about  tiiirty  legal  voters  in 
the  precinct     (Much  sensation.) 

When  I  saw  these  alarming  and  monstrous  frauds,  I  was  astounded  ;  and 
asked  the  hard-working  and  peaceable  farmers  why  they  allowed  such  villainy 
in  their  neighborhoods.  Said  they  :  "  We  can't  help  ourselves  ;  if  we  try  to 
iiinder  your  San  Francisco  rogues  from  doing  as  they  like,  they  will  shoot  onr 
cattle,  burn  our  houses,  and  it  may  be,  murder  us."  Here  we  Jiave  a  comolete 
illustration  of  tlie  extent  of  ballot-box  stutling  [)Ower;  and  it  is  that  which  mh 
have  now  undertaken  to  crush,  through  the  ettbrts  of  the  Vigilance  Committee. 
[Creat  applause).  It  is  this  nohle  work  which  the  (iovernor  and^hi.s  "Law 
and  Order"  party  wish  immediately  suspended.  This  is  the  insurrection  which 
if>  to  overthrow  the  government,  and  separate  California  from  the  Union.  It 
will  be  in  vain  tliat  that  species  of  argument  is  brought  to  bear  upon  the  or- 
ganization of  the  people  ;  it  will  inciease  and  spread,  in  spite  of  (pposition, 
interposed  l»y  governors,  generals  and  ballot-box  stutters.      [Cheers]. 

An  old  lady,  named  Mrs.  Partington,  once  tried  to  prevent  tlie  Atlantic 
from  flowing  into  her  cal)in.  It  was  to  no  purpose  that  she  plied  her  mop  ;  it 
would  flo  no  good  ;  the  tide  went  to  its  height,  and  subsided  when  it  had  com- 
pleted its  flow.  Thus  it  is  with  the  reform  movement,  and  the  "law  and  order* 
opposition,  'i'lie  ( iovernor  is  (juite  an  amiable  gentlemen,  but  he  lias  not  a 
very  stron ,'  mind.  |  Laughter).  He  is  under  the  influence  of  nun  stronger 
minded,  and  worse  in  principle;  yet  their  combination  todialiand  thf  Vigilance 
< 'omtnittee  will  prove  no  more  powerful  than  the  old  woman  and  her  mop. 
Let  them  shout  and  parade  if  they  wish  ;  they  will  at  length  sink  into  tlu^ 
ocean  of  public  contempt.  fApplauHej  Law  and  Order!  What  has  law 
and  order"  been  in  San  Francisco?  Were  I  an  aitist.  ami  should  design  a  pic- 
ture representing  the  great  emlxxliment  of  "law  and  order"  in  San  Francisco. 
I  woulfl  draw,  in  hideous  tints,  a  dark,  dismal  cellar,  an<l  there  around  a 
gambling  tabh;,  place  ('asey,  .Mulligan,  Liverprx)!  .lack,  "Ju«lg«;"  .Mcliowan. 
and  oth«!rs  of  their  kind,  e-ngai^ed  in  inventing  a  new  ballot-box,  by  which 
they  intend  to  cheat  all  honest  men  of  their  voice  at  the  elections.  [Sensation 
and  applause).  In  the  back  ground  I  would  arrange,  behin<l  masks,  others 
I'-nding  approval  to  the  damnable  scene  before  them,  and  ready  to  purcli.isr 
the  benelit  of  the  foul  inv(;ntion.  This  would  1m'  a  tine  representation  of 
"law  and  order"  in  San  Francisco.      (Kxcitement  and  liu/zaM). 

TIk!  Vigilance  ( 'onimittee  have  dealt  justly  toward  sonur  of  this  grosx  and 
intoh-rable  tribe,  and  I  hope  they  will  yet  rer-iove  the  masks  from  tlio.so  in  the 
back  ground.      (( 'ries  of  g(M»d,  that's  what  we  want). 

The  charge  constantly  made  that  the  real  object  of  the  Committee  is  to  Hub- 
vert  the  constitution  and  depoHe  the  Kxecutive.  NVe  are  all  loyal  to  the  con- 
stitution, an<l  (leHire  it  to  remain  nn<liHturbcd  and  untarnishejl,  and  we  desire 
that  the  government  Hhall  retn.iin  as  tlu^  peoj)le  establiHhed  it  ;  but  ItecauNe  we 
are  trying  to  r«'gulate  onr  local  allairs,  we  object  to  interfereme  on  the  part  of 
the  Kxecutive,  nor  can  we  agree  to  asHist  in  maintaining  his  curious  (lau  and 
order),  by  taking  up  arniB  to  Hpill  the  blood  of  our  fellow-citi/eUK  who  are  en- 
gaged in  the  cause   of    virtue.    (Hearty   applause).      Because   my  country  ia  in- 
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vaded  by  a  foreign  foe,  am  I  to  join  in  plundering  the  houses  of  my  country- 
men, and  in  scattering  desolation  through  the  land  ?  And  in  this  unholy  cru- 
sade against  the  best  portion  of  the  community;  these  shall  not  tind  in  us  any 
help,  though  there  come  five  hundred  Governors  and  five  hundred  Major-Gen- 
erals.  (cheers).  The  political  atmosphere  is  becoming  purer  already,  through 
the  friends  of  honor,  truth  and  right.  The  storm  will  soon  pass,  and  you  may 
return  to  your  homes  with  the  full  knowledge  of  greater  safety  than  you  have 
ever  enjoyed  in  the  splendid  city  of  the  Pacific.  May  you  be  blessed  in  your 
avocations;  but  as  old  Ethon  Allen  said,  when  commencing  the  surrender  of  the 
Ticonderoga,  "in  the  name  of  God  and  the  continental  Congress."  You  say 
to  the  ballot  box  stufiers,  shoulder  strikers,  murderers,  corrupt  office  holders, 
strumpets,  and  all  evil  characters,  "you  must  surrender  in  the  name  of  God 
and  the  Vigilance  Committee."'  (Tremendous  cheers). 

Speech  of  G.  W.  Baker,  Esq.     By  the  programme  of  the  Committee,  Judge 
Baker  was  next  introduced  to  the  meeting,  and  spoke  as  follows: 

Fellow-Citizens —  I  see  before  me  the  vast  public  mind  of  the  city  (-f  San 
Francisco.  I  see  by  this  that  the  crisis  has  already  jjassed,  I  see  that  the 
peo])le  have  confidence  in  Providence  and  the  Vigilance  Committee.  It  is  a 
fearful  thing  to  see  so  many  of  our  fellow-citizens  banded  together,  and 
against  the  laws  of  the  country  ;  but  it  is  more  fearful  to  see  another  body  of 
men  ^•rming  to  war  against  the  good  citizens  of  a  state,  and  that,  too,  by  the 
authority  of  a  commonwealth.  I  am  not  addressing  myself  to  the  Vigilance 
Committee,  but  to  the  great  mind  of  San  Francisco.  The  issue  has  been  made 
on  this  question  ;  the  lines  are  drawn,  and  now  which  side  will  3'ou  choose  ? 
Let  us  consider  tlie  merits  of  each  party.  What  has  brought  the  Committee 
into  existence?  It  is  not  the  shooting  down  of  one  citizen.  But  this  act  was 
the  signal  for  this  great  rally,  which  promises  to  redress  the  wrongs  of  j'sars. 
For  six  long  years  have  the  people  of  this  city  been  ground  down  by  the  heel 
of  oppression;  and  the  assassination  of  Mr.  King  brought  matters  to  a  crisis, 
and  they  determined  to  desist  no  longer.  We  must  judge  the  Committee  by 
what  they  have  done.  They  have  nut  dethroned  law;  they  have  not  rendered 
life  less  secure;  they  have  not  jeopardized  the  rights  of  citizeT-s  in  their 
property.  It  is  true  they  have  gone  contrary  to  the  constituted  authorities, 
but  they  have  done  injustice  to  none.  I  undertake  to  say  that  people  never 
felt  so  secure  in  life  and  property  as  they  do  at  this  present  moment. 

How  is  it  with  the  "law  and  order"  party?  Of  what  is  that  composed?  For 
the  most  part,  of  intriguing  politicians,  bar-room  wire  pullei's,  grog  shops 
loafers;  men  without  character  or  reputation;  and  men  who  do  not  respect  or 
observe  the  laws.  If  they  had  the  numerical  force  and  power  to-day,  they 
would  inaugurate  the  same  state  01  things  that  has  afflicted  us  for  the  past  five 
years.  You  have  got  to  endorse  one  party  or  the  other.  There  is  no  neutral 
or  middle  ground.  I  think,  therefore,  that  every  good  citizen  feels  ready  and 
willing  to  endorse  the  Vigilance  Committee.  The  evils  that  have  brought 
this  state  of  things  upon  us  originated  in  the  organization  of  the  political 
parties.  All  parties  are  upon  the  same  footing  in  this  respect.  The  whole 
machinery  is  worked  by  a  few  hired  bullies  and  ruffians.  The  primary  elections 
are  controlled  by  these  fellows,  and  they  make  the  nominations  which  you  are 
to  support,  and  thus  you  are  forced  to  submit  to  their  dictations.  You  go  to 
the  polls  without  thought  or  redection,  and  cast  the  ticket  prepared  for  you, 
ajui  help  to  carry  out  their  will.  I  call  upon  you  then,  to  turn  your  attention 
tu  the  professional  politicians  and  street  loafers,  who  do  nothing  from  year  to 
year  but  connive  at  elections,  and  practice  fraud  upon  the  ballot-box.  I  do 
not  refer  to,  or  speak  of,  any  particular  man  or  party,  but  I  speak  of  one  of 
the  greatest  evils  that  exist  among  us. 

Look  at  your  rulers  since  1849.  All  of  these  fellows  have  had  offices,  or 
shared  in  them.  And  their  influence  is  not  confined  to  this  city  ;  it  extends 
all  over  the  state  like  a  net  work.  By  their  system  of  fraud  and  plunder  they 
have  controlled  all  the  offices  of  any  importance  in  the  city  and    state.     With 
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five  hundred  such  men  banded  together  for  such  a  purpose,    what  may  they 
not  do? 

It  is  impossible  to  stop  them  by  the  regular  process  of  law.  It  is  idle  to 
talk  about  it.  They  have  the  law  in  their  own  power,  and  redress  or  change 
is  perfectly  impossible.  There  is  no  way  to  correct  this  evil,  but  the  one 
adopted  by  the  Committee  The  people  must  rise  in  their  majesty  and  strength 
and  drive  these  pipe  laying  loafers  out  of  the  country.  If  you  want  good  laws, 
if  you  want  good  officers,  you  must  turn  your  attention  to  the  trafficing  poli- 
tician. Look  at  your  Custom  House,  and  other  Federal  offices.  They  are 
filled  with  these  fallows,  who  are  now  enjoying  the  profits  of  the  subordinate 
positions,  and  they  are  retainefl  in  conscKpiejice  of  tlieir  strength  and  influence 
at  the  polls.  These  games  have  to  be  played,  and  unless  these  men  are  taken 
of  by  the  officers,  they  will  overthrow  the  party  and  elect  others.  This  is  the 
reason  that  no  good,  respectable  man  can  get  a  subordinate  position  in  these 
offices.  They  have  only  one  vote  each,  and  have  not  the  hardihood  and  dis- 
position to  cast  more.  Here  is  the  great  evil.  Th3se  vile  birds  are  postered 
into  office,  and  are  thus  enal>led  to  live  from  one  election  to  another.  I  have 
thrown  out  these  suggestions  for  your  considerations,  and  I  hope  to  God  the 
time  has  come  when  these  vile  ruffians  will  be  driven  from  us.   (Cheers). 

THE  PATENT   BALLOT-BOX. 

At  the  conclusion  of  Judge  Baker's  speech,  Col.  Peyton,  the 
President,  held  up  before  the  ordience  the  celebrated  double  back 
action  patent  ballot-box,  recently  recovered  by  the  Comiiiittee,  and 
was  received  with  deafeninjij  cheers.  After  the  enthusiastic  and 
prolonged  cluicrinf^  had  subsided,  the  Colonel  said  :  Here  is  tiie 
orator  of  the  occasion.      (Cheers). 

I  beg  to  introduce  to  you  a  harp  of  a  thousand  strings.  (Tre- 
mendous cheering).  I  am  sorry  that  I  canu'^t  present  to  you  tiie 
harpist — Ned  McGowan.  (Ivoud  apj)lause).  This  is  the  old  wooden 
liorse.  (Cheers).  It  has  many  curious  and  ingenious  contrivunces, 
and  works  by  various  springs  and  catches.  There  are  some  gentle- 
men here  who  und(;rstand  how  to  work  it;    I  don't.     (Apj)lause). 

They  know  its  .secret  operations  and  slides.  I  want  you  all  to 
understan<l  it.  (Some  persons  here  showed  the  mysteries  of  the  box 
by  di-awing  the  slides  and  exhibiting  the  tickets).  This  is  a  power 
ful  machine.  It  will  elevate  the  meanest  vagal)ond  in  the  country  to 
the  liigljest  ofhce  in  th(5  State.  ((.*ri<'R  of  good!  good!)  It  ouj^ht  to 
be  sent  to  Washington  and  deposited  in  tlie  archives  of  tin;  Union. 
(Cheers).  Centlemen,  y<ni  have  now  seen  the  great  curiosity ;  anrl 
as  otlier  spf^akers  have  not  arrived,  it  is  moved  that  wu  adjourn. 

A  f(!w  other  short  addresses  wen»  made,  and  resolutions  adopted 
in  syjiipathy  with  the  Vigilance  movement  ;  after  whirb  the  meeting 
adjourned. 


CHAPTER  VIII. 

From  the  San  Francisco  Alta  of  June  22nd:  "Great  excitement 
was  created  in  the  city  yesterday  by  an  attempt  to  assassinate  Ster- 
ling A.  Hopkins,  a  member  of  the  Vigihxnce  Committee,  by  D.  S. 
Terry,  one  of  the  Judges  of  the  Supreme  Court."  Such  is  the  head- 
ing of  the  Alta,  but  with  proper  regard  for  equity,  fearing  we  might 
do  another  injustice,  we  cannot  accuse  Terry  of  attempted  assassin- 
ation. Reasons  being  that  statements  were  contradictory  by  those 
who  gave  evidence  of  the  affair.  The  Alta  gave  the  particulars  as 
related  by  an  "eye  witness,"  but  fails  to  state  who  the  eye  witness 
was,  who  thus  placed  all  the  blame  upon  Terry.  Two  other  parties 
namely,  Franklin  L.  Jones  and  Wm.  H.  Barger,  both  on  their 
sworn  testimony,  gave  similar  accounts,  and  very  different  from  the 
"eye  wicness."  After  a  careful  examination  of  all  the  evidence  we 
will  proceed  to  give  the  following  description  of  the  affair:  It  appears 
that  Sterling  A.  Hopkins  and  four  other  members  of  the  Vigilance 
Committee  w^ere  executing  an  arrest  upon  Rube  Maloney,  known  to 
be  a  political  trickster ;  that  at  the  time  Maloney  was  in  company 
with  Judge  Terry  and  three  others.  In  endeavoring  to  secure  the 
person  Maloney  a  general  scuffle  ensued,  in  which  it  was  said,  Terry 
and  Hopkins  encountered  each  other.  It  was  also  said,  by  the  two 
aforesaid  parties  sworn,  that  Terry  was  seen  to  stagger,  as  from  the 
stroke  of  Hopkins'  revolver.  Terry  was  then  seen  to  draw  a  knife 
and  stab  Hopkins  in  the  neck.  As  soon  as  Hopkins  was  cut,  he  ran 
down  the  street  and  said,  "I  am  stabbed."  His  friends  conducted 
him  to  Engine  House  12,  where  he  received  attention.  I>r.  Li.  B. 
Cole  examined  the  wound,  and  reported  that  it  was  done  with  a  large 
broad-bladed  knife,  and  was  a  stab  or  thrust  running  about  midway 
between  the  angle  of  the  jaw-bone  and  clavicle,  or  collar-bone,  in- 
ward and  a  little  forward,  producing  a  wound  some  four  inches  deep; 
severing  one  or  more  branches  of  the  left  caroted  artery,  and  pene- 
trating the  gullet.  The  hemorrhage  was  very  great  at  first,  but  was 
arrested,  and  it  was  the  o[)inion  of  Dr.  Cole  that  the  patient  would 
recover.  As  soon  as  the  fatal  blow  was  struck,  Judge  Terry,  Maloney 
and  the  others  fled  to  their  armory  at  the  corner  of  Jackson  and 
Dupont  streets,  and  were  attended  by  a  lot  of  the  "  law  and  order  " 
men,  who  rushed  in  to  protect  them.  Some  of  the  Vigilante  boys, 
however,  were  in  the  vicinity,  and  they  immediately  closed  the  iron 
doors  of  the  entrance  to  the  building,  thereby  preventing  many  of 
the  opposition  from  entering.  The  building  was  soon  entirely  sur- 
rounded by  members  of  the  Committee,  to  prevent  Terry's  escape. 
The  great  alarm  bell  wds  sounded  for  the  first  time,  and  thousands 
quickly  obeyed  its  summons. 
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In  less  than  fifteen  minutes  after  the  alarm  was  sounded  the 
Committee  had  detailed  armed  men,  and  completely  surrounded  the 
four  buildings  where  the  "law  and  order"  party  were  supposed  to  liave 
arms  stored.  This  sudden  movement  took  the  opposition  by 
surprise,  and  prevented  them  from  getting  into  their  armories, 
except  a  few  squads  who  were  in  before  the  guards  arrived. 
Every  Committee  man  seemed  to  be  on  duty,  and  each  wore  a  wliite 
ribbon  on  the  left  la):)pel  of  the  coat.  Several  draymen  on  Front 
street  were  loading  up  goods,  but  on  the  alarm  being  given,  they 
stripped  off  the  harness,  mounted  their  steeds,  and  took  their  places 
in  the  ranks  of  the  Cavalry. 

The  streets  in  every  direction  near  the  Armory  glistened  with 
bayonets.  At  thirty  minutes  after  the  alarm  the  Committee  had 
possession  of  every  house,  and  every  favorable  position  about  the 
armory  of  the  "law  and  order"  men  ;  who,  apparently,  were  not 
[)reparing  any  resistance. 

Soon  after  the  gathering  at  the  armory,  Dr.  Ashe  appeared  at  one 
of  the  windows  from  the  second  floor,  and  said  that  Terry  was  in  the 
building,  and  they  did  not  intend  to  make  any  resistance,  or  attempt 
to  escape.  He  asked  that  one  of  the  Executive  Committee  of  29, 
might  be  sent  for,  to  confer  on  terms  of  surrender. 

ARRIVAL  OF  THE  DELEGATION  FROM  THE  EXECUTIVE  COMMITTEE. 

Mess.  Truett,  Smiley,  Vail,  Tillinghast  and  Dempster,  arrived 
about  4  o'clock,  and  after  a  short  conference,  made  a  written  demand 
for  the  persons  of  Terry  and  Maloney,  together  with  all  the  arms  and 
ammunition  in  the  building.  Several  communications  passed  be- 
tween the  Committee  men  and  those  within  the  armory,  in  regards 
to  terms  of  surrender,  and  frequent  dispatches  were  exchanged 
Ijetween  the  delegation  and  the  Executive  Committee  in  session  at 
headquarters,  during  these  negotiations.  The  Committee  finally 
notified  the  men  within  the  armory  to  surrender,  and  gave  them  fif- 
teen minutes  to  do  so.  At  the  ex[)iration  of  that  time  one  of  the 
Committee  said,  in  a  loud  voice,  "  we  want  your  arms  ;  open  this 
door."  Without  hesitation  the  iron  bolts  were  drawn,  and  the  doors 
thrown  open.  About  twenty  men  then  marched  into  the  building, 
and  without  resistance,  brought  out  all  the  arms  from  within  ;  em- 
bracing a  stand  of  about  300  muskets.  These  were  loaded  upon 
drays,  and  conveyed  to  the  Committee  rooms.  Two  coaches  were 
then  brought  up  in  front  of  the  armory  door,  and  the  prisoners,  Terry 
and  Maloney,  were  brought  down  and  placed  within  them,  to  be 
taken  to  the  rooms.  Terry  appeared  very  indifff^rent  to  the  scene, 
l>ut  Maloney  was  excited,  and  looked  quite  })ale.  After  the  prisoners 
had  been  committed  to  jail,  the  Committee  turned  their  attention  to 
the  recovery  of  arms  from  other  arsenals.  The  forces  were  next  con- 
centrated to  th(^  California  exchange?,  wh(;re  there  were  about  150  law 
and  order  "  men  with  arms  in  hand,  but  were  unable  to  get  out,  on 
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account  of  the  stronger  force  of  their  assailants.  The  Committee 
men  drew  up  two  pieces  of  cannon  in  front  of  the  building,  and  when 
everything  was  ready  for  assault,  a  delegation  of  executives  de- 
manded of  Col.  West,  to  surrender.  He  very  reluctantly  did  so. 
From  this  place  the  Committee  received  about  250  stand  of  ex- 
cellent rifles  and  muskets.  Several  other  armories  were  captured 
during  the  night,  and  every  place  was  visited  that  was  suspected  to 
be  occupied  by  any  "  law  and  order "  men.  After  this  there  was 
virtually  no  force  in  opposition  to  the  Vigilantes.  The  following  day 
the  wound  of  Hopkins  was  pronounced  as  not  mortal,  but  from  its 
nature  would  be  slow  cure  Terry  was  held  awaiting  developments. 
We  shall  speak  of  him  hereafter. 

THE    TRAGEDY    OF    RANDAL     AND    HETHERINGTON. 

Notwithstanding  the  fact  that  the  Vigilantes  were  known  to  be 
active  to  punish  crime,  and  had  published  their  constitution  in  the 
daily  papers  each  day  for  the  past  month,  it  seems  that  the  predis- 
position to  do  evil  was  so  great  that  it  could  not  be  immediately 
subdued.  Another  cold  blooded  and  premeditated  slaughter  occurred 
on  the  evening  of  July  24:th  '56.  The  cause  of  the  assault  was  said 
to  be  an  indebtedness  of  Dr.  Randal  to  Joseph  Hetherington,  for 
borrowed  money  on  some  real  estate,  wdiich  the  Doctor  w^as  unable 
to  pay.  The  mortgages  had  been  foreclosed,  and  much  of  the  valu- 
able property  belonging  to  the  Doctor  was  pledged  to  secure  the  debt. 
The  parties  were  formerly  intimate  friends,  and  had  transacted  con- 
siderble  business  tos^ether.  But  since  the  Doctor  had  been  unable  to 
meet  promptly  the  demands  of  Hetherington,  a  coldness  had  grown 
between  them,  which  caused  much  vindictive  abuse  on  the  part  of 
Hetherington.  He  pursued  the  Doctor  about  the  streets  with  insuUs 
in  ordor  to  get  him  into  a  difficulty,  and  he  frequently  threatened  to 
shoot  the  Doctor  on  sight.  About  half  past  3  o'clock  the  2-ith  p.  > . 
the  Doctor  went  dewn  to  the  St.  Nicholas  hotels  where  he  had  rooms, 
and  was  pursued  by  Hetherington  and  some  friends,  who  kept  at  a 
distance  from  him.  The  doctor  entered  the  hotel,  placed  his  name 
on  the  register,  took  some  letters  from  the  clerks  office,  and  was 
reading  one  when  Hetherington  came  into  the  room,  and  stepping 
up  to  the  Doctor,  took  him  by  the  whiskers,  (which  are  very  long,) 
and  pulled  them  so  forcibly  as  to  jerk  the  Doctor  five  or  six  feet 
from  where  he  was  standincj  In  an  instant  both  drew  their  revolvers 
and  commenced  firing  at  each  other,  in  the  examination  of  a 
dozen  witnesses  ;  some  were  of  the  opinion  that  Hetherington  fired 
first,  and  others  that  the  firing  was  simultaneous.  All,  however, 
agreed  that  the  first  assault  was  made  by  Hetherington,  by  pulling 
the  Doctor  by  the  beard.  After  the  second  shot  the  Doctor  dropped 
down,  when  Hetherton  putting  his  pistol  close  to  the  Doctor — shot 
him  through  the  head.  The  ball  entered  the  left  temple,  and  lodged 
in  the  right  lobe  of  the  brain,  and  rendered  the  victim  almost  in- 
stantly senseless.     He  died  the  following  day, 
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CHARACTER  OF  THE  MURDERER. 

Hetherington  was  well  known  in  San  Francisco.  Some  years  pre- 
vious he  was  a  rnonte  dealer  on  Long  Wharf.  In  1853,  he,  in  cold 
blood  and  without  due  provocation,  murdered  Dr.  Baldwin.  After 
a  short  trial,  and  a  few  minutes  consultation,  the  jury  returned  the 
startling  verdict,  "Not  Guilty." 

Soon  after  the  shooting  of  Dr  Randal,  on  the  evening  of  the  24th, 
the  Vigilante  boys  were  on  the  ground  The  offender  had  already 
been  arrested  by  the  police,  but  was  quietly  given  up,  and  was  trans- 
ferred to  Fort  Vigilance. 

It  was  known  througliout  the  City  that  the  Executive  Committee 
were  holding  a  session  immediately  after  the  murder,  and  there  was 
no  doubt  as  to  the  nature  and  reason  of  the  proceedings. 

However,  on  the  morning  of  Tuesday,  July  29th,  it  became  known 
that  Joseph  Hetheringlon,  the  murderer  of  Dr.  Baldwin  1853,  and 
Dr  Randal  on  Thursday  last;  and  Philander  Brace,  the  murderer  of 
Capt.  W(;st  in  1854,  and  the  supposed  murderer  of  Marion,  two  days 
afterward,  would  be  executed  during  the  day. 

About  twelve  o'clock,  several  of  the  military  companies  of  the 
Committee  were  observed  in  the  street,  ready  for  action;  this  was  ad- 
ditional evidence  that  something  serious  was  in  anticij)ation.  The 
gathering  near  the  rooms  by  this  time  was  immense.  All  business 
was  apparently  suspended,  and  all  eyes  and  attention  were  directed 
to  tlie  headquarters  of  the  Committee.  By  two  o'clock  the  entire 
force  of  the  ConMuittee  where  jjrobably  on  duty,  and  it  was  esti- 
mated that  not  less  thah  five  thousand  were  under  arms.  About 
this  time  a  reporter  visited  Hetherington  and  found  him  engaged  in 
writing,  which  he  performed  without  t^xhibiting  the  least  excitement. 
He  appeared  as  cool  and  unconcerned  as  the  most  indifferent  could 
be.  He  remarked  that  he  should  die  as  calmly  as  he  appeared  at 
that  time.  Wa  conversed  freely  of  tb(^  past  acts  of  his  life,  and  of 
th<;  killing  of  Dr.  Randal  He  regarded  it  as  an  unfortunate  atlUir, 
l>ut  one  which  he  could  not  avoid.  He  said  that  he  was  forced  into 
it  by  the  first  shot  of  his  adversary.  His  version  of  tht^  siiooting  was 
that  the  Doctor  drew  first,  and  fired  before  he  did.  He  did  not  look 
upon  the  aflair  as  munhjr,  claiming  that  he  acted  ni  s(?lf  defence.  He 
blamed  the  Executive;  Committee  for  its  conviction,  and  defied  any 
man  to  iiiiixiach  his  cliarafter.  He  f(;lt  ready  and  pr(!j)Mri'(l  for  the 
fat(!  that  awaited  him,  and  said  he  wanted  t\u-  reporters  to  l)e  present 
and  report  what  he  would  say  on  the  scaffold,  and  add  notliing  to  it. 
He  claim(;d  to  have  ))een  a  native  of  Cumberland  C'ounty,  England, 
and  was  thirty-fivt;  years  of  age.  }\r  had  liv«'d  nuuh  of  his  life  in 
St.  fvouis  and  New  Orleans;  had  been  in  Californiii  since  1S50.  Said 
he  had  no  relatives  in  the  United  States,  and  had  never  been  married. 
He  was  po.ssessed  of  an  estate  which  he  said  would  amount  to  from 
forty  to  seventy-tive  thousand  dollars,  accordingly  as  it    was    set  t'ed, 
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He  left  his  business  in  the  hands  of  F.  M.  &  Henry  Haight,  who  had 
been  his  counsels  in  this  City  and  St.  Louis. 

He  said  he  had  been  visited  during  the  morning  by  several  clergy- 
men, who  had  been  very  kind  to  him,  and  to  whom  he  felt  under  obli- 
gations. He,  however,  felt  fully  prepared  for  death,  but  regretted 
that  it  should  be  by  the  gallovt's. 

APPEARANCE    OF    BRACE. 

The  prisoner  Brace  appeared  quite  the  reverse  of  Hetherington, 
and  he  manifested  no  penitence  or  dread  of  the  awful  moment  that 
awaited  him.  His  time  was  spent  in  cursing  and  swearing,  and  in 
the  use  of  the  most  revolting  language.  His  cell  was  visited  by  Rev. 
Messrs.  Scott,  Thomas,  and  Kipp;  all  of  whom  he  treated  most  con- 
tempcuously;  uttering  the  most  vulgar  and  obscene  language  in  their 
presence,  and  threatening  to  kick  them  out  of  his  cell.  They 
succeeded,  however,  about  two  hours  before  the  execution,  in  quiet- 
ing him,  and  he  spent  his  last  two  hours  mostly  in  prayer. 

Brace  was  quite  a  young  man,  apparently  not  more  than  twenty- 
one  or  twenty-two  years  old,  and  possessed  of  a  remarkable  degree 
of  intelligence,  both  natural  and  acquired.  He  was  a  native  of 
Onandaigua  County,  New  York,  where  he  had  a  father  at  that  time 
residing.  The  history  of  his  life  for  the  two  previous  years  had  been 
})ublished  in  the  S.  F.  papers,  and  was  full  of  crime. 

The  principal  charges  against  him  were  the  murders  of  Captain 
West,  about  a  year  prior,  near  the  Mission,  and  the  subsequent 
murder  of  his  accom})lice  when  they  were  pursued.  He,  however,* 
confessed  to  the  commission  of  many  other  crimes  since  his  arrest, 
which  he  mentioned  in  a  boasting  manner.  He  admitted  to  having 
been  a  great  thief,  and  said  he  stole  because  he  could  not  help  it. 
But  little  dependence,  however,  could  be  put  on  anything  he  said,  as 
he  was  a  most  confirmed  liar. 

He  appeared  to  be  liberally  educated,  and  could  sj^eak  several 
languages  fluently. 

He  possessed  talents  in  no  oixlinary  character,  and  had  they  been 
properly  directed,  would  have  made  him  a  distinguished  man. 

THE   GALLOWS. 

At  four  o'clock,  workmen  commenced  erecting  the  gallows  on 
Davis  street,  between  Sacramento  and  Commercial  streets.  This 
was  the  signal  for  the  usual  gathering  about  the  locality,  and 
before  five  o'clock  every  available  space,  from  which  a  view  could 
be  obtained,  was  crowded  with  people,  eager  to  witness  the  scene 
of  horror.  Every  building  and  housetop  for  blocks  around,  was  liter- 
ally alive  with  humanity.  The  gallows  were  of  simple  structure; 
being  four  uprights  to  sustain  the  platform,  with  the  usual  cross- 
beam overhead,  to  which  the  ropes  were  attached. 

The  armed  forces  of  the  Committee  were  so  stationed  as  to  com- 
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raand  all  the  a[)proaches  to  the  spot,  and  to  ])revent  any  interference 
with  the  duties  of  the  executioner,  were  such  a  design  attempted. 

Horsemen  guarded  the  outposts  on  the  intersection  of  the  streets 
three  or  four  blocks  distant  from  the  gallows,  and  heavy  ordinance 
were  stationed  at  the  comers  of  California,  Sacramento,  Commercial, 
Front  and  Davis  streets;  which  were  manned  by  the  aililery  com- 
panies. The  infantry  companies  were  paraded  along  all  the  \  arious 
streets  within  three  or  four  blocks  of  the  rooms,  in  regular  order, 
and  maintained  the  most  perfect  discipline  and  order  throughout  the 
day.  It  was  rumored  that  t\w.  Sheriff  would  make  an  attempt  to  get 
possession  of  the  prisoners,  hence  these  precautions,  Jt  is  impossible 
to  give  anything  like  an  estimate  of  the  pei-sons  who  were  spectators. 
As  far  as  the  ey(*  could  reach  in  every  direction,  seemed  to  be  noth- 
thing  but  a  living  mass.  At  half  past  five  o'clock,  the  gallows  being 
ready  foi*  action,  the  Executive  Committee  wei-e  escorted  from  the 
rooms  to  that  vicinity,  whei-e  they  occupied  a  separate  position  in  a 
body.  The  prison(;rs  were  then  taken  from  their  cells  and  placed 
each  in  a  carriage,  accompanied  by  a  guard  of  officers,  and  were 
firiveii  to  tlie  <*xecution  grounds. 

A  death-like  stillness  prevailed  Minoiig  thd;  spectators  and  soldiers 
as  the  carriages  approaclied,  and  many  stood  uncovered.  Botli  the 
j)risoners  ascended  the  scaffold  with  a  firm  step,  and  were,  to  all 
appearances,  little  affected  by  the  awful  summons.  The  Rev.  Mr. 
Thomas,  of  the  M.  E.  (Jhurch,  also  went  upon  the  scaffold,  accompa- 
nied by  two  or  three  officers,  who  officiated  as  executioners. 

Both  prisoners  aided  the  officers  in  adjustin*;  the  noose  to  their 
necks.  With  great  coolness  they  took  off  their  neck  ties  and  loosenc/d 
their  shirt  collars.  After  tlie  ropes  had  been  placed  on  tlieir  necks, 
Br-ace  turned  to  his  companion  and  extended  hk  hand,  which  was 
taken  by  lletherington.  A  few  words  passed  between  them,  as  if 
liidding  each  othei*  adieu.  Hetherington  then  proceeded  to  M(l<lress 
the  asseinl)ly  as  follows: 

"rienthnnc^n,  you  may  think  nn'  a  hai'ch'ned  sinner,  but  1  aj)pear 
l)efore  you  cool,  unconcerned,  and  free,  I  am  now  about  to  meet 
my  Maker.  To  tlie  best  of  my  knowledge,  I  never  lived  a  day  in  my 
life  that  1  was  afraid  to  meet  my  Maker  that  night.  (To  the  re- 
porter —liavf;  you  got  that)?  Do  you  think  tliat  \  am  boasting  or 
bragging,  g<uitlemen/  I  am  not.  TIk;  R(;v.  Hishop  Kipp  has  bcMi 
with  me  ill!  day — not  all  «lay,  but  neai'ly  all."  I»race  here  inter- 
rupt«'(I  him,  "go  on,  go   on  with  what  you  hav«'   to   say."      (The   e.xe- 

cutioner  check(Ml  lirare,  who  n'|)Ii<'d  to  him)    ".Vwav  vou  d d  son 

of  ab h!" 

FFetln'rington — -I  am  not  any  more  pmitrnt  to-duy  than  I  have 
been  any  day  of  my  life. 

I*race-   (Jo  on,  old  boss. 

I  l<'therington — In  u  conversation  whirii    1   had  with  Mr.    O'lirirn, 
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two  weeks  ago,  our  conversation  turned  upon  religion,  and  I  assured 
him  that  there  never  was  a  day  in  my  life — 

Brace — Hurr}-  up,  and  not  stop  so  long.  D'ye  think  I  want  to 
stand  here  and  be  stared  at  by  these  ignoramuses  '?  I  wish  to  meet 
my  doom  immediately. 

Hetheriiigton — They  tell  me  to  stop.  (Several  voices,  go  on, 
go  on,  Hetlierington,) 

Hetherington — I  have  not  disobe3^ed  any  of  the  rules  of  that 
house  (pointing  to  the  Committee  rooms).  I  should  be  very  sorry 
to  do  it;  if  you  will  say  go  on,  I  will  go  on. 

Brace — Go  on,  and  brave  it  out;  don't  talk  about  Dr.  Kipp.  They 
don't  w^ant  to  know  anything  about  him. 

Hetherington — About  my  conversation  with  iJr.  O'Brien,  it  turned 
upon  religion- 
Brace  (interrupting) — Ah!  oh,  I'm  drunk;  so  I'm  all  right. 

Hetherington — I  told  the  Doctor  I  was  prepared  to  meet  my  God 
at  any  moment;  and  furthermore,  that  I  never  lived  one  day  in  my 
life  that  I  was  not  prepared  to  meet  my  God  at  night.  Dr.  P. 
O'Brien  will  make  an  aliidavit  to  that  1  tliink,  if  called  upon. 

Brace — You  have  your  vengeance  gentlemen,  to  your  hearts'  con- 
tent; I  don't  care  a  d — n;  I  want  you  to  understand  that  clearly, 
fully,  and  distinctly,  gents. 

Hetherington — The  gentlemen  have  given  orders  to  go  ahead.  I 
will  change  my  note;  and  will  merely  say,  as  orders  have  been  given 
to  stop,  that  in  the  first  difficulty  I  had  with  Dr.  Baldwin,  I  had  to 
shoot  him  in  defence  of  my  oavtl  life. 

Brace — I  shall  die  murdered  bv  the  Vigfilance  Committee,  Julv 
29th,  1856.  I  wish  that  clearly  and  distinctly  understood  on  the 
house-top,  there.       • 

Hetherington — I  was  acquitted  of  that,  but  still  it  hangs  upon 
me.  I  must  stop;  but  I  will  first  add,  that  so  far  as  killing  Dr  Ran- 
dal is  concerned,  I  merely  asked  for  a  conversation  with  Mr.  Corkle, 
when  he  turned  around  and  drew  his  pistol  I  had  to  kill  him  to 
save  my  own  life.  I  have  lived  a  gentleman  all  my  life,  and  I  will 
die  a  gentleman,  though  on  the  gallows.  I  defy  any  man  in  the 
whole  world  to  prove  that  I  have  done  one  dishonorable  act  in  my 
life.  I  have  been  abused  by  the  public  press  of  this  city,  where  I 
have  resided  for  five  or  six  years,  for  some  cause  unknown  to  me.  I 
am  in  a  few  minutes  to  be  launched  into  eternity.  You  may  please 
yourselves,  notwithstanding  I  have  no  bad  feelings  toward  any  per- 
son living.  I  forgive  every  man  freely,  as  I  expect  my  Redeemer  to 
forgive  me.     Lord  have  mercy  on  my  soul! 

Brace — God  d — n  it,  dry  up!     What's  the  use  talking  to  them  ? 

Hetherington — I  was  going  to  make  a  remark  that  very  few 
people — 

Brace — Go  it  old  hoss! 

Hetherington — I  have  led  a  life,  pure,  mild,  and  above  all  reproach. 
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As  to  how  r  have  been  treated,  I  will  say  for  Mr.  Gillespie  that  he  in- 
sulted me  very  much,  but  I  freely  forgive  him.  T.  J.  S.  Smiley  has 
been  a  friend  to  me. 

Brace — Come,  dry  up.  What  the  bloody  h — 1  is  the  use  of  keeping 
me  here,  just  waiting  for  you?     I  want  to  go  through  with  it. 

Hetherington — My  witnesses  were  never  put  before  a  jury.  I 
protested  against  several  things  tliat  had  been  done.  I  am  satisfied 
that  no  jury  on  the  face  of  tlie  eaith  would  have  convicted  me.  80 
far,  a  fair  trial  I  have  not  had. 

1  am  not  afraid  to  meet  my  God.  1  hope  tlie  Loicl  will  have  mercy 
on  my  soul.  I  here})y  forgive  every  man  on  the  face  of  the  earth.  I 
ask  every  man  living  to  forgive  me  as  freely  as  I  forgive  him.  G«'n- 
tlemen,  I  am  liere  before  you  all.  Do  not  l>elieve  that  1  am  hardened 
I  have  prayed  from  the  day  of  ray  })irth  to  the  day  of  my  death.  The 
executioner  here  stepped  up  behind  and  g<'ntly  drew  on  tlie  white 
cap. 

Hetherington — The  Lord  have  mercy  on  my  soul.  1  will  meet  my 
Saviour.  I  should  like  to  have  seen  Fletcher  Haight,  but  that  was 
denied  me.  Remember  me  to  Fletcher  Haight  and  Henry  Haight. 
Lord  liave  mercy  on  my  soul. 

Hetherington  spoke  with  a  strong  Nortli  of  England  accent,  and 
occasionally  referred  to  a  memorandum  which   he  held   in   his  hand. 

THE    KXKCUTION. 

While  iietiiei-ingtou  was  yet  speaking,  anrl  Brace  going  through 
his  strange,  unnatural  and  revolting  performances,  the  caps  were 
drawn  over  their  faces,  the  signal  was  given,  followed  by  deep  tone 
from  the  b<'ll  of  the  Vigilante  l)uilding,  whii;h  was  another  signal 
for  the  execution(!r,  who,  with  mallet  and  chi.sel  cut  the  cord  that 
sustained  tlie  drop,  and  at  onc(i  tlu;  two  victims  were  suspended  in 
mid  air.  TIk-  noose  had  been  well  adjust(?d,  so  that  death  was  almost 
instantaiK'Ous.  Tlw  body  of  lirace  was  not  observed  to  move  at  all: 
that  of  Hetherington,  aft«'r  thn'e  or  four  minutes,  was  se^^n  to  niovr 
sliglitly,  and  then  all  was  over.  Thf  bodies  were  allowed  to  liang 
tliirty  minutes;  they  were  then  removed  to  the  Committee  Rooms, 
and  aftei  ward  giv<'n  over  to  thv  Coroner. 

DKKSS    ANI»    AFPKAHA.NIK    OF    FRISONKKS    IIKFOKK     DKATH 

H(*th(;rington  was  about  thirty  five  yeai-s  old;  full  medium  size; 
ratlier  a  good  figure  of  a  man;  dark  conijjlexion,  black  hair  and  whis- 
kers, with  a  keen  .'ind  (b'tfrmiiied  eye.  He  was  drcssfd  in  a  black 
suit  tliroughout,  witji  u  light  leghorn  hat. 

ile  was  (jniet  in  his  iiitcrcoursr  with  mm,  Miotf  than  ordinarily  so, 
and  <)uite  reserved  in  his  conversation  i'lit  he  carried  on  liis  coun- 
tenance an  rxpn-ssion  ((fa  strong  will,  and  a  drtmnination  that  was 
easily  observed.  (Jf  his  life  in  San  riunciNCo,  it  luid  not  been  of 
Huch  character  an  could  be  com  mend  i-d. 

Brace  was    a    much   younger   man,    being   oidy    twenty -one,    and 


[80] 

appearing  even  younger  than  that.  He  was  smaller  in  statue,  and 
of  genteel  address,  with  winning  and  pleasing  manners  ;  which  gave 
him  greater  advantage  over  those  whom  he  sought  to  deceive.  He 
was  dressed  in  checked  pantaloons,  black  cloth  coat,  and  blue  cloth 
vest;  all  of  which  were  kept  scrupulously  neat  and  clean.  Thus 
ends  the  sad  history  of  Hetherington  and  Brace.  May  God  have 
mercy  on  their  souls,  we  say.      Amen. 

During  the  time  that  elapsed  for  the  occurrence  of  Hopkins  and 
Terry,  June  2 2d  until  Aug.  7th,  Terry  had  been  held  in  continement 
by  the  Vigilantes. 

At  the  latter  date,  however,  Mr.  Hopkins  having  so  far  recovered 
as  to  be  declared  out  of  danger,  the  Vigilance  Committee  assembled 
and  passed  the  following  sentence  on  the  })risoner : 

"Whereas,  David  S.  Terry,  having  been  convicted,  after  a  full 
and  impartial  trial,  of  certain  charges,  before  the  Committee  of 
Vigilance;  and  the  usual  punishments  in  their  power  to  inflict  not 
being  applicable  in  the  present  instance  ;  therefore,  be  it  declared 
that  the  decision  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance  is  as  follows  :  That 
the  said  David  S.  Terry  be  discharged  from  castody;   and 

Resolved,  That  in  the  opinion  of  the  Committee  of  Vigilance,  the 
interests  of  the  State  imperatively  demand  that  the  said  David  S. 
Terry  should  resign  his  position  as  Judge  of  the  Supreme  Court ; 

Resolved,  That  this  resolution  be  read  to  David  S.  Terry,  and  he 
forthwith  be  discharged  from  the  custody  of  the  Committee  of 
Vigilance."  The  above  sentence  was  read  to  Judge  Terry  in  presence 
of  the  Executive  Committee  at  fifteen  minutes  past  2  o'clock  Aug. 
7  th,  and  he  was  thereby  released  from  custody. 

From  the  S.  F.  Alta  of  the  4th  August:  ''The  Vigilance  Com- 
mittee have  seized  several  bogus  ballot-boxes,  which  shows  the  frauds 
which  may  have  been  practiced  at  the  late  elections. 

On  looking  at  the  box,  few  would  suspectt  he  contrivances  about 
it;  but  on  close  examination,  it  was  found  to  have  a  false  bottom, 
and  a  false  side,  sliding  in  groves,  under  and  behind  which  were 
packed  spurious  votes,  all  ready  for  election.  One  or  both  of  these 
slides  had  only  to  be  withdrawn,  the  box  turned  upside  down  and 
emptied  on  the  table,  to  insure  for  the  favored  candidate  any  extent 
of  majority." 

The  discoveries  of  fraud  in  election  matters,  which  the  Vigilance 
Committee  exposed  for  the  next  several  months,  were  quite  alarming. 
They  now  turned  their  entire  attention  to  the  purifying  of  the 
ballot  box,  to  ensure  a  fair  election  in  November.  Whether  or  not 
they  succeeded  can  best  be  deduced  from  the  following  article,  which 
we  extract  from  a  paragraph  of  the  S   F.  Alta. 

Wednesday,  Nov.  5th,  1856.  "The  people's  ticket  is  elected,  and 
the  people  themselves  have  at  last  succeeded  in  electing,  from  among 
themselves,  the  men  who  shall  administer  the  government  affairs  of 
this  city.     As  near  as  can  be  ascertained,  the  local  people's  ticket  has 
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Jbeen  elected  by  over  a  thousand  majority;  but  it  has  been  elected 
there  is  no  doubt.  All  the  lies,  misstatements  and  misrepresenta- 
tions which  partisan  malice  and  partisan  interest  could  invent,  have 
be(^n  promulgated  against  the  people's  candidates,  and  the  committee 
which  nominated  them.  All  the  tricks  which  partisan  leaders  and 
wire-pullers  knew  so  well  how  to  use,  have  been  resorted  to  for  the 
purpose  of  def(*ating  the  people's  ticket;  but  the  people  have  triumphed 
over  the  tricksters,  and  they  can  now  laugh  at  the  weak  and  futile 
efforts  of  the  miserable  professional  politicians  to  defeat  the  decent 
element  of  tin;  community,  when  it  is  once  aroused  to  action.  There 
has  never  before  in  8an  Francisco  been  such  a  (juiet  election  day. 
The  bullyism  and  ruffianism  which  has  characterized  the  polls  hereto- 
fore was  quite  absent  on  this  occasion.  The  bullies  antl  rowdies,  if 
they  were  there,  kept  them.selves  quiet,  and  did  not  dare  to  infringe 
upon,  or  interfere  with  the  rights  of  honest  voters  It  was  a  pleas- 
ing scene — such  as  we  have  never  before  witnessed  in  San  Francisco — 
to  see  our  citizc^ns  turn  out  as  tlr^y  did,  en  masse,  and  *^o  quietly  to 
the  pf)lls  and,  without  he.sitation,  deposit  the  ballot  on  which  the 
welfare  of  tlie  city,  state  and  nation  depended.  We  may  thank  the 
Vifrjlance  Committee  for  the  quiet,  peace  and  fairness  which  charac- 
terizL'd  the  election  of  y<'st<;rday.  A  lesson  was  taught  by  them  to 
tlie  election  bullies  and  Ijox  stuffers,  which  etiectually  prevtMited  their 
int(a'fering.  Jiut  for  the  determined  sj)irit  wliich  was  exhibited  by 
the  Committee  but  for  the  manifast  intention,  which  they  made 
pubilc,  to  protect  the  })Uiety  of  the  Ijallot  box,  which  is  tht;  only 
jiafeguard  of  government  administration — but  for  this  action,  we 
doubt  not  that  similar  frauds  would  have  characterized  the  election, 
wliich  is  iiow  so  satisfactory  to  the  i-ommunity.  (Jnce  again,  thanks 
to  the  Vigilance  Committe<*. " 


CONCLUSION 


I  am  informed  bv  an  ex-Vi^ilante  that  the  Committee  roll-call  of 
'56,  just  before  its  disbandment,  numbered  between  eight  and  nine- 
thousand. 

In  concluding  our  history  of  this  society,  we  will  give  the  names 
and  penalties  inflicted  on  those  who  came  under  its  eye  during  the 
latter  year  ;  whose  conduct  was  so  irreparably  bad  that  it  could  not 
be  excused. 

Those  who  suffered  the  death  penalty,  did  so  in  expiation  for  lives- 
they  had  taken.  The  names  of  these  culprits  are  familiar  to  the 
reader.  We  also  give  the  names  of  those  w^ho  were  required  to  leave 
the  State;  all  of  whom,  in  the  archives  of  the  Vigilantes,  fall  undeir 
the  head  of  • 

THE    BLACK    LIST. 

James  P.  Casey,  executed  Ma}'  22d,  1856. 

Charles  Cora,  executed  May  2 2d    'o6 

Joseph  Hetherington,  executed  July  29th,  '56. 

Philander  Brace,  executed  July  29tli,  '56. 

Yankee  Sullivan,  suicided  May  31st — expelled. 

Clias.  P.  Duane,  shipped  on  "Golden  Age"  June  5th, 

William  Mulligan,  ship])ed  on  "Golden  Age'  June  5th. 

Wooley  Kearney,  shipped  on  "Golden  Age"  June  5th. 

Bill  Carr,  sent  to  Sandwich  Islands  June  5th, 

Martin  (jallaofher,  sent  to  Sandwich  Islands  June  5th. 

Kdward  Bulger,  sent  to  Sandwich  Islands  Jun*^  5.th. 

Peter  Wightman,  ran  away  about  June  1st. 

I*^ed  McGowan,  ran  away  about  June  1st. 

John  Crow,  left  on  "Sonora"'  June  20th. 

Bill  Lewis,  shipped  on  "Sierra  Nevada"  June  20th. 

Teri-ence  Kelley,  ship))ed  on  "Sierra  Nevada"  June  20th. 

John  l.owler,  ship))ed  on  "Sierra  Nevada"  June  20th. 

William  Hamilton,  shipped  on  "Sierra  Nevada"  June  20th. 

James  Cusick,  ordered  to  leave,  but  refused  to  go,  and  fled   into  the 

interior, 
James  Hennessey,  ordered  to  leave,  but  fled  into  the  interior. 
T.  B.  Cunningham,  shipped  July  5th. 
Alex.  Purple,  shipped  July  5th. 
Tom  Mulloy,  shipped  July  5th. 
Lewis  Mahoney,  shipped  July  5th, 
J.  li.  Maloney,  shipped  July  5th. 
Dan    Aldrich,  shipped  July  5th. 
James  White,  shipped  July  21st. 
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James  Burko,  alias  "Activity,"  shipped  July  21st. 
Wm.  F.  McLean,  shijjped  July  21st. 
Abraham  Kraft,  shipped  July  21st. 

Four  executions,  one  suicide,  and  26  dismissals. 

Shortly  after  the  election  of  Novem]>er  the  Vigilance  Committee 
disbanded;  liaving  previously  thrown  open  their  rooms  for  the  in- 
spection of  the  public.  They  now  felt  that  the  grand  design  of  the 
movemeiit  had  been  accomplished;  that  in  pursuance  of  the  last 
election,  the  true  will  of  the  majority  of  the  voters  was  represented, 
and  to  the  othcers  of  their  choice,  the  Vigilantes  willingly  resigned 
the  flower  which  it  liad  been  necessary  for  them  to  usurp  during  the 
previous  administration.  In  reviewing  the  crimes  that  had  gone 
unpunished  in  San  Francisco  previous  to  the  (existence  of  the  Vigi- 
lantes, who  can  claim  that  their  action  was  not  justitiable?  Was  not 
necessaiy?  Yes,  necessary  for  th(*  protection  of  tlie  life  and  property 
of  the  individual — nc^cessary  for  tlie  preservation  of  the  peace  and 
prosperity  of  tlie  (;ominunity;  which,  judging  from  the  following 
year's  record  was  much  improved.  Never  since  the  year  1856,  lias  San 
Fi-ancisco  had  a  recuiTcnct*  of  tho^<*  assassii.'ations  and  crimes  to  such 
an  extent  as  prevailed  during  the  years  that  ])iecede(I  tliat  date. 
Althou^jh  the  city  was  continually  and  rapidly  being  incr<*ased  in 
j)opulatioii,  adding  u{>  to  the  present  time,  over  20(J,000  persons  to  the 
number  who  then  occupied  it;  and  now  comprises  a  greater  varietv  of 
tJK' (liH'ficiit  nationalities,  in  their  native  modes  of  life  than  pi-obablv 
any  city  in  the  world;  yet  San  Francisco  is  at  present  one  of  tlir 
most  ]>(\'iceable  cities  in  America. 

'I'he  Vigilance  Committee  is  a  thing  of  the  past,  which  we  trust 
will  nev(;r.be  called  into  requisition;  but  in  referring  to  it  our  only 
regrets  are  that  the  defiance  of  law  and  the  ])erpetration  of  crime 
were  ever  so  startling  :»s  to  require  such  violent  and    s|)eedv  remedv. 
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